Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




205TQ I u 




a) 



! 


fk 


j&m 


^ 




^k 


^ 




. ^-^ 



THE 



LETTERS 



OF 



LADY M. W. MONTAGU, 



DVRIMOTHE 



EMBASSY TO CONSTANTINOPLE, 



1716^18. 



VOL. I. 



MOOOCXXT. 







:lBHh 



-sxc:vi^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



PREFACE, BY A LADY. 



1724. 



I WAS going, like common editors, to advertise the 
reader of the beauties and excellencies of the work 
laid before him : to tell him, that the illustrious au- 
ihoT had opportunities that other travellers, whatever 
their quality or curiosity may have been, cannot ob- 
tain ; and a genius capable of making the best im- 
provement of every opportunity. But if the reader, 
after perusing one letter only, has not discernment to 
distinguish that natural elegance, that delicacy of 
sentiment and observation, that easy gracefulness 
and lovely simplicity (which* is the perfection of 
writing), m which these Letters exceed all that has 
appeared in this kind, or almost in any other, let him 
lay the book down, and leave it to those who have. 

The noble author had the goodness to lend me her 
MS. to satisfy my curiosity in some \xi.c^]m&^ W:tsA 
made coDcendng her travels *, aad NTbsa. \ \»aAL Vl \si. 
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my hands, how was it possible to part with it? I once 
had the vanity to hope J might acquaint the public, 
that it owed this invaluable treasure to my impor- 
tunities. But, alas! the most ingenious author has 
condemned it to obscurity^ during her life ; and con- 
viction, as well as deference, obliges me to yield to 
her reasons. However, if these Letters appear here- 
after, when I am in my grave, let this attend them, 
in testimony to posterity, that among her contempora- 
ries, (me woman, at least, was just to her merit. 

There is not any thing so excellent but some will 
carp at it, and the rather because of its excellency. 
But to such hypercritics I shall not say ♦♦**♦♦♦• 

I confess, I am malicious enough to desire that 
the world should see to how much better purpose the 
Ladies travel than their Lords ; and that, whilst it is 
surfeited with male Travels, all in the same tone, and 
staffed with the same trifles, a lady has the skill to 
strike out a new path, and to embellish a worn out 
subject with variety of fresh and elegant entertain- 
ment. For, besides the vivacity and spirit which 
enliven every part, and that inimitable beauty which 
spreads through the whole ; besides the purity of the 
style, for which it may justly be accounted the stan- 
dard of the English tongue ; the reader will find a 
more trae and accurate account of the customs and 
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to look upon hn with tta evil eye, only becaose tlt.^ 
Oiret of all good gifU baa intnuted snd adorned hej- 
with the most cicelleat Ulenta. Kather let ta htely 
own the Buperiori^ of this BnUime genius, as I do, 
in tliesmceritjof my soul; pleuKd tbftt a UHnxui tri- 
iimpliB, tmd pioad to follow in her train. Let ns oSer 
her the palm which ia so justly her due ; ana if we 
pretend to any laurels, lay them willii^ly at her feet. 
M. A. 
Dectmbtr 18, I7M. 



Till Ualke, dufeo'd with the mlslily Kimd, 



You see, madam, hon I lay every thing at your 
feet. As the tautology shows the porer^ of my 
genius, it likewise shows the extent of your empire 
over my imagination. 




LADY M. W. MONTAGU'S 
LETTERS. 



I. 

TO THE COUNTESS OP MAR*. 

Rotterdam, Aag. 3, 0. S. 1716. 

TLATTEB myself, dear sister, that I shall give you 

e pleasure in letting you know that I have safely 

ed the sea, though we had the ill fortune of a 

1. We were persuaded by the captain of the 

' to set out in a calm, and he pretended there 

othing so easy as to tide it over : but, after two 

lowly moving, the wind blew so hard, that none 

sailors could keep their feet, and we were all 

'y Frances Pierrepont, second daughter of Evelyn, 

e of Kingston, married John Ereskine, Earl of Mar, 

secretary of state for Scotland in 1705, joined the 

in 1715, was attainted in 1716, and died at Aix-la- 

'n 1732. George I. confirmed to Lady Mar. the 

I Lord Mar's forfeited estate, to which she was 

her marriage settlement, with rema,ltid«.T V(k >bKS 

ady Frances Ereskine. S\vft rewA^A xnam^ l^w*. 
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Sunday night tossed very handsomely. I never saw 
a man more frightened tiian the captain. 

For my part, I have been so lucky, neither to suffer 
from fear nor sea sickness ; though I confess I was 
so impatient to see myself once more upon dry land, 
that I would not stay till the yacht could get to Rot- 
terdam, but went in the long-boat to Helvoetsluys, 
where we had voitures to carry us to the Brill. 

I was charmed with the neatness of that little town'; 
but my arrival at Rotterdam presented me a new 
scene of pleasure. All the streets are paved with 
broad stones, and before many of the meanest arti- 
ficers' doors are placed seats of various coloured mar- 
bles, so neatly kept, that, I assure you, I walked 
almost all over the town yesterday incognita, in my 
slippers, withou^receiving one spot of dirt; and you 
may see the Dutch maids washing the pavement of 
the street with more application than ours do our 
bedchambers. The town seems so full of people, 
with such busy faces, all in motion, that I can hardly 
fancy it is not some celebrated fair ; but I see it is 
every day the same. It is certain no town can be 
more advantageously situated for commerce. Here 
are seven large canals, on which the merchants* ships 
come up to the very doors of their houses. The shops 
and warehouses are of a surprisiag neatness and mag- 
nificence, filled with an incredible quantity of fine 
merchandise, and so much cheaper than what we see 
in England, that I have much ado to |)ersuade myself 
I am still so near it. Here is neither dirt nor beggary 
to be seen. One is not shocked with those loathsome 
cripples, so common in London, nor teased with the 
importunity of idle fellows and wenches, that choose 
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be nut; and laz;. The common aerranU, anil 
tie shop-womeD, here, tie more nicely clean than 
oet of our ladies ; and the great TSiiety of neat 
■eoKt (every woman dreesing her head after her 
m hddon) is an additional pleaiuie in aeeing the 

Yoo see, hitherto, dear MStpr, I mi^ no complaints ; 
id, if 1 ctmlinue (o like tiBTelling as well aa I do at 
-eaeut, I shall not repent my project. It will go a 
«at way in maUng me satiafied with it, if it affbrda 
e an oppoTtnnity of entertaining jou. Bat it is not 
am Holland that yea may e^>ect a disinterested 
lei. I can write enough in the style of Rotterdam, 
I tell yon plainly, in one word, that I expect retoms 
' all the London news. Yon see I have already 
amt to make a good bargain ; and that it is not for 
>tfaiiig I will ao much as tell you, I am your affec- 



TO MRS. SKERRBT". 

Bi^ie, ABg. S, O. S. 1116. 
HAKE haste to tell yon, dear madam, that, after all 
le dreadful fatigues you threatened me with, I am 
itherto very well pleased with my journey. We 
ike care to make such short etagea every day. Chat 
rather fancy myself upon parties of pleasure, than 

• Afterwurd ibe second wife of aoben, taw. ^*-A ■« "^^ 
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upon the nnd ; and sore notluDg can be moie agree- 
tble than tisvelling in Holluid. The whole country 
sppean a large garden; the rouU are well paved, 
■haded, on each ode with rows of trees, and bordered 
with laige canals, full of hoata, paaaiiig and repassing. 
Every twenty pacea givea you the praapect of some 
villa, and eveiy four honra that of a large town, to 
lurpmin^y neat, I taa mie yoa would be charmed 
witii thera. The place I am now at la certainly one 
of the fineet viltagea in the world. Here are several 
■quares finely built, and (what I think a particular 
beau^) the whole cet wiUi thick lai^ trees. The 
Vo-rhoul is, at the same time, the Hyde Park and 
Mall of the people of quality ; for they take the air 
in it both on foot and in coaches. There are shops 
for wafeia, cool liquocs, &c. 

I have been to »ee several of the most celebrated 
gardens, but 1 will not tease you with their desciip- 
tiona. I dare say you tbink my letter already long 
enough. But I most not conclude without b^ging 
your pardon for not obeyii^ your commands, in send- 
ing the lace you ordered me. Upon my wiail, 1 can 
yet find none that is not dearer than yon may bay it 
at Laaioa. If you want any India goods, bete are 
great variety of pennywortlui ; and I shall follow your 
orders with great pleasure and exactness, being, 
Dear Tnhd'^m, &c, &c. 



TO UBS. S. C. 



I AM eitiemel; aony, mj dear S. HM, yoaz f«Kn of 
disobliging joui lelaticKts, and tliui fears for jour 
health and lafetj, haTe hindered me &om eojoyiug 
the happineii of joui company, ttad yon the pleasure 
of a direrting jooiney. I receive some degree of 
mOTtifcatioil bom every agree^Ie novelty or pleas- 
ing piotpect, by the reBectioa of yonr having ao un- 
luckily miaaed the delight which I kaow it would 
bavB given yon. 

If you were with me in diii town, yon woold be 
lesdy to expect to receive viaita &Dm your Notting- 
bun ftienda. No two |dacea were ever more resem- 
bling ; one haa but to give the Maese (he name of the 
Trent, and there is no diatinguiahing the prospect. 
The bmaea, like thoae of Nottingham, are built one 
above anothsr, and are intemiiieil in the saoie man- 
ner with trees and gardens. The tower they call 
Jnlina Ceeaar'a has the same rituation with Notting- 
ham (SStle; and I cannot help fancying, 1 see from 
it the Trent field, Adboolton, &C. places bo well known 
to na. It ia true, the fortificatioiis make a conudenble 
difference. All the learned in the art of war beatow 
great ctmunendaldotis on them; for my part, that 
know nothing of the matter, I shall content myself 
with telling yon, it is a very pitttj wait oa *iia lasa.- 
ptita, oa wMcb there ia & towei, -ver^ ^«sw£r<^^^ 
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called the Belyidere ; where people go to drink coffee, 
tea, &c. and enjoy one of the finest prospects in the 
world. The public walks have no great beauty but 
the thick shade of the trees, which is solemnly de- 
lightfiiL But I must not forget to take notice of the 
bridge, which appeared very surprising to me ; it is 
large enough to hold hundreds of men, with horses 
and carriages. They give the value of an English 
twopence to get upon it, and then away they go, 
bridge and all, to the other side of the river, with so 
slow a motion, one is hardly sensible of any at all. 

J was yestOTday at the French church, and stared 
very much at their manner of service. The parson 
clapped on a broad brimmed hat in the first place, 
which gave hin^ entirely the air of what d'ye call him, 
in BarUiolomew fair, which he kept up by extraordi- 
nary antic gestures, and preaching much such stuff 
.as the other talked to the puppets. However, the 
congregation seemed to receive it with great devo- 
tion ', and I was informed by some of his flock, that 
he is a person of particular fame amongst them. I 
believe, by this time, you are as much tired with, my 
account of him, as I was with his sermon ; but I am 
sure your brother will excuse a digression in favour 
of the church of England. You know speaking dis- 
respectfully of the Calvinists is the same thing as 
speaking honourably of the church. Adieu, my dear 
S. always remember me ; and be assured I can never 
forget you, &c. &c. 
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TO THE LiDY RICH*. 

Ciilogn, Aog le, O. 8. ITU. 
If mv Lady Bicii could have anj aotion of the bbgues 
that I have Buffered theee two lut days, I am sure 
ghe would own it a great proof of legaid, that I now 
tit down to write to her. We biied lionea from 
Nimegnen hitliBr, not having the conTemoncy of the 
post, end found but veiy indifl^rent accominodationB 
at iUinbe^, out firat stage ; but that was nothing lo 
what I suffered yeiterday. We were in hiq)«fl to 
leach Cologn ; oar bonea tiled at Stamel, three hoars 
from it, where 1 wu forced to pass the night in my 
clothes, in a loom not at all better than a horel ; for 
thongh I have my own bed with me, I had no mind 
to nndreas, where the wind came bom a thousand 
places. We left thie wretched lodging at daybreak, 
and about six this moming came esfe here, where I 
got immediately into bed. I slept so well for three 
hours, that I found myself perfectly recovered, and 
have had spirits enough to go and see all that is curi- 
ous in the town, that is to say, the churches, for here 
is nothing else worth seeing. 

This is a very large town, but the most part of it is 
old built The Jesuits' chutch is the oeatest, which 

• Tli« wife or Sir Ruben Bjch, Ran. of London. She 
«u a dingbler of (Lionel Griffin, awl had an ap^iaURSw. 
ahool the penon of the PtlnteiB o('N»l«,«»*r«KliQ,'K'». 
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was showed mcr, in a Terj oomplabant ihsmier, hj a^ 
handsome youzig Jesuit; who, not knowing who X 
was, took a liberty in his compliments and raillerieo 
which very much diverted me. Having never before 
seen any thing of that nature, I could not enough 
admire the magnificence of tha altars, the rich images 
of the saints (all of massy silver), and the etuihassures 
of the relics ; tiiough I could not help murmuring in 
my heart, at the prolusion of pearls, diamonds, and 
rubies, bestowed in the adornment of rotten teeth and 
dirty rags. I own that I had wickedness enough to 
covet St. Ursula's pearl necklaces; though, periiapa, 
this was no wickedness at all, an image not being 
certainly one's neighbour; but I went yet farther, 
and widied she herself converted into dr^sing^plate. 
I should also gladly see converted into silver a great 
St. Christopher, which I imagine would look very 
well in a cistern. 

These were my pious reflections; though I was 
very well satisfied to see, piled up to the honour of 
our nation, the skulls of the eleven thousand virgins. 
I have seen some hundreds of relics here of no less 
consequence ; but I will not imitate the comm<m s^e 
of travellers so far, as to give you a list of them, being 
persuaded that you have no manner of curiosity for 
the titles given to jaw bones and bits of worm-eaten 
wood. — Adieu, I am just going to supper, where I 
shall drink your health in an admirable sort of Lorrain 
wine, which I sim. sure is the same you call Burgundy 
in London, &c. &c. 
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V. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL*. 

Nnremberg, Aag. 92, 0. S. 1716. 

After five days traTelling post, I could not sit down 

to write on any other occasion, than to tell my dear 

Lady Bristol, that I have not forgotten her obliging 

command, of sending her some account of my travels. 

I have already passed a large part of Germany, 

have seen all that is remarkable in Cologn, Frankfort, 

Wurtzburg, and this place. It is impossible not to 

observe the difference between the free towns and 

those under the government of absolute princes, as 

dl the little sovereigns of Germany are. In the first 

here appears an air of commerce and plenty : the 

reets are well built, and full of people, neaUy and 

ainly dressed : the shops are loaded with merchan- 

vie, and the commonalty are clean and cheerful. 

the other, you see a sort of shabby finery, a number 

irty people of quality, tawdered out; narrow nasty 

8ts out of repair, wretchedly thin of inhabitants, 

above half of the common sort asking alms. I 

It help fancying one under the figure of a clean 

\ citizen's wife, and the other like a poor town 

at pleasure, painted and ribboned out in her 

ress, with tarnished silver laced shoes, a ragged 

abeth, daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Felton, Bart. 
)rd, county of Suffolk, second wife of ]q^ ^«cn«:<I ^ 
ofBnstoL She died In 1741. 
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under petdooat; a misenble mixture of vice and 
poverty. 

They hare sumptuary laws in this town, which 
distinguish their rank by their dress, prevent the 
excess which ruins so many other cities, and has a 
more agreeable effect to the eye of a stranger than 
our fashions. I think, after the Archbishop of Cam- 
bray having declared for them, I need not be ashamed 
to own that I wish these laws were in force in other 
parts of the world. When one considers impartially 
the merit of a rich suit of clothes in most places, the 
respect and the smiles of favour it procures, not to 
speak of the envy and the sighs it occasions (which 
is very often the principal charm to the wearer), one 
is forced to confess that there is need of an uncom- 
mon understanding to resist the temptation of pleasing 
friends and mortifying rivals ; and that it is natural 
to young people to fall into a folly which betrays 
them to that want of money which is the source of a 
thousand basenesses. What numbers of men have 
begun the world with generous inclinations that have 
afterwards been the instruments of bringing misery 
on a whole people, being led by vain expense into ■ 
debts that they could clear no other way but by the 
forfeit of their |ionour, and Which they never could 
have contracted, if the respect the many pay to 
habits was fixed by law only to a particular colour 
or cut of plain cloth ! These reflections draw after 
them others that are too melancholy. I will make 
haste to put them out of yoiir head by the farce of 
relics, with which I have been entertained in all the 
'Komish churches. 

The Lutherans are not quite free firom these follies. 
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I bvra teen here, in the principal choni, a large 
fatet of the aata tet in jewels, and tlie point of tli.e 
■pear, vhich thejr told me, very gravely, waa tliB 
aame that [nercad the aide of our SuTioni'. But I 
waa particularly diverted in a little Hoidbii Catholic 
church which ia permitted here, where the profeaaors 
of that religion are oot veiy rich, and conaeqnently 
cannot adorn their imagei in m rich manner W their 
neJ^boqra. For, not to be quite deelitnte of all finery, 
they have dreeaed np an image of onr Saviour over 
the altar, in a &ir fall-bottomed w^, very well pow- 
dered. I imagine I see your ladyship Btaie at tliia 
■Tticle> of which you very much doubt the veiadty ; 
bnt, apm my word, I have not yet made use of tbe 
pririlege of a cnveller; and my whole accoont is 
written with the same plain sincerity of heart with 
which I aaaure you that I am, dear madam, yonr^ 
&c. &C. 

VL 
TO UBS. THISTLETHWAYTB. 

Rulibm, Aag, 30, 0. S. iriS. 
I HAD the pleasure of receiving youra bnt the day 
before I left London. I give jou a thousand thanks 
fbr yonr good wishes, and have such an opinion of 
thar efficacy, that 1 am persuaded I owe in part to 
them the good luck of having proceeded so te on 
my long journey without any ill accident ; for I do 
not reckon it any, to have beea stopped a few days 
in this town by a cold, since it hat not onVj ^e«. 
ate an opportaalty of seeing all t.Tint, is coruaoa ili.VV. 



•f'."i\ 
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but of making some acquaintance with the ladies, 
who have all been to see me with great aridtj, 
particalarly Madame • • • *, the wife of our long^i 
envoy from Hanover. She has carried me to all the 
assembHes, and I have been magnificently entertained 
at her house, which is one of the finest here. 

You know, that all the nobility of this place are 
envoys from different states. Here are a great num- 
ber of them, and they might pass their time agreeably 
enough if they were less delicate on the point of 
ceremony. But, instead of joining in the design of 
making the town as pleasant to one another as they 
can, and improving their little societies, they amuse 
themselves no other way than with perpetual quarrels, 
which they take care to eternize, by leaving them to 
their successors ; and an envoy to Ratisbon receives, 
regularly, half a dozen quarrels among the perquisites 
of his employment. 

You may be sure the ladies are not wanting, on 
their side, in cherishing and improving these impor- 
tant picquet, which divide the town almost into as 
many parties ai there are families. They choose 
rather to suffer the mortification of sitting almost 
alone on their assembly nights, than to recede one 
jot from their pretensions. I have not been here 
above a week, and yet I have heard from almost 
eveiy one of them the whole history of their wrongs, 
and dreadful complaints of the injustice of their 
neighbours, in hopes to draw me to their party. But 
I think it very prudent to remain neuter, though, if 
I were to stay among them, there would be no pos- 
sibility of continiung so, their quarrels running so 
high, that they will not be civil to those that visit 
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theb adfenariei. The foondadon of these ereilast- 
ing diipntee toini entirely upon rank, place, and the 
title of Excelleocj, which they ill pmtend to ; nnd 
what ii Tciy haid, will giTe it id ndiody. For my 
p«It, 1 could DOt forbeti adrimng them (for the pobllc 
good) to gi*e the lilie of Excellency to every bcMly, 
whicik would include the receiving; it irom every body ; 
bat the veiy mention of nich a diihonourable peace 
was receiTed wiEh la mnch indignatian U Mrs. 
Blaekaire did tha motion of a Teference : and, indeed, 
I b^aa ta think myaelf 111 natnied, to offer to take 
from tbem, in a town where there are >o few diver- 
noiu, so entertaining an ammemrait. I know that 
my peaceable disposition already gives me a very ill 
^gnre, and that it is pi^Iicly wbiflpered, as a piece 
<f impertinent piide in me, that I have hilhetto been 
Midly dvil to every body, as if I thought nobody 
xid enough to quarrel with. I should be obliged 
chasge my behaviour if I did not intend to pursue 
y journey in a few days. 

I have been to eee the churches here, and bad the 

misaion of touching the relics, which was never 

'ered in places where I was not koown. 1 had, 

this privilege, Che opportunity of making an ob- 

ation, which I doubt not might have be^ made 

U the other churches, that the emeralds and tu- 

which they show round their reUcs and im^es 

nost of them taiie ; thongh they tell you that 

' of the croHfi and Madmnat, eet round with 

■tones, hAve been the gifts of the emperors 

thei great princes. I do not doubt, indeed, but 

■ere at first jewels of value ; but the goodlwAiw* 

NUHJ it conveaient to apply them to QCciet 'owai 
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and thfi people are just w ^yefl i>t^^^^^i 
glass. Among these idica they ahov'^jw^^^^ , 
digiooscUw.aet in gdd, which iheycaitfCC ,,j^ 
of agriflSn; and I could not forbear «akin^ ^^^ 
rend priest that showed it. Whether ^e ^^xOn 
a saint? • This question almost put Yum.\>anV/i^ 
gravity; but he answered. They only kept it 
curiosi^. I was very much scandalized at a l^^^T^ 
silver image of the Trimiy, where* the FtUker is 72^ 
presented under the figure of a decrepit old min^ 
with a beard down to his knees, and a triple croWn 
on his head, holding in his arms the Son, fixed oq 
the cross, and the ffofy Ghost, in the shape of a 
dove, hovering over him. 

Madam * ** * is come this minute to call me to 
the assembly, and forces me to tell you, very abruptly, 
that I am ever yours, &c. &c. 



vn. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Vienna, Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 
I AM now, my dear sister, safely arrived at Vienna; 
and, I thank God, have not at all suffered in my health, 
nor (what is dearer to me) in that of my child*, by 
all our fatigues. 

We travelled by water from Ratisbon, a journey 
perfectly agreeable, down the Danube, in one of those 
little vessels that they very properly call wooden 
houses, having in them all the conveniences of a 

• EdwanI Wortley Monttgn, her only son, waa bom iria. 
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palace, tpaves in the dbuBohen, kitchens, &c. They 
are xowed by twelre men each, and move with such 
incredible swiftness, that in the same day yon have 
the pleasure of a vast vaiiety of prospects; and within 
the space of a few hours, you have the pleasure of 
seeing a populous city adorned with magnificent pa- 
laces, and the most romantic solitudes which appear 
distant from the commerce of mankind, the banks of 
the Danube being charmingly diyendfied with woods, 
rocks, mountains covered with vines, fields of com, 
large cities, and ruios of ancient castles. I saw the 
great towns of Fassan and lintz, famous for the re- 
treat of the imperial court when Viemia was be- 
sieged. 

, This town, which has the honour of being the 
emperor's residence, did not at all answer my ideas 
of it, being much less than I expected to find it; the 
streets are very dose, and so narrow, one cannot ob- 
serve the fine fronts of the palaces, though many of 
them very well deserve observation, being truly mag- 
nifioent. They are built of fine white stone, and are 
excessively high. For, as the town is too little for 
the number of the people that desire to live in it, the 
builders seem to have projected to repair that mis- 
fbrtone, by clapping one town on the top of another, 
most of the houses being of five, and some of them 
aix stories. You may easily imi^;ine, that the streets 
being so narrow, the rooms are extremely dark ; and, 
what is an inconveniency much more intolerable, in 
my opinion, there is no house that has so few as five 
or six fiimiHes in it. The apartments of the greatest 
ladies, and even of the ministers of 6ta.ti&, vc.^ dx^^^^ 
hut by « partitiott from that oi a taato ox ^owsssa^^^ s 



own uBi?, an<i oQe higher lar [ii 
mt liave houses ot thsii am , 
I to n Uoeier will take them ; ai* ^ 
.(•■likh... .Urf.lo».)im,^ 
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I was yesterday at Count Schonbruim*, the vice- 
chancellor's garden, where I was invited to dinner. 
I must own, I never saw a place so perfectly de- 
lightful as the feuzburg of Vienna. It is very large, 
and almost wholly composed of delicious palaces. If 
the emperor found it proper to permit the gates of 
the town to be laid open, that the fauzburg might 
be joined to it, he would have one of the largest and 
best built cities in Europe. Count Schonbrunn's 
vUla is one of the most magnificent ; the furniture, 
all rich brocades, so well fancied and fitted up, no- 
thing can look more gay and splendid ; not to speak 
of a gallery, full of rarities of coral, mother of pearl, 
&c. and, throughout the whole house, a profusion of 
gilding, carving, fine paintingsi the most beautiful 
porcelain, statues of alabaster and ivory, and vast 
orange and lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner was 
perfectly fine and well ordered, and made still more 
agreeable by the good humour of the count. 

I have not yet been at court, being forced to stay 
ior my gown, without which there is no waiting on 
the empress ; though I am not without great impa- 
tience to see a beauty that has been the admiration 
of so many different nations. When I have had 
the honour, I will not fail to let you know my real 
thoughts, always taking a particular pleasure in com- 
municating them to my dear sister. 

* The palace of Schonbmnn is distant aboat two miles 
from Vienna. It was designed by John Bernard Fischers, 
the Palladio of Crermany, in 1096, and was afterwards need 
HI a l^untiDg seat by the emperor and liis court. 
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MR. POPB TO LADY MONTAGU. 
Twickenham, Ang. 18, 

MADAM, 

I CAN say little to recommend the letters I am 

ning to write to you, but that they will be th 

impartial representations of a free heart, a 

troest copies you ever saw, though of a ver^ 

original. Not a feature will be softened, or i 

▼antageous light employed to make the ugly 1 

little less hideous, but you shall find it in eJl r< 

most horribly like. You will do me an injui 

you look upon any thing I shall say from this i 

as a compliment either to you or to myself: wl 

I write win be the real thought of that hour, 

know you will no more expect it of me to pei 

till death in every sentiment or notion I now set 

than you would imagine a man's face should 

change after his picture was once drawn. 

The freedom I shall use in this manner of th 
aloud (as somebody calls it), or talking upon 
may indeed prove me a fool, but it will prove i 
of Uie best sort of fools, the honest ones. Anc 
what folly we have will infallibly buoy up at on 
or other in spite of all our art to keep it dowz 
afanost foohsh to take any pains to conceal it 
and almost knavish to do it from those that a 
friends. If Momus his project had taken, of ] 
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VvQ.dows in our breasts, I should be for carrying it 
further, and making those windows casements : that 
while a man showed his heart to all the world, he 
might do something more for his friends, e*en take it 
out, and trust it to their handling* I think I love you 
as well as king Herod coold Herodias (though I 
never had so much as one dance with you), and would 
as freely give you my heart in a dish as he did ano- 
ther's head. But since Jupiter will not have it so, I 
must he content to show my taste in life as I do my 
taste in painting, by loving to have as little drapery 
as possible, because it is good to use people to what 
they must be acquainted with ; and there will cer- 
tainly come some day of judgment to uncover every 
soul of us. We shall then see how the prudes of this 
world owed all their fine figure only to their being a 
little straiter laced, and that they were naturally as 
arrant squabs as those that went more loose, nay, as 
those that never girded their loins at all. 

But a particular reason to engage you to write 
your thoughts the more freely to me is, that I am 
confident no one knows you better. For I find, when 
others express their opinion of you, it frJls very short 
of mine, and I am sure, at the same time, theirs is 
such as you would think sufficiently in your favour. 

You may easily imagine how desirous I must be 
of a correspondence with a person who had taught me 
long agOj that it was as possible to esteem at first 
sight, as to love : and who has since ruined me for all 
the conversation of one sex, and almost all the friend- 
ship of the other. I am but too sensible, through 
your meansj that the company of men wants a certain 

c 
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softness to recammend it, and that of women wants 
every thing else. How often have I be6n quietly 
going to take possession of that tranquillity and indo- 
lence I had so long found in the country, when one 
evening of your conversation has spoiled me for a 
solitaire too ? Books have lost their effect upon tte ; 
and I was convinced since I saw you, that there is 
something more powerful than philosophy, and, since 
I heard you, that there is one iJive wiser than all the 
sages. A plague of female wisdom ! it makes a man 
ten times more imeasy than his own ! What is very 
strange, Virtue herself, when you have the dressmg 
her, is too amiable for one's repose. What a vrOrld 
of good might you have done in your time, if you had 
allowed half the fine gentlemen who have seen you to 
have but conversed with you ? They would have been 
strangely caught, while they thought" only to fall in 
love with a fair face, and you had bewitched them 
with reason and virtue ; two beauties, that the very 
fops pretend to have no acquaintance with. 

The unhappy distance at which we correspond re- 
moves a great many of those punctilious restrictions 
and decorums that oftentimes in nearer conversation 
prejudice truth to save good breeding. I may now 
hear of my faults, and you of your good qualities, 
without a blush on either side. We converse upon 
such unfortunate generous terms as exclude the re- 
gards of fear, shame, or design in either of us. And 
methinks it would be as ungenerous a part to impose 
even in a single thought upon each other, in this state 
of separation, as for spirits of a different sphere, who 
have so little intercourse with us, to employ that little 




(as some irodd make ul think they tlo), ia putting 
tricka and dehuions upon poor morab. 

Let me begin, then, mftduo, by aaking yon a qnea- 
ticn, which may enable me to judge better of my own 
cimdact than mot inatancea of my life. In what 
maimet did I behare the last hour I aaw yxm 1 What 
iegiee of concem did I discorer when I ^It a miafor- 
tone, which 1 hope yoaoerer will teel, that of paning 
trom what one rooit esteems i For if my partiLg 
locked but like tha:t of yom common acquaintance, I 
am the greatest of all the hypocrites that erec de- 
ceDcy made. 

I Derer since pass by the hooae but with Che same 
sort of melancholy that we feel upon seeing the tomb 
of a Mend, which only aerres to put us in mind of 
what we have lost. I le&ect upon the circumstances 
of your departure, your behaviour in what I may call 
your hut moments, and I indalge a gloomy kind of 
gatislkction in thinking yon gne some of those laat 
momenta to me. 1 would fain imagine this was not 
accidental, but proceeded from a penetration which I 
know you baie in finding out the truth of people'a 
sentimentg. and that you were not unwilling the last 
■ man that would have parted with you should be the 
last that did. I really looked upon you Chen, as the 
friends of Curtiua might have done upon that hero in 
the instant he was devoting himself to glory, and run- 
ning to be lost, out of geneiOfiity. I was obliged to 
admire your resolution in as great a degree as 1 de- 
plored iti and could only wi^ that Heaven would 
reward so much merit as was tci be taken fiora us, 
vrith all the felidty it could enjoy elsewhere. Mkj 
that person for n-btua you hate left aU llie '^Qi\it>^^ 
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80 just as to prefer you to all the world. I believe 
his good understanding has engaged him to do so hi- 
therto, and I think his gratitude must for the future. 
May yon continue to think him worthy of whatever 
f ou have done ; may you ever look upon him with 
the eyes of a first lover, nay, if possible, with all ttt 
unreasonable happy fondness of an unexperienced one, 
surrounded with aU the enchantments and ideas of ro- 
mance and poetry. In a word, may you receive firom 
him as many pleasures and gratifications as even I 
chink you can give. I wish this firom my heart, and 
while I examine what passes there in regard to yon, 
I cannot but glory in my own heart that it is capable 
of so much generosity. I am, with all unaltmble 
esteem and sincerity. 

Madam, 
Your most faithful obedient 

humble sen^ant, 

A. Pope. 



IX. 
TO MR POPE*. 

Vienna, Sept. 14, O. S. 1716. 

Perhaf^ you will laugh at me for thanking you very 
gravely for all the obliging concern you express for 

• In the eighth volume of Pope's Works, are first pablished 
thirteen of his letters to Lady Mary WorUey Montagu, com- 
mnnicated to Dr. Warton by the present primate of Ireland. 
These MSS. are in the possession of the Marqaig of Bute. 
As many are without date, the arrangement of them must be 
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me. It is certain 'that I may, if I please, take the 
fine things yon say to me for wit and raillery ; and, 
it may be, it would be taking them right. But I 
never, in my life, was half so well disposed to believe 
yon in earnest as I am at present, and that distance, 
which makes the continuation of your friendship im- 
probable, has very much increased my faith in it. 

I find that I have (a^ well as the rest of my sex), 
whatever face I set on it, a strong disposition to be- 
lieve in miracles. Do not fancy, however, that I am 
infSelcted by the air of these popish countries ; I have, 
indeed so £bt wandered from the discipline of the 
church of England, as to have been last Sunday at 
the opera, which was performed in the garden of the 
Favorita; and I was so much pleased with it, I have 
not yet repented njiy seeing it. Nothing of that kind 
ever was more magnificent; and I can easily believe 
what I am told, that the decorations and habits cost 
the emperor thirty thousand pounds sterling. The 
stage was built over a very large canal, and, at the 
beginning of the second act, divided into two parts, 
discovering the water, on which there immediately 
came, from different parts, two fleets of little gilded 
vessels, that gave the representation of a naval fight. 
It is not easy to imagine the beauty of this scene, 
which I took particular notice of. But all the rest 
were perfectly fine in their kind. The story of the 

directed by cSrcomRtaiices ; and, as most of them were written 
to Lady Mary daring her first absence from* England, we shall 
advert to them, as making a part of this correspondence. 

The letter of Pope, to which this is an answer, is printed 
from the original MS. 



so 
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opera is the enchantment of Akma, which gxrei ^ 
portunities for a great yarie^ of machines, and chaa j^ 
of the scenes, which are performed with a snipris^ 
swiftness. The theatre is so large, that it is hard 
carry the eye to the end of it, and the habits in t^ 
utmost magnificence, to the nxmiber of one hondr^ 
and eight. No house could hold such large decora- 
tions; but the ladies all sitting in the open air, ex- 
poses them to great inconveniences; for there is bat 
one canopy for the imperial family; and the fint 
night it was represented, a shower of rain happening, 
the opera was broken off, and the company crowded 
away in such confusion, that I was almost squeezed 
to death. 

But if their operas are thus delightful, their come- 
dies are in as high a degree ridiculous. They have 
but one playhouse, where I had the curiosity to go 
to a German comedy, and was very glad it happened 
to be the story of Amphitryon. As that subject has 
been already handled by a Latin, French, and English 
poet, I was curious to see what an Austrian teithai 
would make of it. I understood enough of that lan- 
guage to comprehend the greatest part of it; and, 
besides, I took with me a lady, who had the goodness 
to explain to me every word. The way is, to take a 
box, which holds four, for yourself and company. The 
fixed price is a gold ducat. I thought the house very 
low and dark ; but, I confess, the comedy admirabljf 
recompensed that defect. I never laughed so much 
in my life. It began with Jupiter's falling in love 
out of a peephole in the clouds, and ended with the 
birth of Hercules. But what was most pleasant was 
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the use Jupiter made of his metamorphosis ; for you 
no sooner saw him under the figure of Amphitryon, 
but, instead of flying to Alcmena, with the raptures 
Mr. Dryden puts into his mouth, he sends for Am- 
phitryon's tailor, and cheats him of a laced coat, and 
his banker of a bag of money, a Jew of a diamond 
ring, and bespeaks a great supper in his name : and 
the greatest part of the comedy turns upon poor Am- 
phitryon's b^g tormented by these people for their 
debts. Mercury uses Sosia ui the same manner. But 
I could not easUy pardon the liberty the poet has 
taken of larding his play with, not only indecent ex- 
pressions, but such gross words, as I don't thiok our 
mob would suffer from a mountebank. Besides, the 
two Sosias very fairly let down their breeches ia the 
direct view of the boxes, which were full of people of 
the first rank, that seemed very well pleased with 
their entertainment, and assured me this was a cele- 
brated piece. 

I shall conclude my letter with 'this remarkable re- 
lation, very well worthy the serious consideration of 
Mr. Collier*. I will not trouble you with farewell 
complimiBnts, which I tlunk generally as impertinent 
as curtsies at leaving the room, when the visit had 
been too long already. . . . 

• Jeremy Collier, an English divine, eminent for tiis piety 
and wit. 
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red, green, and yellow stones, that it certainly re- 
quires as much art and experience to carry the load 
upright, as to dance upon May day with the garland. 
Their whalebone petticoats outdo ours by several yards 
circumference, and cover some acres of ground. 

You may easily suppose how this extraordinary 
dress sets off and improves the natural ugliness with 
which God Almighty has been pleased to endow thero, 
generally speaking. Even the lovely empress herself 
is obliged to comply, in some degree, with these ab- 
surd fashions, which they would not quit for all the 
world. I had a private audience (according to cere- 
mony) of half an hour, and then all the other ladies 
were permitted to come and make their court. I was 
perfectly charmed with the empress : I cannot, how- 
ever, tell you that her features are regular ; her eyes 
are not large, but have a lively look, full of sweetness ; 
her complexion the finest I ever saw ; her nose and 
forehead well made, but her mouth has ten thousand 
charms, that touch the soul. When she smiles, it is 
with a beauty and sweetness that forces adoration. 
She has a vast quantity of fine fair hair; but then 
her person! — one must speak of it poetically to do it 
rigid justice ; all that the poets have said of the mien 
of Juno, the air of Venus, come not up to the truth. 
The Graces move with her; the famous statue of 
Medids was not formed with more delicate propor- 
tions; nothing can be added to the beauty of her 
neck and hands. Till I saw them, I did not believe 
there were any in nature so perfect, and I was almost 
sorry that my rank here did not permit me to kiss 
them ; but they are kissed sufficiency ; for ever^ bod^ 
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that waits on her pays that homage at their entrance, 
and when they take leave* 

When the hidies were come in, she sat down to 
quinze. I could not play at a game I had never seea 
before, and she ordered me a seat at her right hand, 
and had the goodness to talk to me very much, with 
that grace so natural .to her. I expected every mo- 
ment, when the men were to come in to pay their 
court; but this drawingroom is very difierent irom 
that of England; no man enters it but the grand 
master, who comes in to advertise the empress of the 
approach of the emperor. His imperial majesty did 
me the honour of speaking to me in a very obliging 
manner; but he never speaks to any of the other 
ladies ; and the whole passes with a gravity and air 
of ceremony that has something very formal in it. 

The Empress Amelia, dowager of the late Emperor 
Joseph, came this evening to wait on the reigniiig 
empress, followed by the two archduchesses, her 
daughters, who are very agreeable young princesses. 
Their imperial majesties rose, and went to meet her 
at the door of the room, after which she was seated 
in an armed chair, next the empress, and in the same 
manner at supper, and there the men had the per^ 
mission of paying their court. The archduchess^ 
sat on chairs with backs without arms. The table 
was entirely served, and all the dishes set on by the 
empress's maids of honour, which are twelve young 
ladies of the first quality. They have no salary, but 
their chamber at court, where they live in a sort of 
confinement, not being suffered to go to the assemblies 
or public places in town, except in compliment to the 
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wedding of a diter mud, whom the empien tlwaja 
preacots ivith her picture aet in diamonda. The three 
tint ot them are oiled IoiImi d/ lA* by, and we«r 
gold kcTB b; their udei } but what I find most plea- 
Buit is the coBtom which obliges them, u long as 
amy lire, aftw the]' have left the eropresa's WTnce, 
to make her some present eveiy yeta on the day of 
her feast. Hei majesQr a serred by tut nuiried wo- 
mcQ bnt Che gnmdt tiaitrtm, who is goietally a 
widow of the Grst quality, always very old, and is at 
the same time gToom of the stole, and mothei of the 
maids. The dresaers are not at all in tbe figure they 
pretend to in England, being looked upon no aihei- 

I had an audience next day of Che empreaa mother, 
■ piiacesB of great virtue and goodness, but who piques 
henetf too much on a nolant devotion. She is per- 
petually perfonning eitraoidiniuy acta of penance, 
withool tuning erer done any thing to deaeive them. 
%be has the same number of maids of hmiout, whom 
•ha mflaia to go ia colours; bat she herself never 
quits her monnung : and sure ootLing can be more 
dismal than the moutning here, eren for a brother. 
There is not the least bit of linen to be seen ; all 
Uack crape instead of it The neck, ears, and side 
of the &ce, are covered vrith a plaited piece of the 
same stuff, and the &ce, chat peeps out in the midst 
ofiC,loaksasif it were pilloried. The widows wear, 
orer and abore, a crape forehead cloth ; and in this 
•demn weed go to all the puUic places of diieiuon 
vitlunt scruple. 

Tbe neit day I was to wait on the Empress Amelia., 
who is now st her palace of iBtUQQifiiit,'b)iU n. 'ai&« 



from the town. I had tfa«re tha ptoawrgof haa iig t " 

diversion wholly new to me, bat which is the cnftnnoQ 

amusement of this court. The empress herself wis 

seated on a little throne at the end of the &^e idlej 

in the garden, and on each side of her were ranged 

two parties of her ladies of quality, headed by two 

young archduchesses, all dressed in their hair full of 

jewels, with fine light guns in their hands; and at 

proper distances were placed three oval pictures, 

which were the marks to be shot at. The first was 

that of a Cupid, filling a bumper of Burgimdy, and 

the motto, *Tis easy to he valiani here. The second, 

a Fortune, holding a garland in her hand, the motto. 

For her whom Fortune favours. The third was a 

Sword, with a laurel wreath on the point, the motto. 

Here is no shame to be vanquished. Near the empress 

was a gilded trophy wreathed with flowers, and made 

of little crooks, on which were hung rich Turkish 

handkerchiefs, tippets, ribbons, laces, &cc for the 

small prizes. The empress gave the first with her 

own hand, which was a fine ruby ring, set round with 

diamonds, in a gold snuffbox. ' There was for the 

second a little Cupid set with brilliants : and, besides 

these, a set of fine china for the teatable, enchased in 

gold, japan trunks, fans, and many gallantries of the 

same nature. All the men of quali^ at Vienna were 

spectators; but the ladies only hsid permission to 

shoot, and the Archduchess Amelia carried off the 

first prize. I was very well pleased with having seen 

this entertainment, and I do not know but it might 

make as good a figure as the prize shooting in the 

Eneid, if I could write as weU as VirgU. This is the 

favourite pleasure of the emperor, and there is rarely 



LADY Montagu's letters. 37 

a wetk withoat some feast of this kind, which makes 
the young ladies skilful enough to defend a fort. 
They laughed very much to see me afraid to handle 
a gun. 

My dear sister, you will easily pardon an abrupt 
ctmdasion. I believe, by this time, you are ready to 
fear I shall never conclude at all. 



XL 
TO THE LADY RICH. 

Vienna, SepL 20, O. S. 1716. 

I AM extremely pleased, but not at all surprised, at 
the long delightful letter you have had the goodness 
to send me. I know that you can think of an absent 
friend even in the midst of a court, and you love to 
obUge, where you can have no view of a return ; and 
I expect from you that you should love me, and think 
of me, when you do not see me. 

I have compassion for the mortifications that you 
tell me befell our little friend, and I pity her much 
more, since I know that they are only owing to the 
barbarous customs of our country. Upon my word, 
if she were here, she would have no other fault but 
that of being something too young for the fEbshion, 
and she has nothing to do but to transplant herself 
hither about seven years hence, to be again a young 
and blooming beau^. I can assure you that wrinkles, 
or a small stoop in the shoulders, nay, even gray hairs, 
are no objection to the making new conquests. I 
know you cannot easiiy figure to youx&Q\t ^ ^^^^"^ 
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fellow of five-and-twenty ogling my Lady SaffiA with 
passion, or pressing to hand ^e Connteis of Oxftfd 
from an opera. But snch are the sights I see efoy 
day, and I do not perceive any body surprised it 
them but myielf. A woman, till five-and-^thirtjry is oikly 
looked upon as a raw girl; and can possibly make 
no noise in the world till about forty. I do not knoir 
what your ladyship may think of this matter : b^t it 
is a considerable comfort to me, to know there is upon 
earth such a paradise for old women ; and I am con- 
tent to be insignificant at present, in the design of 
returning when I am fit to appear nowhere else. I 
cannot help lamenting, on this occasion, the pitifbl 
case of too many good English ladies, long since re- 
tired to prudery and ratafia, whom, if their stara had 
luckily conducted hither, would shine in, the first rank 
of beauties. Besides, that perplexing word repmUUiom 
has q\iite another meaning here thiui what 3roa give 
it at London ; and getting a lover is so far from lo^ng 
that it is properly getting reputation; ladies being 
much more respected in regard to the rank of their 
lovers, than that of their husbands. « 

But what you will think very odd, the two sects 
that divide the whole nation of petticoats are utterly 
unknown in this place. Here are neither coquettes 
nor prudes. No woman dares appear coquette enough 
to encourage two lovers at a time. And I have not 
seen any such prudes as to pretend fidelity to their 
husbands, who are certainly the best natured set of 
people in the world, and look upon their wives' gal- 
lants as favourably as men do upon their deputies, 
that take the troublesome part of their business off 
their hands, Th^y have not, however, the less to do 
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aocount; for they aie generally deputies in 
place themseWes ; in one word, it ii the estap 
imstom for erery lady to hare two husboiidsy 
t bears the name, and another that performs 
ies. And these engagements are so well 
that it would be a downright affiront, and 

resented, if you invited a woman of quality 
r, without, at the same time, inviting her two 
Its of lover and husband, between whom she 
tate with great gravity. The sub-marriages 
y last twenty years together, ai^d the lady 
immands the poor lover's estate, even to the 
in of his family. 

) connections, indeed, are seldom begun by 
1 passion as other matdies ; for a man makes 
M figure that is not in some commerce of this 

and a woman looks out for a lover as soon 
is married, as part of her equipage, without 
he could not be genteel ; and the first article 
Teaty is establishing the pension, which re- 

the lady in case the gallant should prove 
mt. This chargeable point of honour I look 
\ the real foundation of so many wanderfol 
!8 of constancy. I reaUy know some women 
rst quality, whose pensions are as well known 

annual rents, and yet nobody esteems them 
I ; on the contrary, their discretion would be 

1 question, if they should be suspected to be 
les for nothing. A great part of their emular 
sists in trying who shall get most ; and having 
^e at all is so far a disgrace, that I will assure 
ady who is very much my friend hctft,\ft\AL 
yesterday bow much I was o\>\i.^^ Vi\kKi ^sst 
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justifying my conduct in a convenatioii relating to 
me, where it was publicly asserted that I could not 
possibly have common sense, since I had been in • 
town above a fortnight, and had made no steps to- 
wards commencing an amour. My friend pleaded 
for me, that my stay was uncertain, and she believed 
that was the cause of my seeming stupidity; and this 
was all she could find to say in my justification. 

But one of the pleasantest adventures I ever met 
with in my life was last night, and it will give you a 
just idea in what a delicate manner the belieipassioM 
are managed in this country. I was at the assembly 

of the countess of , and the young count of , 

leading me down stairs, asked me how long I was to 
stay at Vienna? I made answer that my stay de- 
pended on the emperor, and it was not in my power 
to determine it. '* Well madam," said he, "whether 
your time here is to be long or short, I think you 
ought to pass it agreeably ; and to that end you must 
engage in a Utile affair of the heart,*' " My heart," 
answered I, gravely enough, '' does not engage very 
easily ; and I have no design of parting with it." 
" I see, madam," said he, sighing, '<by the ill nature 
of that answer, " I am not to hope for it, which is a 
great mortification to me that am charmed with you. 
But, however, I am still devoted to your service; 
and, since I am not worthy of entertaining you my- 
self, do me the honour of letting me know whom you 
like best among us, and I'll engage to manage the 
affair entirely to your satisfaction." You may judge 
in what manner I should have received this compli- 
ment in my own country; but I was well enough 
acquainted with the way of this, to know that he 
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reaUy intended me an obligation, and I thanked him 
with a very graye curtsy for his zeal to serve me, and 
only assured him I had no occasion to make use of it. 
Thus you see, my dear, that gallantry and good 
breeding are as different, in different climates, as 
morality and religion. Who have the rightest notions 
of both we shall never know till the day of judgment ; 
for which great day of edaircissement, I own there is 
very little impatience in your, &c. &c. 



XII. 
TO MRS. THISTLETHWAYTE. 

Yienna, Sept. 26, O. S. 1716. 

I WAS never more agreeably surprised than by your 
obliging letter. It is a peculiar mark of my esteem 
that I tell you so ; and I can assure you, that if I 
loved you one grain less than I do, I should be very 
sorry to see it so diverting as it is. The mortal 
a^OTsion I have to writing makes me tremble at the 
thoughts of a new correspondent; and I believe I 
have disobliged no less than a dozen of my London 
acquaintance by refusing to hear from them, though 
I did verily think they intended to send me very en- 
tertaining letters. But I had rather lose the pleasure 
of reading several witty things, than be forced to 
write many stupid ones. 

Yet, in spite oi these considerations, I am charmed 
veith this proof of your friendship, andbe^ % CiCsii^M- 
ation of the same goodness, though 1 ie«c VSc^ft ^xjSfiafcsa 
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xm. 

TO THE LADY X • • •. 

Yienni, Oct. 1, O. S. in0. 

You desire me, madam, to send you some acanmt of 
the customs here, and at the same time a descriptiai 
of Vienna. I am always willing to obey your com- 
mands; but you must, upon this occasion, take the 
will for the deed. If I should undertake to tell yon 
all the particulars, in which the manners here d^Ser 
from ours, I must write a whole quire of the dullest 
stuff that ever was read, or printed without being 
read. Their dress agrees with the French or Engliflh 
in no one article, but wearing petticoats. They have 
many fashions peculiar to themselves ; they think it 
indecent for a widow ever to wear green or rose 
colour, but all the other gayest colours -at her own 
discretion. The assemblies here are the only regular 
diversion, the operas being always at conrt, and 
commonly on some particular occasion. Madame 
Kabutin has the assembly constantly every night at 
her house ; and the other ladies, whenever they have 
a mind to display the magnificence of their apart- 
ments, or oblige a friend by complimenting them on 
the day of their saint, they declare that on sach a 
day the assembly shall be at their house in honour of 

the feast of the count or countess such a one. 

These days are called days of Gala, and all the friends 
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or reladons of the lady, whose saint it is, are obliged 
to ^ypear in their best clothes, and all their jewels. 
The mistress of the house takes no particular notice 
of any body, nor returns any body's visit; and who- 
ever pleases may go, without the fonnality of being 
presented. The company are entertained with ice 
in several forms, wmter and summer; afterwards 
they divide into several parties of ombre, piquet, or 
conversation, all games of hazard being forbidden. 

I saw tiie other day the gala for Count Altheim, 
the emperor's favourite, and never in my life saw so 
many fine clothes ill fancied: they embroider the 
richest gold stufis ; and provided they can make their 
clothes expensiye enough, that is all the taste they 
show in them. On other days, the general dress is a 
•scarf, and what you please under it. 

But now I am speaking of Vienna, I am sur6 you 
expect I should say something of the convents ; they 
are of all sorts and skies, but I am best pleased with 
that of St. Lawrence, where the ease and neatness 
they seem to live with appears to be much more edi- 
i^^ing than those stricter orders, where perpetual pen- 
ance and nai^tiness must breed discontent and wretch- 
edness. The nuns are all of quality. I think there 
are to the number of fifty. They have each of them 
a little cell perfectly clean, the walls of which are 
cofFexed with pictures more or less fine, according to 
their quality. A long white stone gallery runs by 
all of them, furnished with the pictures of exemplary 
sisters; the chapel is extremely neat and richly 
adorned. But I could not forbear laughing at their 
showing me a wooden head of our Saviour, which, 
they assured me, spoke during tKe u.e^<& q&'^'vsosa.n 
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and, as a proof of it, bid me mark his mouth, whiA 
had been open ever since. Nothing can be more be- 
coming than the dress of these nuns : it is a whits 
robe, the sleeres of which are turned up with fine vridtB 
calico, and their headdress the same, excepting a small 
veil of black crape that falls behind. They ha:ve a 
lower sort of serving nuns, that wait on them as ihear 
chambermaids : they receive all visits of women, and 
play at ombre in their chambers, with permission of 
their abbess, which is very easy to be obtained. I never 
saw an old woman so good natured ; she is near four- 
score, and yet shows very little sign of decay, being 
still lively and cheerful. She caressed me as if I had 
been her daughter, giving me some pretty things of 
her own work, and sweetmeats in abundance. The 
grate is not of the most rigid ; it is not very hard to 
put a head through, and I do not doubt but a man, a 
little more slender than ordinary, might squeeze in his 
whole person. The young Count of Salmes came to 
the grate while I was there, and the abbess gave him 
her hand to kiss. But I was surprised to find here 
the only beautiful young woman I have seen at Vi- 
enna, and not only beautiful but genteel, witty, and 
agreeable, of a great family, and who had been the 
admiration of the town. I could not forbear showing 
my surprise at seeing a nun like her : she made me 
a thousand obliging compliments, and desired me to 
come often : " It will be an infinite pleasure to me," 
said she, sighing, " but I avoid, with the greatest care, 
seeing any of my former acquaintance, and whenever 
they come to our convent, I lock myself in my cell." 
I observed tears come into her eyes, which touched 
me extremely, and I began to talk to her in that strain 
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of tender pity she inspired me with ; but she would 
not own to me that she was not perfectly happy. I 
bare since endeavoured to learn the real cause of her 
ret ir ement, without being able to get any other ac- 
count but that every body was surprised at it, and 
nobody guessed the reason. 

I have been several times to see her ; but it gives 
me too much melancholy to see so agreeable a young 
creature buried alive. I am not surprised that nuns 
have so often inspired violent passions ; the pity one 
naturally feels for them, when they seem worUiy of 
another destiny, making an easy way for yet more 
tender sentiments. I never in my life had so little 
charity for the Roman Catholic religion, as since I 
see the misery it occasions so many poor unhappy 
wom^n ! and then the gross superstition of the com- 
mon people, who are some or other of them, day and 
night, offering bits of candle to the wooden figures that 
>are set up almost in every street. The processions I 
see very often are a pageantry as offensive, and appa- 
rently contradictory to common sense, as the pagods of 
China : God knows whether it be the womanly spirit 
of contradiction that works in me ; but there never 
before was such zeal against popery in the heart of, 

Dear Madam, &c. &c. 
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TO MR. POPB». 

Yienna, Oct, 10, 0. g. 17 

I DESERVE not all the reproaches you make me. 
have been some time without answering your h 
it is not that I do not know how many thanki 
due to you for it ; or that I am stupid enough to p 
any amusements to the pleasure of hearing ftom 
but after the professions of esteem you have so ( 
ingly made me, I cannot help delaying, as loi^ 
can, showing you that you are misteken. If yoi 
sincere, when you say you expect to be extra 
entertained by my letters, I ought to be mortifii 
the disappointment that I am sure you will rec 
when you hear from me ; though I have done my 
endeavours to find out something worth wiitin 
you. 

I have seen every thing that was to be seen 
a very diligent curiosity. Here are some fine vi 
particularly the late Prince of Lichtenstein's ; bu 
statues are all modem, and the pictures not of 
first hands : it is true, the emperor has some of { 
value. I was yesterday to see the repository, w 
they call his treasure, where they seem to have 1 
more diligoit in amassing a great quantity of th: 
than in the choice of them. I spent about five h 

* Pope's letter, to which this is in reply, is prinU 
Walton's edition, vol. viii. p. 388. 
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tli0re» aad yet there were very few things that stopped 
me kmg to consider them : but the number is prodi- 
gious, being a very long gallery filled on both sides, 
and five large rooms. There is a vast quantity of 
paintJiigBi among which are many fine miniatures : 
but the most valuable pictures are a few of Corregio, 
those of Titian being at the Favorita. 
. The cabinet of jewels did not appear to me so rich 
as I expected to see it. They showed me here a cup, 
about the size of a tea dish, of one entire emerald, 
which they had so particular a respect for, that only 
the emperor has the liberty of touching it. There is 
a large cabinet full of curiosities of clockwork, only 
one of which I thought worth observing, that was a 
craw-fish, with all the motions so natural, that it was 
hard to distinguish it from the life*. 

The next cabinet was a large collection of agates, 
some of them extremely beautiful, and of an uncom- 
mon size, and several vases of lapis lazuli. I wta 
surprised to see the cabinet of medals so poorly fur- 
nished ; I did not remark one of any value, and they 
are kept in a most ridiculous disorder. As to the an- 
tiques, very few of them deserve that name. Upon my 
saying th6y were modem, I could not forbear laughing 
at the answer of the profound antiquary that showed 
them, that "they were ancient enough; for to his 
knowledge, they had been there these forty years." 
But the next cabinet diverted me yet better, b^g no- 
thing else but a parcel of wax babies, and toys in ivory, 

* The imperial cabinet at Vienna has been greatly improved 
since 1716, by tlie Emperors Joseph and Ferdinand. In the 
classes of mineralogy, and a collection of medals, it now 
yields to few others in Eorope. 
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•very well worthy to be presented to children of five 
years old. Two of the rooms were wholly filled with 
these tribes of all kinds, set in jewels, amongst whidk 
I was desired to observe a crucifix, that they amned 
me had spoken very wisely to the £mperor Leopold. 
I will not trouble you with a catalogue of the lert of 
the lumber ; but I must not forget to mentioQ a small 
piece of loadstone that held up an anchor of steel too 
heavy for me to lift: this is what I thought most 
curious in the whole treasure, tliere are somejew 
heads of ancient statues ; but several of them are de- 
faced by modem additions. 

I foresee that you will be very little satisfied with 
this letter, and I dare hardly ask you to be good- 
natured enough to charge the dulness of it on the 
barrenness of the subject, and to overlook the stupi* 
dity of. 

Yours, &C. &c. 



XV. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Prague, Nov. 17, O. S. 1716. 

I HOPE my dear sister wants no new proofs of my sin- 
cere affection for her : but I am sure, if you do, I 
could not give you a stronger than writing at this 
time, after three days, or, more properly speal^ing, 
three nights and days, hard post-travelling. 

The kingdom of Bohemia is the most desert of any 
I have seen in Germany. The villages are so poor, 
and the post-houses so miserable, that clean straw 
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uid fur mter tie blesaiDgg not alfraya to be msc 
irith, and better &ccoimnodatioii not to be hoped for. 
Though I cBiried 1117 own bed wilh me, 1 could not, 
KauetimM, find & place to s«t it ap in ; aiu] I nther 
choee to tiATel ill night, u cold an it is, wrapped np 
in my fan, than go into the cenunOD itoiei, which are 
DDed with a mixture of all aorta of ill Bcenti. 

This town waa once the Toyal seat of the Bohemian 
kings, and ia itill the c^tal of the kingdom. There 
■re yet eome remains of its former splendour, being 
one of the largest towns in Germany, bat, tbr the 
meet part, old buiJt, and ^linly inhaUted, which 
makes the houses tbi; cheap. Those people of qua- 
il^, who cannot easily bear (he eipense of Vienna, 
chooM to reside here, where they hare assemblies, 
mudc, and all other diversions (those of a court ei- 
cepted), at toi; moderate rates, all things being here 
in great abundance, eapecially the best wild fowl I 
ever tasted. I have already been visited by some of 
the most consideTttble ladies, whose relations I know 
at Vienna ' they are dressed after the fashions there, 
after the manner that the people at Exeter imitate those 
ot Londoc 'j that is, their imitation is more excessiTe 
than the original : it is not easy to describe what ei- 
traordinajy figures they make. The person is so mucli 
lost between headdress and petticoat, that they have 
■a much occasion to write upon their backs, " This is 
A womu," for the informadoa of travellers, as ever 
■iga-post painter had to write, " This is a bear." 

I will not forget 10 write to you again from Pres- 
don and Leipiig, being much more solicitous to con- 
tent your curiosity, than to indulge my own rebate. 
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XVL 
TO THE COUNTESS OF MAB. 

Leipzig, Nov. SI. O. S. IHS. 

I BELiE\'E, dear sister, you will easily fozgiYe my not 
writing to you from Dresden, as I promised, when I 
tell you, that { never went out of my chaise from 
Prague to this place. 

You may imagine how heartily I was tired with 
twenty-four hours' post-travelling, without sleq> or 
refreshment (for I can never sleep in a coach, how- 
ever fatigued). We passed, by moonshine, the friglit- 
fiil precipices that divide Bohemia from Saxony, at 
the bottom of which runs the river Elbe ; but I can- 
not say, that I had reasoa to fear drowning in it, being 
perfectly convinced, that, in case of a tumble, it was 
utterly impossible to come idive to the bottom. In 
many places the road is so narrow, that I could not 
discern an inch of space between the wheels and the 
precipice : yet I was so good a wife, as not to wake 
Mr. Wortley, who was fast asleep by my side, to 
make him diare in my fears, since the danger was 
unavoidable, till I perceived, by the bright light <ii 
the moon, our postillions nodding on horseback, while 
the horses were on a full gallop: then, indeed, I 
thought it very convenient to call out to desire them 
to look where they were going. My calling waked 
Mr. Wortley, and he was much more surprised than 
myself at the situation we were in, and assured me, 
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that be pawad tbs Alps five times in differont places, 
withont ever harii^ gone a road so dangerous. I have 
been f>ld since, lliat it is common to find tlie bodies 
of tniTellen in the Elbe ; bat, tbank God, that was 
not onr destisy : and we came safe to Dresden, so 
mncb tired with fear and fatigae, it was not poaaible 
fi>r me to compose myself to write. 

After paaung these dreadful rocks, Dresden »p- 
peared to me a wondeifolly agreeable sitoatioD, in a 
fine large plain on the banks {^ the Elbe : I was veiy 
^ad to stay there a da; to rest myaelf. The town is 
the neatest I have Been in German; { moat of the 
hansel are new built; the elector's palace is rer; 
hBndaome, and his repositor; full of curioeities of dif- 
ferent kinds, with, a collection of medals very much 
esteemed. Sir [Ubert Satton, onr fcing's enro;, came 
to see me here, and Madame de L***, whom I 
knew in London, when her husband was minister to 
the king of Poland there : she aSBieA me all things 
in her power to entertun me, and brought some ladies ' 
with her, whdm she presented to me. The Saxon 
ladies resemble the Austrian no more than the Chi- 
neee do those of London ; they aie Tery genteelly 
dressed after the Englieh and French modes, and 
have generally pretty faces, but they are the most 
determined minaiidiirti in the whole world; they 
would think it a mortal sin againat good-breeding, if 
they either spoke or moved in a natural manner : 
they all affect a little soft lisp, and a pretty pitty-pat 
step ; which female frailties ought, howerer, to be for- 
giren them, in favour of th«r civility and good nature 
to Btransen, which I have agrfU dea^t^t^tuiaVa 
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TheCounteflsofCozeUeiikeptpri^pneTina rmeiaB- 
choly castle, some leagues from hence ; and I ouuiot 
forbear telling yon what I have heard of heri \^eaau» 
it seems to me very extraordinary, though I fbreaee I 
shall swell my letter to the size of a packet. — She was 
mistress to the King of Poland (elector of Saxony), 
i^ith so absolute a dominion over him, that never any 
lady had so much power in that court. They tell a 
pleasant story of his majesty's first declaration of love, 
which he made in a visit to her, bringing in one hand 
a bag of a hundred thousand crowns, and in tbe 
other a horse-shoe, which he snapped asunder heforo 
her face, leaving her to draw the consequences of such 
remarkable proofs of strength and liberality. I know 
not which charmed her most ; but she consented to 
leave her husband, and to give herself ap to him ea- 
tireiy, being divorced publicly, in such a manner as, 
by their laws, permits either party to marry again. 
God knows whether it was at this time, or in some 
other fond fit, but it is certain the king had the weak- 
ness to make her a formal contract of mazriage; 
which, though it could signify nothing during the life 
of tlie queen, pleased her so well, that she could not 
be contented without telling it to all the people she 
saw, and giving herself the airs of a queen. Men en- 
dure every thing while they are in love; but when 
the excess of passion was cooled by long possession, 
his majesty began to reflect on the Ul consequences of 
leaving such a paper in her hands, and desired to 
have it restored to him. But she rather chose to 
endure all the most violent effects of his anger, than 
give it up ; and though she is one of the richest and 
most avaricious ladies of her country, she has refused 
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the ofier of the contimiatioii of a large pension, and 
the flecurity of a vast sum of money she has amassed ; 
and has, at last, provoked the king to confine her 
penoQ'to a castle, where she endures all the terrors 
of a strait imprisonment, and remains still inflexible, 
either to threats or promises. Her violent passions 
have brought her indeed into fits which, it is sup- 
posed, will soon put an end to her life. I cannot 
forbear having some compassion for a woman that 
snfiers'for a point of honour, however mistaken, es< 
pedally in a country where points of honour are not 
overscrupulously observed among ladies. 

I could have wished Mr. Wortley's business had 
permitted him a longer stay at Dresden. 

Perhaps I am partial to a town where they profess 

the Protestant religion; but every thing seemed to 

me with quite another air of politeness than I have 

Sound in other places. Leipzig, where I am at pre- 

ent> is a town very cgnsiderable for its trade ; and I 

ike this opportuni^ of buying pages' liveries, gold 

nflb for myself, &c. all things of that kind being 

least double tiiie price at Vienna ; partly because 

the excessive customs, and partly through want of 

lias and industry in the people, who make no one 

t of thing there ; so that the ladies are obliged to 

1 even for their shoes out of Saxony. The fair 

) is one of the most considerable in Germany, 

the resort of all the people of quality, as well as 

e merchants. This is also a fortified town, but 

id ever mentioning fortifications, being sensible 

I know not' how to speak of them. I am the 

easy under my ignorance, when I tefle<:l\.\\a.\.\ 
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[> you \%ill willingly forgire the 
tie you the most exact descripticia of ^jV 
i and bastions I see in my travelsy Idar& ^-^^ 
uld ask me, What is a ravelin 1 and, y^:^^^\ 
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Adiea, my dear 8tft«er/ 
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TO THE COUNTESS OP MAR. 

Brunswick, Nor. 93, O. S. 1718. 

come to Brunswick, a very old town, hot 
3 the advantage of being the capita] of the 
•Volfcnbuttle's dominions, a fainily (not to 
ts ancient honours) illustrious, hy havii^ 
r branch on the throne of England, and 
m two empresses to Germany. I have 
n to drink your health here in mom, 
nk, very well deserves its reputation of 
\t in the world. This letter is the third 
n to you during my journey ; and I de- 
hat if you do not send me immediately 
account of all the changes and chances 
vdon acquaintance, I will not write yoa 
of Hanover (where I hope to be to- 
I know you have more curiosi^ to 
:e than any other. 
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TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL. 

HuiOTW, NOY. M, O. S. ITIB. 

I HicBivED jma IsdjBhip'a letter bat the day before 
I left Vienna, tbougb, b; the d*te, I ought to have 
had it much sooner ^ but nothing was ever wone re- 
gutated than the post in most part* of GsTmany. I 
cBn aaauie yon the packet at Prague waa behind my 
diaiae, and in that manner conveyed to Dresden, so 
that the secrets of haif the country were at my metcy, 
if I had any cuiionty for them. I would not longer 
delay my tliauka for yours, though the nmnber of 
my acquintances here, and my doty of attending at 
court, leave me hardly any time to diqMse of. 1 am 
extTemely pleased that I can tetl you, without flattery 
or partiaUty, that our young prince * has all the ac- 
complishments that it is posaible to hare at his age, 
with an air of sprightlineae and underatauding, and 
something so very engaging and euiy in bis behaTiour, 
that he needs not the advantage of his rtnk to appear 
cbArtning. 1 had the honour of a long conveiaation 
with him last night, before the king came in. His 
governor retired on purpoee (as he told me after- 
wards) that I might make some judgment of his ge- 
nius, by hearing him speak without constraint; and 
I was soiprised at the quickness and politeaen that 
appeared in every thing he said ; joined to a pemm 

* Hie biber of hit late mi^eU-j. 
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XIX. 
TO THB LADY RICH. 

Hanoyer, Oct. 1, O. S. 1718. 

I AH Texy gladi my dear Lady Rich, that you have 

been so well pleased, as yoa tell me, at the report of 

my returning to England; though, like other plea- 

tmes, I can assure you it has no Teal foundation. I 

hope you know me enough to take my word against 

any report concerning me. It is true, as to distance 

of place, I am much nearer to London than I was 

some weeks ago ', but as to the thoughts of a return, 

I oerer was farther off in my life. I own» I could 

with great joy indulge the pleasing hope of seeing 

yoa, and the very few others that share my esteem ; 

but while Mr. Wortley is determined to proceed in 

his design, I am determined to follow him. 

I am running on upon my own affairs, that is to 
say, I am going to write rery dully, as most people 
do when they write of themselres* I will make haste 
to change the disagreeable subject, by telling you, 
that I am now got into the )region of beauty. All 
the women have literally rosy cheeks, snowy fore- 
heads and bosoms, jet eyebrows, and scarlet lips, to 
which they generally suld coal-black hair. Those 
perfections never leave them till the hour of their 
deaths, and have a very fine effect by candlelight; 
bat I could wish they were handsome mtk ^ Vl\>\« 
more rariety : they resemble one vooOiiet «kS^ tomOc^ 
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as Mrs. Salmon's court of Great Britian, and are kq 
as much dan^r of melting away by too nearly v^ 
proacliing the fire, which they for that reason caie« 
fully avoid, though it is now such excessively cold 
weather, that I believe they sofier extremely by that 
I)i(>cc of self-denial. 

I'he snow is already very deep, and the people 
begin to slide alMut in their traineaus. This is a 
favourite diversion all over Germany. They are litde 
inacliiues fixed upon a Ble<]^, that hold a lady and 
gentleman, and are drawn by one horse. The gen- 
tleman has the honour of driving, and they move 
witi) a prodigious swiftness. The lady, the hone, 
and the traineau are all as fine as they can be made; 
and when there are many of them together, it is a 
very agreeable show. At Vienna, where all pieces 
of magnificence are carried to excess, there are some- 
times machines of this kind that cost five or six hun- 
dred pounds English. 

The Duke of Wolfenbuttle is now at this court; 
you know he is nearly related to our king, and uncle 
to tlie reigning empress, who is, I believe, the most 
beautiful princess upon earth. She is now with child, 
which is all the consolation of the imperial court, for 
the loss of the archduke. I took my leave of her 
the day before I left Vienna, and she began to speak 
to me with so much grief and tenderness, of the death 
of that young prince, I had much ado to withhold 
my tears. You know that I am not at all ])artiai to 
people for their titles ; but I own, that I lov6 that 
charming princess (if I may use so familiar an ex- 
])ression ) ; and if I had not, I should have been very 
much moved at the tragical end of an only son, bom 
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aAer beiiig lo long denied, and al length killed by 
wmt of good manigemeut, weaniDg hiin in the be- 
gmning of the printer. 

Adieu, deu Lady Rkb ; cMtdnue to vtite to me, 
anil believe none of your goodneu it lost upon 



1 
TO THE COUNTESS 0? HAR. 

BliDlieDbiire. Oct IT, O. 8. iriO. 
I BBCEivKD yours, deal mstei, the very day I left 
Hanorei. Yon may aasilj imagme I nas then in 
too groat a huny to uiswei it ; but you see I take 
the fint oi^mitunity of doing mygelf that pleasuTe. 

I come here the Iblii, Teiy late at night, after a 
terrible Journey, in the worst lOads and weather that 
ever poor travBUer Buffered. I have taken this Lttle 
fadgue merely to oblige the reigning empieaa, and 
cany a message from her imperial majesty to the 
Duchess of Blankenburg.hei mother, who is a princess 
of great address and good breeding, and may be still 
called a fine woman. It was so late when I came (o 
this town, I did not think it proper to disturb the 
duke and (hicheBs wilh the news of iny aniTal ; so I 
took up my garters in a miserable inn ; but as soou 
as I had sent my compliments to their highnesses, 
thej immediately sent me their own coach and six 
h(^ea, which had, howevet] enongb to da ta <li«.-« 
lU 1^ the rwy liigh bill on wtndi tlw w^% Sa toir 
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ated. The duchess is extremely obliging to m^ fiui 
this little court is not without its diyersioas. The 
duke taillys at basset every night; and the duchess 
tells me she is so well pleased with my company* 
that it makes her play less than she used to diow I 
should find it very difficult to steal time to write, if 
she were not now at church, where I cannot wait on 
her, not understanding the language enough to pay 
my devotions in it. 

You will not forgive me if I do not say something 
of Hanover; I cannot tell you that the town is either 
large or magnificent. The opera-house^ which wu 
built by the late elector, is much finer than that of 
Vienna. I was very sorry that the ill weather did 
not permit me to see Hernhausen in all its beauty; 
but, in spite of the snow, I thought the gardens very 
fine. I was particularly surprised at the vast number 
of orange trees, much larger than any I have ever 
seen in England, though this climate is certainly 
colder. But I had more reason to wonder that 
night at the king's table, to see a present from a gen- 
tleman of this country, of two large baskets full of 
ripe oranges and lemons of different sorts, many 
of which were quite new to me ; and, what I thought 
worth all the rest, two ripe ananas, which, to my 
taste, are a trait perfectly delicious. You know they 
are naturally the growth of Brazil, and I could not 
imagine how they came here, but by enchantment. 
Upon inquiry, I Icibmed that they have brought their 
stoves to sudi perfection, they lengthen their summer 
as long as they please, giving to every plant the 
degree of heat it would receive from the sun in its 
native soil. The efiect is very nearly the same ; I 
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am surprised we do not practise in England so useful 
an inTention. 

This reflecbon leads me to consider our obstinacy 
in taking with cold five months in the year, rather 
than make use of stoves, which are certainly one of 
the greatest conyeniences of life. Besides, they are 
so far firom spoiling the form of a room, that they 
add very much to the magnificence of it, when they 
are painted and gilt, as they are at Viemia, or at 
Dresden, where they are often in the shapes of china 
jars, statues, or ^e cabinets, so naturally represented, 
that they are not to be distinguished. If ever I 
return, in defiance to the fashion, you shall certainly 
see one in the chamber of. 

Dear sister, your, &c. 

I will write often, since you desire it: but I must 
beg you to be a little more particular in yours ; you 
fancy me at forty miles distance, and forget that, alter 
so l^ig an absence, I cannot understand hints. 



XXI. 
TO THE LADY RICH. 

Yienna, Jan. 1, 0. S. 17ll7. 

I HAVE just received here at Vienna, your ladyship's 
compliments on my return to England, sent me from 
Hanover. 

You see, madam, all things that ax^ ^as^TV^^-^r^i^ 
amSdence are not absolutely tzue ', «ai<^ VHoAX^^xOoaN^ 
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no sort of reaaon to oomplam of me for making ny* 
designed return a mystery to yoa, when yoa say, tli 
the world are infonned of it. You may tell all die 
world in my name, that they are never so wdl in* 
formed of my afiairs as I am myself: that I am my 
positive I am at this time at Vienna, where the ci^ 
nival is begun, and all sorts of divexsiona are caiiied 
to the greatest height, except that of maeqoing, which 
is never permitted daring a war with the Tnrica. The 
balls are in public places, where the men pa^ a 
ducat* at entrance, but the ladiea nothing. I 
told, that these houses get sometimes a thousand 
ducats in a night. They are very magnifibently ior- 
nished, and the music good, if they had not that de- 
testable custom of mixing hunting horns with it, that 
almost deafen the company. But that noise is so 
agreeable here, they never make a concert without 
them. The ball always concludes with English cons- 
try dances, to the number of thirty or forty couple, 
and so ill danced, that there is very little pleasure in 
them. They know but half a dozen, and they have 
danced them over and over these fifty years : I would 
fain have taught them some new ones, but I found it 
would be some months' labour to make them com- 
prehend them. 

Last night there was an Italian comedy acted at 
court. The scenes were pretty, but the comedy itself 
such intolerably low farce, without either wit or hu- 
mour, that I was surprised how all the court could 
sit there attentively for four hours together. No 
women are suffered to act on the stage, and the men 

* About nine shiUings. 
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diMwd like tbem were mch awkwud figoies, Ihej 
very mnch added to the ridicule of the ipectade. - 
Wbtt completed the diTenion wu the ezceMdve 
cold, wMch wu 10 ^at, I thought I ahould have 
died there. 

It ia now the Tery eitremity of the wiatei here ; 
die Danube is entirely frozen, and the weathel not to 
be mpported withoat stoves and fnn ; bat, however, 
die ail ia so clear, almost every body is well, and 
colda not half so commto as in England. I am per- 
anadad there cannot be a purer air, nor more whole- 
■ome, than that of Vienna. The pleni; and excel- 
lence of air soita <rf provisimiB are greater here than 
in any place I ever waa before, and it ia not very 
expensive to keep a splendid table. It is really a 
pleasure to pasa tlirough the nuuieu, and see the 
■bimdance of what we should think rarities, of fowls 
and Teniaon, that are daily brought ia from Hungary 
«nd Bohemia, They want nothing bat ritell-fisb, 
•ud are so food of oysters, that they hare them seat 
fioia Venice, and eat them very greedily, slink or 
not atiok. 

Thiu I obey your comniandB, madam, in giving 
yon an account of Vienna, thongh I know yon will 
not be satisfied with it. Yoa Chide me for my laii- 
nesa, in not telling you a thonsand agreeable aad 
•orprising things, that you say yon are sure I have 
•een and heard. Upon my word, madam, it is my 
- regard to tnitb, and not laziness, that I do not enter- 
lain yoD with as many prodigies as other travellers 
oaa to divert their readers with. I might eaal; pick 
tip wonders in every town I pus thrtn^J*, m Wft 
ycu a hmffierm of populvT(uiwilGa-,\)oX\ vkuwA- 
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fancy that there is any thing new in letdng yoa 
that priests will lie» and the mob believe, all the wodd 
over. Then as for news» that you are so inquisitife 
aboat, how can it be entertaining to yoa (that do not 
know the people) that the Prince of **** has for- 
saken the Countess of ****? or that the prince 
such a one has an intrigue with the countess soch a 
one 1 Would you have me write novels like the coun- 
tess of D***»? and is it not better to tell yoa a 
plain truth, 

^ That I am, &c. 



xxn. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Vienna, Jan. 16, O. S. 1717. 

I AM now, dear sister, to take leave of you for a long 
time, and of Vienna for ever ; designing to-morrow 
to begin my journey through Hungary, in spite of the 
excessive cold, and deep snows, which are enough to 
damp a greater courage than I am mistress of. But 
my principles of passive obedience carry me through 
every thing. 

I have had my >audience of leave of the empress. 
His imperial majesty was pleased to be present, when 
I waited on the reigning empress ; and after a very 
obliging conversation, both their imperial majesties 
invited me to take Vienna in my road back ; but I 
have no thoughts of enduring, over again, so great a 
fatigue. I delivered a letter from the Duchess of 
Blankenburg. I staid but a few days at that court, 



/' 
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her highncM pressed me veij much to Ma; ; 
m I left her, eogaged me M wtite to her. 
ita yoa > long letter bom thence, lAich I 
a have receiveil, though yon do dM mentiai 
I beliere I forgot to tell yoa eoe cnrioai^ m 
Jamun cooita, which I cwinot foibeu' taking 
f: all the princes keep &Toimte dwarfs. The 
' and empKM have two of these little mon- 
I ngl; as devila, espedHll; the female ; but 
: all bedaubed with diamonds, aud stand at 
eaty's elbow, in all public places. The Duke 
eobnttle has one, and the Duchess of BltmlteD- 
not without hen, but indeed the most propor- 
I ever saw. I am told the King of Denmark 
tur improred open this fashion, that his dwaif 
lief minister. I can assign no reason ibi their 
s for these [deces of defarmity, but the opinion 
absolute princes hnre, that it is below them 
3T(e with the rest of mankind ; and, not to be 
one, they are forced to seek theii companitms 
the refose of human nature, these creatures 
le only part of theii court privileged to talk 

at present confined to my chamber by a sore 
and am really glad of the excuse, to aToid 
Mt^le that I loTB welt enough to be Tery 
ortified when I think I am gtnng to part with 
t ever. It is true, the Aostrians are not com- 
be most polite people in the world, nor the 
reeable. . But Vienna is inhabited by all aa- 
td I had formed to myself a little socie^ of 
were perfectly to my own taste. AnA'Jwi'u^ 
iter was not very peal, 1 cwli. -mcct ■^ifi*. 
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!• up, in my other place, sach m nmwhHr of 

I agreeable people. We were almost ahraya toged 

and yoa know I haTe ever been of opnuoDt ths 
chosen conTersation, composed of a few that one 
teems, is the greatest happiness of life. 
Here are some Spaniards of both sexes, that hi 
j all the Tivadty and generosity of sentiments ancioi 

Ij ascribed to their nation; and oonld I beliere that l 

whole kingdom were like them, I woold wish noth 
more than to end my days there. The ladies of ; 
acqaaintance have so much goodness for me, they < 
whenever they see me, since I have detenmned 
undertake this journey. And, indeed, I am not vt 
easy when I reflect on what I am going to sol 
Almost every body I see frights me with some v 
difficulty. Prince Eugene has been so good as to i 
all the things he could to persuade me to stay till 
Danube is thawed, that I may have the convenia 
of going by water; assuring me, that the honsei 
Hungary are such, as are no defence i^[ainst the n 
ther ; and that I shall be obliged to tn^vel three 
four days between Buda and Essek, without find 
any house at all through desert plains covered n 
snow ; where the cold is so violent, many have b< 
killed by it. I own these terrors have made a y> 
deep impression on my mind, because I believe 
tells me things truly as they are, and nobody can 
better informed of them. 

Now I have named that great man, I am sure ] 
expect I should say something particular of hi 
having the advantage of seeing him very often; i 
I am as unwilling to speak of him at Vienna, a 
should be to talk of Hercules in the court of Omphi 
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if 1 had uieTi him there. I do not know what comfort 
Other people find in consideiing the we&kneu of great 
men (becatue, perhaps, ii bringi them neareT U> their 
level), bat it u alwKjB a moitiCcation to me, to ob- 
■erre that there ih no perfection in bumanity. The 
young Frhice <d Partugal a the admiratioii of the 
lAole cooit i he is handBome and polite, with a great 
«lndtj. All the ofBcets tell wooden of his galiantiy 
tlM Iwt ompaign. He i« lodged at court with all 
tha honours doe to hia rank^-^Adieo, dear siatei : 
thu ia the last account jaa will have from me of 
Vienna. Ifl survive myjouniey,jau Bhallheaifrom 
me again. I can say, with great truth, in the norda 
of Hansaea, " I have long leaned to hold mjielf as 
nothing;" hut vrhen 1 think of the &tigue my poor 
in&nt innat nifier, I have all a mother's fbndoees in 
my eyas, and all her tender pasaiona in my heart. 

F. S. I hare written a letter to my Lady **", 
that 1 believe she will not like ; and, apnu cooler 
lelectiMi, 1 think I had done batter to have let it 
Uooe ; but I was downright peevish at all her ques- 
tions, and her ridicnloos imaginatiiin that I have cer- 
tainly seen abundance of wondeiB which I keep to 
myaelf oot of mere malice. She ia very angry that 1 
wUl not lie like other tiaTelleia, I verily believe she 
eipects 1 should tell her of the Anthmp^hagi, men 
whose heada gnjw below their §hoaIders; bowover, 
pray say something to paci^ hei. 
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XXIII. 

MR. POPE TO LADY MONTAGU. 

If you must go from us, I wish at least yoa migbt 
pass to your banishment by the most [deasa&t way; 
might all your road be roses and myrtles, and a thou- 
sand objects rise round you, agreeable enough to nuke 
England less desirable to you. I am glad, madam, 
your native country uses you so well as to justiff 
your regret for it; it is not for me to talk of it with 
tears in my eyes ; I can never think that place my 
country, where I cannot call a foot of paternal eartli 
my own. Indeed, it may seem some alleviation, thai 
when the wisest thing I can do is to leave my coun- 
try, that which was most agreeable in it should be 
taken from thence beforehand. I could overtake yoi 
with pleasure in Italy (if you took that way), anc 
make that tour in your company. Every reaB<mabl< 
entertainment and beautiful view would be doubh 

• 

instructive when you talked of it. I should at leaa 
attend you to the seacoast, and cast a last look afte 
the sails that transported you, if I liked Italy enougl 
to reside in it. But I beUeve I should be as uneas 
in a country where I saw others persecuted by th 
rogues of my own religion, as where I was so mysel 
by those of yours. And it is not impossible but 
might run into Turkey in search of liberty ; for wh 
would not ratlier live a free man among a nation c 
slaves, than a slave among a nation of free men ? 
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In good eameat, if I knew yoai mations towards 
Italy (oa the sappositicai you go tbat course), and 
your exact time, I vetity ttimk I ahall be once moie 
h^py in a a^bt of you next spring. I will conclude 
with a wiah, God send you with un, or me with you. 

B; what I have Men oF Mooiieur RouMean's wmts. 
I abonld envy you his convenaiion. But I am sure 
I envy him youn. 

Mt. Addiion has not had one epithalamimn that I 
can beai o^ aod must STen be reduced, like a poorer 
■ml a better poet, Spenaei, to make hie own. 

Mr. Cmgrere ii entiiely yours, and haa writ twice 
to you} be is not in town, but well. 1 am in great 
health, and Bit up all night; aju«t rew&idfar aferer 
I joat come out of, that kept me in bed seven days. 

How may I send a large bundle to you 1 

I beg yon will put datea to your letters ; they are 
not long enough. 

I might be dead, or you in ¥a:1[shire, for any thing 
thU I am the better for your being in town : I have 
been sick eier once I saw you last, and have now a 
swelled fnce, and very bad ; nothing will do me so 
much good as the sight of dear Lady Mary ; when 
yon come this way let me see you, (br indeed I love 






. A. Pope. 
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XXIV. 

TO MB. POPE. 

* Yieima, Jan. 18, O. S. 171 

1 HAVE not time to answer your letter, being in 
huny of preparing for my jonmey; but I thin 
ought to bid adieu to my friends with the same 
(enmity as if I was going to mount a breach, at k 
if I am to believe the information of the jieoide h 
who denounce all sorts of terrors to me ; and, md 
the weather is at present such, as very few evei 
out in. I am threatened, at the same time, i 
being frozen to death, buried in the snow, and ti 
by the Tartars, who ravage that part of Hongai 
am to pass. It is true, we shall have a consider 
etcorte, so that possibly I may be diverted wil 
new scene, by finding myself in the midst of a ba 
How my adventures will conclude, I leave enti 
to Providence ; if comically, you shall hear of tt 
Pray be so good as to tell IVbr. Congreve I liav« 
ceived his letter. Make him my adieus ; if I Ir 
will answer it. The same compliment to my I 
Rich. 




TO THB COUNTESS OF HAR. 

Petarwuidin, Ian. 30, O. S. 1117. 
At length, deu listei, I am eafelj nrived, -with all 
mj fHmily, in good health, at Fetenruaclin; bai>mg 
mfitred so little from the rigooi of the seagon (agtiiast 
which we were well prorided by furs), and found 
mch tolerable Bccommodation every where, by the care 
of B«uding before, that I cast hardly forbear langhing 
vrbea I recollect all the &igbtful ideas that were 
given me of this joimey. These, I see, wiere wholly 
owing to the tendemeas of my Vienna friends, and 
theii dedre of kesping me with them fiH' this winter. 
Ferhape it will not be disagreeable to yoa to giie 
Bshortjounialof my journey, being Chiough acoontry 
entirely unknown to yoa, and very little passed even 
by die Hungarians themselves, iriio generally choose 
to take the conveniency of going down the Danube. 
We have had the blessing of being favoured with 
finer weather than is common at this time of the 
year ; though (he mow was so deep, we were obhged 
to haxe our own coaches fixed apon traineaue, which 
move so swift ud so eaNly. it is by far the most 
agreeable manner of traveliing posL We came to 
Raab (the second day train Vienna) on the seven- 
teenth instant, where Mi. Wortley sending word of 
our arrival to the governor, the best house la tUe 
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town WIS provided for ui, th6 gtzriMHi pot ndv 
arms, a gaud ofdered at our door, and all oUnt bfr* 
noon pidd to us: The gomnor and all oAar qAmbi 
immediately waited on Mr. Wostlej, to kaOw if tkn 
was any thmg to be done for his service. TliaBidKf 
of Temeswar came to visit lu witii gnat dviB^, 
eamestly pressing ns to dine with 1^ neoBt dij; 
which we relbsing, as beiiig resolved to panne oar 
joomey, he sent ns several baskets of' wiiklflr Unit, 
and a great Taiiety of Hungarian wines, with a yooif 
hind just killed. Thisis aprehtteof greBt pg watii 
this coontiy, of the ancient finuly of Nadastiy BO en- 
siderable for many ages in this kingdoos. He iTi 
very polite, agreeahle, cheerfol old man, weariBg As 
Hungarian habit, with a Tenerable white beard dooa 
to his girdle. 

Raab is a strong town, well garrisoned and fortiJeii 
and was a long time the frontier town between thf 
Turkish and German empires. It has its name to 
the river ftab, on which it is sitoated, jost en'i 
meeting with the Danube, in an open rhMny if 
country. It was first taken by the Turkg, under t 
command of Pash& Sinan, in the reign of Soi 
Amurath III. in the year fifteen hundred and vim 
four. The governor, being supposed to have betn 
it, was aftmvards beheaded by the emperor's c 
mand. The Counts of Schwartzenburg and Palf 
took it by surprise, 1598; since which time it 
remained in the hands of the Germans, though 
Turks once more attempted to gain it by stnrt 
in 16412. The cathedral is large and well built, " 
is fU|J saw remarkable in the town. ■ 
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Le^Ting Comora on tbe other side the liTcr, we 
went tbe eighteenth to Noshmnhl, a small tUI^c. 
where, however, we nude shift to find lolersble ac- 
conmiodatioD. We continued two days travelliDg 
between thia place and Buds, through the finest 
plains in the world, as even as if tbej were paved, 
and enremelj &mtfal; but for the most part desert 
and oncultiTated, laid waste by the long wars between 
the Turk and the emperor, and the more cmel civil 
war occasioned by the barbarous persecution of the 
Protestant relif^on by the Emperor Leopold. That 
prince has left behind him Che character of an eitra- 
ordinaij piety, and was natursliy of a mild merciful 
temper ; but, putting hia conscience into the hands 
of a Jesuit, be wu more cruel and treacherous to his 
pcRir Hungarian subjects than ever the Turk has been 
to the Chiistians ; breaking, without scrapie, his co- 
ronation oath, and hia faith, solemnly given in many 
pnblic treaties. Indeed, nothing can be more melan- 
choly than, in tniTellkig through Hungary, to reflect 
on the former fiourisbing state of that kingdom, and 
to see inch a nobie spot of earth almost uninhabited. 
Such are also the present dicumatances of Buda 
(where we ajiived very early the twenty-second). 
once the royal seat of the Hunganan liings, whose 
palace was reckoned one of the most beautiful build- 
ings of the age, now whcJIy deatroyed, no part of the 
town having been repured since the laat siege, but 
the BntificationB and the castle, which is the preaent 
residence of the Goremor General Regule, tui officer 

carried us iu his coach to his house, where X was 
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r«i.-i'ive«] by hi< lady with all pcanblt 
miguificwtly eoumined. 

riiia city ii ntuated apoa ■ little hill 
■icLr of the Dinubg, The cutle is muc 
ihu towD, ud (roin it the prospect i 
Without the walls lie & vut Dnmber ol 
nr ratbei boti, thu they call the Roicii 
■ItogFthsT inhabited by that people, 
uiuied me, it would foiniah twelve tl 
mg men. Tbsw towni look leiy odd: 
■land in rowi, many thooiandB of them 
ihrr, that they appear, at a little diaf: 
fathioned thatched tenti. They connsC 
them, of one hovel above, and another i 
[hviHi an thpir (ummeT and winter apart 
waa fint taken by Sotyman the MagniGi 
and loit the following year to Ferdina: 
llobcmia. Solyman regained it by the 
the itaniaan, and voluntarily gave it ic 
of King John of Hungaiy; after who 
HUD being at infant, Ferdinand laid ai< 
the qucen-malher was forced to call S( 
aid. lie indeed raiaed the tiege, but I 
ttarriaoD in the town, and commanded h 
hn court front thence, wbicli she was foi 
10 in IMI. It renated Bfterwards Iha 
it by tlie Marquis of ItrBnduDburg, in II 
Count Schwarttenbnrg, in 159B; Genei 
lu 160i; and the Duke of Larrain, c 
ilie emiieror's forcfs, in 1684; to wh( 
111 l6Bli, after an obstinate defence. A] 
)!overuor, being killed, lighting in the I 
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Homan brav ei;. The lou of thu town wu so iropor- 
tant, and bo much leaenled b; the Turks, that it occa- 
■ioned tlie deposmg of their Empeior Mehomet l\. 
the jear fbUowing. 

We did not pioceed on oui joante; till the twenty- 

tUid, when ne pasMd thiongh Adam and Toiavai, 

both coneiclenble towni when iu the hands of the 

Tnrks, hut now quite ruined. The remains, however, 

of HSne Turkish towns show aomething of what tbey 

hsTS been. This part of the country ii very much 

overgro w n with wood, aod little firequented. It is 

incredibte what vast nmnhers of wild-fowl we saw. 

which ofteo live here to k good old age, — and. nufii- 

tarbtd bf ffiBU, in qaitt limp. We came the fiie-and- 

twmtieth to Mohatch, and were showed the field near 

it, where Lewis, the young king of Hungary, lost his 

Bimj Kud his life, being drowned in a ditch, trying to 

fly from Balybeua, general of Solyman the Magnificent. 

This battle opened the first pueage for the Turks 

into the heart of Hungary. 1 do not name to you the 

little Tillages, of which I can say nothing remarkable; 

bat, I will assure you, I hare always found a warm 

store, and great plenlj, particularly of wild boar, 

renison, and all kinds of gibUr^ The few people that 

nhahit Hungary live easily enough; they hare no 

■ioaeiy,hat the woods and plains afford them provision 

t great abundance : ihey were ordered to give us all 

liugl uecessHry. even what harsea we pleased to de- 

mdi graliM ; but Mr. Wottley would not oppress the 

or country pe<^le by making use of this order, and 

rayt paid them to the full worth of what he had. 

ey were so surprised at this uneipectei %Bitt!it*\Vj , 

'cb dfte/ are vei7 Jittle used to, ttuA tie^ li'JWja 
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{Jtesied opoo to, ■! psniiig. & iaaai <rf bt 
or ■omeduoK of tint son, ftw a present. 1 
it Tdj primitive, being on!; ■ plain sbMp'i 
a cap and boon of the mme iratL Yaa m 

bare very Kttle ocouuu for monej. 

The tweutj-aiilb, we passed over U 
Doniiliri with all one eqnipagr and canis) 
met on the oilter side Gennal Vetenni. iH 
lu, with ^eat dvilit;, to pasa the night I 
cattle of hia a few miJea off, asunng ua * 
hare a <erj hard dny'i jouniey to reach Eat 
we fouad but too true, the woods being Tcr 
oas, aad §cajce)j passable, from the va^ tf 
wolies that herd in th«n. We came, bowi 
though late, to Easek, where we staid a da 
patch a cooiiet with letteia to the pashii of 1 
and 1 look that opportmiity of sedog the toi 
is not very huge, but fair boilt, and weil 
This was a towa of great trade, very rich i 
lout, when in the bands of the Turka. It L 
oo the Dnne, which ruua into the Danu 
bridge waa esteemed one of the moat eitraoi 
the worid, being dght Ihoosand paces Ion) 
built of oak. It was burnt, and the citjlaiJ 
by Count Lealy, 1665, but was again lepi 
fortified by the Turks, who, however, ahand 
1687. General Dunnewalt llien took posSBi 
for the emperor, in whose hands it has rema 
since, and is esteemed one of the bulwark: 
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dMcnbed to you. We were met there by Colonti 

, who would not suffer qb m go any where but lo 

his qositers, where I found hie wife, a very agreeable 
Hungarian lady, and his niece and daughter, two 
pretty young Women, crowded into tbrenorfour Ras- 
dan houses cast into one, and made a» neat and con- 
venioit as those places ate capable of being made. 
The Hungarian ladies are much handaomer than those 
of Auetra. All the Vienna beauties are of that 
cotmCry! they are generally very fair and well shaped, 
and their dress, I think, is extremely becoming. This 
lady was in a gown of scarlet velrel, lined and faced 
wiUi sables, made eiact to hei shape, and the skirt 
falling to her feet. The Bleeves are strait to their 
arms and the stays buttoned before, with two rows of 
little buttons of gold, peui, or diamonds. On their 
heads they wear a tassel of gold, that hange low on 
«ne aide, lined Willi eable, or some other £ne fur. 
They gave us a handsome dinner, and J thought the 
conversation very polite and agreeable. They would 
accompany us part of our way. 

The twenty-ninth, we arrived here, where we were 
met by the commanding oGicei, at the bead of all the 
officers of the garrison. Wo are lodged in the best 
apartment of the goiemor's house, and entertained in 
a very splendid manner by the emperor's order. We 
wait here till all points are adjusted, conceroing our 
reception on the Turkish tontiera. Mr. WorJey's 
courier, which he sent from Essek, returned this 
morning, with the pash&'s answer in a purse of scarlet 
satin, which the interpreter liere has translated. It 
is to promise him to be honourably received. I desiieil 
him to Bppoiac where be would be metb^ iiiaTinVv=\i. 



TIuu, d«u utn, I have prea jtn i 
and (I am ainid joa will think) » U 
this part of mj DstcIi. It ma not 
ahoWing m; reading, that has made ] 
little Bciapa i>{the hialoiy af the tow 
tbiDugh ; I have alwsji avoided w 
lund, when 1 spoke of places that 1 1 
the Btoiy of as well as myaelf. But ! 
part of (he world which, I believe, is i 
I thought yon might read with some 
count of it, which J have been very 
from the best huida. However, if yr 
it is in your power to forbear reading 
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MR. POPS TO LADY HONTAOU. 



nore think I can hvie too msny of yaai letten, 
that 1 could have too man; writingi to entitltt 
I the greateat eetats in the world ; which I think 
luable a fricndahip as joaia is aqoal to. I am 
at ererf >cnp of paper lost, as at aameibiDg 
mtenupta the history of n^ title i and though 
ut an odd compliment to compare a fine lady to 
, youi leaTeB, methinka, like hers, aie too good 
committed to the winds ; though I liave no other 
of leceiving them bat by tboee unMthflil mes- 
n. I have had but thiee, nod 1 reckon in that 
rt one &om Dort, whidi was laCher a dying ejs- 
onthimaletleT. But I have so great an opinion 
IT goodness, that had I recdved none, I should 
are accused you of neglect oi insensibility. I 
It so wrong-beaded as to tfuairel with my Mends 
innte they do not write ; I would as soon quarrel 
! sun the minute he did not shine, nhicb he is 
red bom by accidental causes, and is in reality 
At (ime performing the same course, and doing 
use good ofiices as ever. 
« tuTe contrived lo say in your last the two most 
ing thing! to me in nature ; the first ia, that, 
ever be the fate of jour letters, you wUl contiso^ 
iis in the disciaife of jovu con9i3]Eitti6. "^^i^H* 
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generous to the last degree, «nd m Tirtiia yoa oaght 
to enjoy. Be assured in retnm, my heart shall be M 
ready to think you have done every good thing, as 
yours can be to do it ; so that you shall never be able 
to favour your absent friend, before he has thought 
himself obliged to you for the very fiivoor you are 
then conferring. 

The other is, the justice you do me in taking what 
I writ to you in the serious manner it was meant: it 
is the point upon which I can bear no su^idon, and 
in which, above all, I desire to be thought serious : it 
would be the most vexatious of all tyranny, if you 
should pretend to take for raillery, what is the mere 
disguise of a disomtented heart, that is unwilling to 
make you as melancholy as itself; and for wit, what 
is reaUy only the natural overflowing and warmth of 
the same heart, as it is improved and awakened by 
an esteem for you : but, since you tell me you believe 
me, I fancy my expressions have not at least been 
entirely unfaithful to those thoughts, to which I am 
sure they can never be equal. May God increase 
your faiUi in all truths that are as great as this ! and 
depend upon it, to whatever degree your belief may 
extend, you can never be a bigot. 

If you could see the heart I talk of, you would really 
think it a foolish good kind of thing, with some qualir 
ties as well deserving to be half laughed at, and half 
esteemed, as any in the world : its grand foible, in 
regard to you, is the most like reason of any foible in 
nature. Upon my faith, this heart is not, like a great 
warehouse, stored only with my own goods, with vast 
empty spaces to be supplied as fast as interest or am- 
bition can fill them up ; but it is every inch of it let 
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out into lo^;ingi for iu friondi, knd sball never want 
a comer >t jour (emce ; wheiel dueafflnn.nuiUm, 
mm Old u close u my idea ia 



If I do not tske care, I ahall write mjielf all out 
to 70a; and if this correspondeuee continuei on both 
aidea at the &ee rate I would have it, we shall have 
very little cnriotdt; to encoun^ oar meeting at the 
da; of judgment. I foresee that the further you go 
. fr<nn me, the more freely I shall write : and if (aa I 
earnestly wish) yon would do the asme, I cannot 
guess where it wUl end : let us be like modest people, 
who, iriien they are close together, keep all decorums ; 
bat if they step a little aaide, or get to the other end 
of a room, can untie gartoaor take off shiits without 

If this distance (aa yon are so kind as to say) en- 

taige* yoDi belief el my friendship, I assure you it 

us BO extended my notion of your value, that I begin 

) be impioaa on yoor account, and to wish that even 

tnghter, rain, and desotatian might interpose be- 

reen yon and Turkey ; I wish you restored to as at 

e expense of a wht^ people : I barely hope you 

11 fbrgive me for saying this, bat 1 feu God will 

too forgive me for desiring it. 

dake me less wicked then. Is there no other ei- 

ient to letont you and your infant in peace to the 

m of your country? I hear you are going to 

Tver ; can there be no bvounbte planet at this 

nctore, or do yon only come back so (ai to die 

1 IsEruydiceoncemore anatchedtotheshadee? 

7 mortal had reason to hate thetu&i^,'\'i.\a\\ 
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for it is my particular nufiortane to be afanoit d 
only innocent man whom he has made to anffiBr, bol 
by his g^veimnent at home, and his negodatio 
abroad. 

A. Pope. 
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TO MR. POPE. 



Belgrade, Feb. 12, O. S. 1717, 

I DID verily intend to write you a long letter frc 
Peterwaradin, where I expected to stay three or fo 
days ; but the pashd here was in such haste to s 
us, that he dispatched the courier back (which IM 
Wortley had sent to know the time he would sei 
the convoy to meet us), without sufiering him to pi 
off his boots. 

My letters were not thought important enough 
stop our journey ; and we left Peterwaradin the ne 
day, being waited on by the chief ofScers of the gi 
rison, and a considerable convoy of Germans a] 
Kasdans. Tlie empeiot has several regiments 
these people ; but, to say the truth, they are rath 
plunderers than soldiers ; having no pay, and bei] 
obliged to fiimish their own arms and horses ; th< 
rather look like vagabond gipsies, or stout beggai 
than regular troops. 

I cannot forbear speaking a word of this race 
creatures, who are very numerous all over Hungai 
They have a patriarch of their own at Grand Caii 



and are real); of tlie Greek church : but their ei- 
trane ignonnce giies their piieats occasion to im- 
pose sereial new notiona upon tbem. These felloirs, 
lening theii hair and heard grow iaTiol&te, naika ex- 
actly the figure of the Indian bramiiu. They are 
heiiHfeneial to all the money of the lait; ; toi which, 
in retiLrn, they give them fbimal paaspoils, sinned and 
sealed, for heaven j and the wives and children only 
inherit the hoose and cirttle. In most other points 
thej follow the Greek church. 

Tbig little digreBsion haa interrupted my telling 
yoa we passed over the fields of Carlowitz, where the 
last great victory was obtained by Prince Eugene 
over the Turks. The ma^s of that glorions bloody 
day are yet recent, the field being yet strewed with 
the ainilli and carcuies of aid>uried men, hones, and 
camels. I could not look, without horror, on such 
numbers of mangled hunuut bodies, nor withoot re- 
fecting on the injostice of war, that makes murder 
not only neceseaiy, but meritorious. Nothing seems 
to be a plainer proof of the irralietiality of mankind 
(whatever fine claims we pretend to reason) than the 
rage with which they contest fin a small spot of ground, 
when such vast parts of fruitful earth lie quite unin- 
habited. It is true, custom has now made it unavoid- 
able ; but can there be a greater demonstration of 
want of reason, than a custom being firmly established 
so plainly contrary to the interest of man in general * 
I fun a good deal inclined to beheve Mr. Hobbes, that 
the Jfotea/nalHreisaihiJa qfnar,- but thence I con- 
clude human nature not rational, if the word reason 
meanacMnmon sense,asl suppoaeit&aw. I^v^t^tl 
great many admirable argmnenta to so.'jifiQA 'i^^ i^ 



Bedion i I will not. however, tiooble jvt 
bal retinn, in a plaia gtjle, to the bk 
tnreli. 

We were met U Beuko (a Tillage in l 
between Belgrade ■nd PetetwuBdin ) by 
the jftDiMries, with a bodj of the TuA», 
the Gennuia bj one hondred men, though i 
had engnged to send eiacnly Cbe same nmnb 
nuf judge bj this of their fears, f am n 
saitded, that the; hardly thought the odd 
bundled men tet them even with ibe Genu 
ever, I <m very uneaij till ibey were partea 
•ome ()uaiTel might BiiK, aotwithslanding tl 
given. 

Wc came late to Belgrade, tlie deep niowi 
the ucenc to it very difficult. It Bceoii a ab 
fortified on the e»9t ride by the Danube, «n< 
fiOnth by the river Save, and waa formerly A 
of Hangary. It waa first taken by Soly 
Alagnificent, and nince by the emperoi'a to 
by the elector of Bavaria. The empeior hel 
two years, it being retaken by the grand vi 
is now (oilified with the utmost care and 
Turks ate capable of, aad strenglheaed h; 
muneroiu garriaon of theit bravest Janiiari 
monded by a pash& aeiukiJE (i. i. gtMieral] 
Ibis Ia<t eipreasion is not very just ; for, to i 
the leraiki^ ia commanded l^ the janisaiiec 
troop* have sd absalate authority here, A 
conduct cairies mucti more the aspect of 
than the appearance of subordination. 1 
judge of this by the following story, whid 
same time, will give you an idea of the t 
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iDtsUigBiice of the gorernoi of Feterwaradin, Aough 
w) few hoexa diitaut. We were told bj him at Pele> 
wsikUd, that -the garmon Rsd iahabitants of Bel- 
grade were wi wear; df the war, tbef had killed 
their puhfr about two months ago, in a mutiny, be- 
caose he had mfEeied himself to be pierailed upon, 
by a bribe of fire purses (fire hundred pounds Uer- 
lidg) to giro penniaaioii to ^le Tattars to rsT^e the 
Osiman femtiais. We were very well pleased to 
hear of such faioursble dispoeitiolu in the people ; 
bat when we came hither, we foond that the gOTemor 
had been ill informed, and the real truth of the atoiy 
to be this. The late pashi fell under (he displeasure 
of hia soldiers, for do other ressoa bat reatnining 
their incurnons oa the Germans. They took it into 
their heads, from that mildness, that he had intelli- 
gence with the enem; , and sent such infoimatioa to 
the grand signior at Adrianople ; bat, redress not 
coming quick enough from thence, thej assembled 

draped their pash& before the cadi and mUfti, and 
there demanded justice in a mutinous way; one 
crjiog out. Why he protected the infidels 1 another. 
Why he squeezed them of their money t The pashfi, 
eamhy goeeung their purpose, calmly replied to them, 
that they asked him too many questions, and that he 
had but one life, which must answer far all. Tbey 
then immediately fell upon him with tbeii scimitojs 
(without.waitii^ the sentence of their heads of Ihe 
law), and in a few moments cut bim in pieces. I1ie 
present pashfi has not dared to punish the murder ; 
(m the contrary, he aflected to applaud the actors oX 
it, as iaSTB fellows, that knew how ta do tlkeia»iVii:& 
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juetice. He takes all preteiiGes of tfazowing mm 
among the ganison, and Bofien . them to isaike littl 
excunions into Hungary, where they hum some poi 
Rasdan houses. 

You may imagine, I cannot be veiy easy in a ton 
which is really under the government of an insole 
soldiery. We expected to be immediately ^iiami—P 
after a night's lodging here : but the pash& detains i 
till he receives orders from Adrianople, which mi 
possibly be a month a coming. In the mean tin 
we are lodged in one of the best houses, belonging 
a very considerable man amongst them, and have 
whole chamber of janisaries to guard us. My <ni 
diversion is the conversation of our host, Achn 
Bey, a title something like that of count in German 
His father was a great pash6, and he has been ed 
cated in the most polite eastern learning, being p< 
fedly skilled in the Arabic and Persian language 
and an extraordinary scribe, which they call gftm 
This accomplishment makes way to the greatest pi 
ferments : but he has had the good sense to prefer i 
easy, quiet, secure life, to all the dangerous honou 
of the Porte. He sups with us every night, ai 
drinks wine very freely. You cannot imi^ine he 
much he is delighted with the liberty of conversii 
with me. He has explained to me many pieces 
Arabian poetry, which, I observe, are in numbc 
not unlike ours, generally of an alternate verse, a] 
of a very musical sound, llieir expressions of io 
are very passionate and lively. 1 am so much pleas 
with them, I really beUeve I should leam to re 
Arabic if I was to stay here a few montlis. He li 
a very good library of their books of all kinds ; ai 
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as he tellB me, spends the greatest part of his life 
there. I pass for a great scholar with him, by re- 
lating to him some of the Persian tales, which I find 
are genuine*. At first he believed I understood 
Persian. I have frequent disputes with him con- 
cerning the difiference of our customs, particularly 
the confinement of women. He assures me there is 
nothing at all in it; only, says he, we have the ad- 
vantage, that when our wives cheat us nobody knows 
it. He has wit, and is more polite than many Chris- 
tian men of quality. I am very much entertained 
with him. He has had the curiosity to make one of 
our servants set him an alphabet of our letters, and 
can already write a good Roman hand. 

But these amusements do not hinder my wishing 
heartily to be out of this place ; though the weather 
is colder than I believe it ever was any where but in 
Greenland. We have a very large stove constantly 
kept hot, and yet the windovirs of the room are frozen 
on' the inside. God knows when I may have an op- 
portunity of sending this letter: but I have written 
it for the discharge of my own conscience : and you 
cannot now reproach me, that one of yours makes 
ten of mine. Adieu. 



* The Persian Tales appeared first in Europe as a transla- 
tion by Monsieur Petit de la Croix; and what are called 
" Hie Arabian Nights," in a similar maimer, hy Monsieur 
Galland. 
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XXVIIL 
TO HER R. H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES* 

Adrianoplc, April 1, O. S. 171 

I HAVE now, madam, finished a joomey that haa 
heuu uiidurtaken by any Christian since the tim( 
the Greek emperors; and I shall not regret all 
fatigues I have sufFcred in it, if it gives me an 
I)ortvmity of amusing your royal highness by an 
count of places utterly unknown amcmgst us; 
em{»eror's ambassadors, and those few English ' 
If have come hither always going on the Dannb 

Nicopohs. But the river was now firozen, and 
Wortlcy was so zealous for the service of his majc 
tliat he would not defer his journey to wait for 
conveniency of that passage. 

We crossed the deserts of Servia, afanost q 

overgrown with wood, through a country natui 

3^ fertile. The inhabitants are industrious; but 

u^ oppression of the peasants is so great, they are foi 

[ £; to abandon their houses, and neglect their tillage 

they have being a prey to the janisaries, wheni 

[|i^ they please to sieze upon it. We had a guard of 

hundred of them, and I was almost in tears & 
day to see their insolencies in the poor villages thrc 

J!^ which wo passed. 

After seven days* travelling through thick wo 

* The late Queen Caroline* 
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-we came to Nissa, once the capiul of Servia, situated 
in a fine plain on the river NUBara, in a tbt; good 
mir, and so fimitful a soil, that tlie great plen^ ia 
hardly credible. I was ceitainly aaaiued, that the 
quantity of wine last TiDUge was lo prodigious, that 
they were forced to dig holea in the earth to put it 
in, not baviag Tewels enough in the town to hold iu 
The hapirineu of this plenty is scarcely perceiTed 
by the oppressed people. I saw here a new occasion 
lor mj compassion ; the wretches that bad provided 
twenty waggons for our baggage &om Belgrade hither 
for a certain hire, being all sent back withoat pay- 
ment, some of their horses lamed, and others killed, 
withont any aatisfiirlion made for them. The poor 
fellows came round the bouse weeping and tearing 
their hair and beards in a most pitiful manntr, with- 
ont getting any thing but diulis from the insolent sol- 
diers. I cannot express to youi royal highness bow 
much I was moved at this scene. J would hate paid 
them the money oat of my own poi±et with all my 
heart; but it would only bate beea giving so much 
to the aga, who would have taken it from them with- 

After lour days' journey from this place over the 

mountains, we came to Sophie, sitoated in a large 
beautiful plain on the river Isca, and surrounded with 
distant mountains. It is hardly possible to see a 
more agreeable landscape. The ci^ itself is very 
large and extremely populous. Here ate hot baths, 
very famous for tb^ medicinal virtues. — Four days' 
journey ftom hence, we arrived at Philippopolis, 
after havingpaased the ridgea between the nuiiaiiua?a% 
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TO THE LIDY RICH. 







iwpHi 


nto a new world, where eveiy thing 1 




me a change of scene; and I write to 


ijrfrip' 


Kith some content of mind, hoping, at 


iMjoa 


wiU find the charms of novelty in mj 


»Ddm 


> loi^et reproach ms that I teU you 



1 not tmuble yoa with a- relation of oat tadioot 
; bat muac not omit what I saw remukaUe 
lia, one of the most beautifiil towns Id (he 
I Mipire, and famous for its hot hatha, that 
tnted to both foi diversion and health. I 
. here one day on purpose to tee them ; tmd 
ig to go nrojnita, I hired a Totkiab coach. 
loitnTee are not at all like ours, bat mticli 
mTtmieat for the couatrj, the beat being so 
lat glaases would be very tioablesome. They 
le a good deal in the manner of the Dutch 
^achea, bariag wooden lattices painted and 
the inaide being alao painted with baaketa 
legayB of flowers, intenniied eonauonly witli 
letii^al mottMa. They are covered all over 
ailet cloih, lined witk silk, aod very often 
imbroidered and Mnged ; this covering en- 
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ill 

V 



tirely hides the penooB in them, bat may 1 
back at pleasure, and thns pennits the ladic 
through the lattices. They hold four pe 
conveniently, seated on coshions, but not n 

In one of these covered waggons, I we 
bagnio about ten o'clock; it was already fi 
men. It is built of stone in the shape oi 
with no windows but in the roof, which g 
enough. There were five of these domes 
gether, the outmost being less than the rest, 
ing only as a hall, where the portress sto 
door. Ladies of quality generally give Ih 
a crown or ten shillings ; and I did not fi 
ceremony. The next room is a very large < 
with marble, and all around it are two rai 
of marble, one above another. There were 
tains of cold water in this room, falling first 
ble basons, and then running on the flooi 
channels made for that purpose, which ca 
streams into the next room, something less < 
with the same sort of marble sofas, but so 
streams of sulphur proceeding from the bat] 
to it, it veas impossible to stay there with one 
on: the two other domes were the hot b 
of which had two cocks of cold water tumii 
to temper it to what degree of warmth th 
please to ha\e. 

I was in my travelling habit, which is 
dress, and certainly appeared very extraoi 
them : yet there was not one of them tha 
the least surprise or impertinent curiosit} 
ceived me with all the obliging civility po 
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10 European comt where the ladies wotdd baTe 
•d thenuelTea in so polite a maniiec to such a 
or. J beliere, upon the whole, there were two 
id women, and yet none of those disdainful smiles 
tirical whispers, that aerei fail in oar usembliee 
anj bod; appears that is not dressed eiactly 
takhim. They repeated over and oier to nw. 
^1, p^ gtu£l," which is nothing but" Ctiarming. 
harming." The first so^ were covered with 
ns and rich carpets, on which sat the ladies ; 
n the second their Blares behind them, but 
It any distinction of rank by thni dress, all 
in the state of nature, that is, in plain English, 
laked, withoot any beauty or defect concealed, 
lere was not the least wanton smile or immodest 

among them : they waU^ and mored with 
me majeetic grace which Miltm describes our 
d mother with. There were many amongst 
as eiactl; proportioned as ever any goddess 
rawn by the pencil of a Guido or Titian, — and 
)f their skins ahiaingly white, only adorned by 
■eaatiM hair divided into many treases, hanging 
ir ahonldeis, braided either with pearl or ribbon, 
tly representii^ the figuies of the Graces. 

as here convinced of the tiuth of ft reflection I 
iftea made, " That if it were the fashion to go 
, the face would be hardly obserred." I per- 
. that the ladies of the most delicate stuns and 
ihapes had the greatest share of my admiration, 

1 their faces were sometimes less beautiful than 
of their companions. To tell you the truth, I 
rickednesB enuugh to wish secretly that Mr. 




"sated ^e to ,r,T^' "n«i<iwah, *^- ' 
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jonniej next monung endy, I waa in buU to see the 
ruioB of JuBdoivk'fl church, which did not afibrd me 
■o tgieeable a pnapcct ns I had left, being httle more 
thtn a heap of itoae*. 

Adiea, madain: I tun sure I bare now entertameJ 
]POD with an accotmt of nch a Bight aa you never raw 
in jrooT life, nd what no book of travels couid inform 
jroB (rf, u it ia do leai than death for a man to be 
Ibond in one of theae placea. 



TO THE ABBOT • • •- 

Adriuoplf, April t, O. S. 171), 
Yotr BM that lam verjp exact in keeping the ptotniee 
you engaged me te make. I know not, howcrer, 
whether jonr coiioaitf wilt be aadiGed with the Bc- 
(fionlb I shall give you, thongh 1 can auars you the 
ilenre I have to oblige you to the utmoatof my power 
' baa made me very diligent in my inqoiries and ob- 

■ecounta of the manners and religion of these people ; 
diis part of the world being seldom Tinted but by 
merchants, who mind little but their own affiura ; or 
mvallen, who make too abort a stay to be able to 
report any thing exactly of their own knowledge 
The Tnrica are too prood to conTcrse fcmiliaity with 
maichanta, who csn only pick up avaie confiiBed in- 
fortaatioa*, which are generaUy hlee ; and can give 
no better acoQiat of the wtija hete, tKtiv & lx*.ad.v 
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if^M'^tic, lodging^ in a garret in Gzeek Street, conld 
write of the court of England. 

Tho journey we have made from Belgrade hithei 
<;aur.ot possibly be passed by any out of a public cha* 
lucter. The desert woods of Serria are the conunn 
r(;fi;«;c of thieves, who rob fifty in a company, lo that 
wc had need of all our guards to secure us ; and the 
villages are so poor, that only force could extort from 
them necessary provisions. Indeed, the janizazin 
had no mercy on their poverty, killing all the poolixy 
•uid sheep they could find, without asking to tHuB 
they belonged ; while die wretchctd owners duiwtnot 
put in their claim, for fear of being beaten. Laml» 
just fallen, geese and turkeys big with egg, all nai- 
sacrod without distinction! I fancied I heard the 
romplaints of Melibocus for the hope of his flock. 
When the pash&s travel, it is yet worse. These op- 
})ressors are not content with eating all that is to be 
eaten belonging to the peasants; after they have 
crammed themselves and their numerous retinue, they 
have the impudence to exact what they call tmik- 
money, a contribution for the use of their teeth, worn 
witli doing them the honour of devouring their meat 
I'his is literally and exactly^true, however extravagant 
it may seem ; and such is the natural corruption of a 
military government, their religion not allowing of 
tliis barbarity, any more than ours does. 

I had tlie advantage of lodging three weeks at 
Belgrade, with a principal effendi, that is to say, a 
scholar. This set of men are equally capable of pre- 
ferments in the law or the church, these two sciences 
}>eing cast into one, and a lawyer and a priest being 
tiie same word in the Turkish language. They aie 
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An only men really coaaiderable in tha entplre ; alt 
the profitable employtnentB uid chnich leTeiines are 
in tb«ir handi. Tbe graod-eignicir, though genoat 
hdr to his people, nerer pieinmeB to Conch their 
lauds OT moiie;. which go, in in anintetnipted snc- 
cesdoD. to their children. It ii tnie, they lose thia 
piiiilege by accepting a place at coort, or the title of 
pwb&; but there are few exampleB of BuchfooU among 
them. You may eamly jndge of the power of theie 
mem, who have engiossed all the learning, and alntoet 
all the wealth of the empire : they are the real au- 
thors, though the goldieis are the acton of revolu- 
tions. They depo«ed the late Sultan Muetspba; and 
tbeic power is Kt well known, that it ia the empeior's 
intcceat to flatter them. 

This is a long digression. I was gtring to tell yon 
that an intimate daily cmTersation with (he eSendi, 
Achiset Bey, gave me va opportuaity of knowing 
tb««T religion and morals in a more pai^cular manner 
than, perhaps, any Chriirljan ever did. I eiplained 
to him the difference between the religion of ^gland 
and liome j and he was pleased to heai there were 
Christians that did not worship imagee, or adore the 
Virgin Mwy. The ridicule of transobstantiation ap- 
peared very stioiig to him. — Upon comparing our 
creeds tt^ether, I am convinced that if our friend 
Dr, *** had free liberty of prsadiing here, it would 
bsvery easy to pemade tbe genexahty to Chriatiaiiity, 
Witose notions are very little diffeiest from his. Mr. 
Whiscon would make a very good apoatle here, I 
do not donbt but his zeal will be much fired, if yon 
a this account to him*, VU. Ui(i Yoi&i'W 
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must fint liMB ike gift of tangoM, Wim h* cm 

&ilily be of Uf uae. 

Mabometum it dindeJ into ta mtDj m 
Chrimimity ; and the finl inatitudon u Bnid 
lected md obscured by iuterfiretatume. I i 
bere fuibcar rcfiecting on the natunl inclinal 
mauldnd to Duke myBteriefl ftud nareltiee. — ■ 
Zeidi,KiiJi,Jaban,&c,putmeiDmiiidcftheCal 
Lulberaiu, md CttTiniatB, and are equally z 
agiunst one another. But the nUMt prerailing tn 
if you WBich into tbe secrel of the aflandis, Ii 
tieam, Tliis it, indeed, kept tnaa the pcoplt 
ue amused with a thousand difieient natigni, ■ 
iiig to tlie different iateteiC of their pieacben 
I'liere aio very few among;st than (Adunei 
doaied there were anj) to tbaord, ai to wt i 
wit by declaring they believe no God at all : k 
I'huI Ryc&ut is mistaken (db he commonly 
cdling the Beet lutartn* (i. e. tht itcnt tnl 
Atheists, they being DeiaU, whose impiety ci 
in msking a jest of their prophet, Achmet Bi 
not own to me that he «u of this opinion ; but 
no scruple of deilating hom some part of Mab 
!aw, by drinking wine with the same freedom « 
^Vhcn I asked bim how he came to allow b 
iliat liberty I be made answer, that all the ere 
of God are good, and designed for the use of 
howoTer, that the prohibition of wins was a ver 
maiim, and meant for the commtm people, beii 

• See D'OlinMi, Tablc.n C'niral (Ic I'Emptre OH 
s voJi. Hvo. mi, in ohich tlii^ religious code of the K 
mcduu, ind of euli -kcI. 1> Tciy HttiAiclorily detail c 
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■oarcs of mil diwRdsr* amonf them) but thtt the 
praphet nerei dnignad to confine those Ihit knew 
how to OM it witli modertitian : nerertheleH, he gud, 
tint ■CBodol ought to be avoided, asd that be nerei 
dniik it in pnhtic Thi* is tlie genaral iraj of think- 
ing among them, taid veiy few fbrbeoi drioking wine 
that are able to affiird it. He BHured me. that if I 
undeiMood Arabic, I Hhould be veiy well pleased 
with reading the Alcoran, which is so far from the 
nonsense ws cbaige it with, that it is the jiurest mo- 
rality, delivered in the very best language. I hare 
■inca heard impartial Christians speak of it in the 
Mine manner ; and I do not doi^l but that all our 
tnuulations are from copies got from the Greek priests, 
who would not fail to falsiJy it with the extremity of 
malice. No body of men ever were more ignorant, 
or more compt: j'et they diBer so little &om the 
Romish cfanrch, that. I confess, nothing gives me a 
greater aUiorrence of the cruelty of your clergy, than 
(be barbaroDS persecution of them, whenever they 
have been their masters, for no other reason than 
dieir not acknowledging the pope. The dissenting 
itt that one article has got them the dtlea of heretics 
Knd schiamnticB ; and, what is worse, the same treat- 
merit. I found St Pbilippopolis a sect of CbriBtians 
that coll thenuelve» Paulines. They show sn old 
chorch, where, thay say, St. Paul preached ; sod he 
is their favourite saint, after the same manner that 
St. Peter is at Rome ; neither do they forget to give 
him the same preference over the rest of the apostles. 
But of all the religions I have seen, that of the 
Arn&ouls seems to me the moat paitiiTilai. TV«^ 
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are aitiTeB of AmaoutUdi, the BociMi 
and still retsin the countge imd haltb 
they hare l»( the nuue of MacedoniH 
be« miliiia in tbe Tajkieh empire, and tl> 
upon the jinizuies. Th«y ue foot sokUi 
a guard ot them, [elieved in eiBiy coOBM 
we p&8«ed ; they itie all clothed and an 
own eEpense, dreafled in clean whin C 
carrying gons of a prodigiooa length, whi 
with npon their ahaitldera as if they did 
weight of them, the leader singing K I 
(one, not unpleasant, and the rest nud 
chorus. These people, living between Cb 
Mahometans, and not being skilled in ' 
declare, that they are utterly unable to j 
niligian is best j but, to be certain of : 
rejecting tbe truth, they very pradeutl; 
They go to the mosqueB on Fridays, and t( 
on Sundays, saying far Ibdr excuse, Ibal 
of judgment they are sure of pratectioD ft 
prophet ; but which that is, Ihej arc not 
Tennine in this world. I believe there 
race of mankind, who have so modest ai 
their own capacity. 

These ate tlie remBrks I have made on t 
of religions I have ieen. 1 do not ask ; 
for the hberty I hare taken in speaking of 
1 know you equally condemn the quae 
rJiurches, as rnuch as you reTere the s(t 
in which we both agree. 

Vou win expect 1 should say somethii 
the antiqaitiea of this country ; but thets 
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msuu of aadent Greece. We passed nesr the piec:e 
of an txck, wUch is commonly cstled Tinjan's Gate, 
tram a mppoeitioti that be made it U shut up the 
passage orei the mountuni between Sophia and Pbi- 
li|^iopolia. Bat I rather believe it the remaina of eome 
triomphiU arch (tboogh I could not see anjr iuscrip- 
tiou) ; for if that passage had been shut up, there aie 
naaj others that would serve for the march of an 
Bimy; and, notwithstandinf the story of Baldwin, 
Earl of Flandera, being overthiowu in these straits, 
Bfter be won Conatantinople, I do not fancy the Ger- 
mans would find themsetres stopped by them at this 
d^. It is trae, the road is now rnade (with great 
industry} as commodious Bs possible, for tbe march 
of the Turkish army; there is not one ditch or pud dEe 
between this place and Belgrade that has not a' large 
Miong bridge of planks bnilt over it : but the pre- 
cipices are not bo terrible as I had heard them repre- 
Bented. At these monntains we tay at the little vil- 
lage Kiskoi, wholly inh^ted by Christians, as alltbe 
peaaanls of Bulgaria are. Their houses are nothing 
bat little huts, raised of dirt baked in the sun : and 
they leave them and Hy into the monntainB, somn 
months before the march of the Turkish army, who 
would else entirely ruin them, by driving away theii 
whole flocks. This precaution secures them in a son 
of plenty; for, atich vast tracts of land lying in com- 
moo, they have thq liberty of sowing what they 
please, and aie generally very induetrioos husband- 
men. I drank here several sorts of delicious wine. 
The women drees themselves in a great variety of 
coloured glass beads, and are not ugly, but o( s.t^ifHv,'^ 
cttaplezioa. 
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und, being one of the liaudnimeet men in the empiie, 
had feiy much engaged her affectioni. When abe 
eaw this KBcoud husband, who is at least 6&y, she 
caald not forbear bursting into tears. He is indeed 
a man of merit, and the declared faiourite of the 
flultan (which they call nUHtitip); bat that ia not 
entH^b to make him pleasing in the ejea of a girl of 
chirteen. 

The govenunent here is entiielj in the hands of 
the anny { the giBnd-signior, with all bis absolute 
power, ia as much a slave as any of his subjects, and 
trembles at a janizary's frown. Here is, indeed, a 
much greater appearance of subjection than amopg 
lu : a minister of stale is not spolian to, but upon the 
1 knee ; aboold a reflection oa his conduct be dropped 
in a co&ebonse (for they have spies everywhere), 
the house would be raied to the ground, and perhaps 
the whole conqwiy put to ths torture. No " huzzaing 
mobs, senseless paiiq>blets, and tavern disputes about 



None of our harmless calling names ! but when a 
minister here displeases the people, in three hours' 
lime he is drafi^;ed even from hie master's arms. 
They cut off bands, Iiead, and feet, and throw tbem 
before the palace gate, with all the respect ia the 
world ; while tbe sultan (to whom they all profess 
an unlimited adoiatiDn) sits trembling in his apart- 
ment, and dares neither defend nor revenge bis fsr 
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▼ourite. This is the blessed conditiaii of tlie most 
absolute mooarch upon earth, who owns no Imo hut 
his wilL 

I cannot help wishing, in the loyalty of my heart, 
tliat the parliament would send hither a ship-load of 
your passive-obedient men, that they might see arbi* 
trary government in its clearest and atxongest light, 
where it is hard to judge whether the prince, people, 
or ministers are most miserable. I could make many 
reflections on this subject; but I know, madam, your 
own good sense has already furnished you with better 
than I am capable of. 

I went yesterday along with the French ambassa- 
dress to see the grand signior* in his passage to the 
mosque. He was preceded by a nmnerous guard of 
janizaries, with vast white feathers on their heads, 
as alBO by the apahis and boatangees (these are foot 
and horse guards), and the royal gardeners, which 
are a very considerable body of men, dressed in dif- 
ferent habits of fine lively colours, so that, at a dis- 
tance, they appeared like a parterre of tulips. After 
them, the aga of the janizaries, in a robe of purple 
velvet, lined with silver tissue, his horse led by two 
slaves richly dressed. Next him the kyzldr-aga (your 
ladyship knows this is the chief guardian of the se- 
raglio ladies),. in a deep yellow cloth (which suited 
very well to his black face), lined with sables. liSSt 

• Acfamet III. who reigned from 1703 to 1730, recovered 
the Morea from the Venetians, but lost Belgrade, Petenvar- 
adin, and Tcmcsvar, to the Imperialists. He preferred his 
palace at Adrianoplc to the Ottoman Porte, which loat him 
the favoor of the janiKaries. 



etmn bu SnbUniitj bimMlf, anjei in green, lined 
Willi die far of & Moiconte foi, wbich it nippoaed 
worth B tlumnBd ponndB iterling, tad moimled <» ■ 
fine hone, wiA fbmitDte embroideied with jewel*. 
Six more hones licklj ctpEuiaoned were led titer 
ImB ; Slid IwD of his piindpal courtien bore, one his 
gold, and the other his silver coffeepot, on a staff; 
another canied a silier bUwI on tui bead for him to 

It mrald be too tedioiu to tell yooi lidyihip Ihe 
Tarioua dreaaes and tuibmi by which their rank ie 
diBdngoished : but they were all eitieraelj ricli and 
gay, to the nan^Mr of some thoosandi ; so that, per- 
hqiB, there cannot be seen a more beautiful proceuion. 
The Saltan appeared to us ■ handwime miui of about 
forty, with Bomething, howerei, seTere in his connle- 
nance, and hiseyeBveTyfull and black. He happcnnl 
to atop under the window where we stood, and ( I 
sappoee Being told who we were) looked upon oa verj' 
■ttentiTBly, bo that we had Ul leisure to cooaider tim. 
The French amhaaBiidresa agreed witli me u to his 
good mien : I see that lady-rery often; she is young, 
and her conversalioa would be n great relief to me, if 
1 coold persuade her (o live without those forma and 
ceremoniea that make life eo formal and tiresome. 
But ike is so delighted with her goarda, her four-and- 
twenty (botmen, gentlemen ushers, fiic that she would 
rather die than make me a visit without them ; not to 
lecfcon a coachfbl of attending damsels, yclept maids 
of honour. What vexes me is, that as limg as she 
will visit me with a troublesome equipage, 1 am. 
ob%ed 10 do the same ; however, our mutual intetev. 
nukes us much together. 
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I went with her the other day all roand the town, 
in an open gilt chariot, with our joint train of attend- 
ants, preceded by our guards, who might have ima- 
moned the people to see what they had never sees, 
nor ever perhaps would see again, two young Christian 
ambassadresses at the same time. Your ladyship 
may easily imagine we drew a vast crowd of spec* 
tators, but all silent as death. If any of them had 
taken the liberties of our mobs upon any strange sight, 
our janizaries had made no scruple of fiEdling on them 
with their scimitars, without danger for so doing, being 
above law. 

These people, however (I mean the janizaries), 
have some good qualities ; tiiey are very zealous and 
faitliful where they serve, and look upon it as their 
business to fight for you on all occasions. Of this 
I had a very pleasant instance in a village on this side 
PhilippopoUs, where we were met by our domestic 
guards. I happened to bespeak pigeons for supper, 
upon which one of my janizaries went immediately to 
the cadi (the chief civil officer of the town), and or- 
dered him to send in some dozens. The poor man 
answered, that he had already sent about, but could 
get none. My janizary, in the height of his zeal for 
my service, immediately locked him up prisoner in 
his room, teUing him he deserved death for his impu- 
dence, in offering to excuse his not obejring my com- 
mand ; but, out of respect to me, he would not punish 
him but by my order. Accordingly, he came very 
gravely to me, to ask what should be done to him ; 
, adding, by way of compliment, that if I pleased he 
would bring me his head. This may give you some 
idea of the unlimited power of these feUows, who are 
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all sworn biotlien, and bmnd to Tsvenge the injuries 
dxmo to one asotheri whether at Cftiro, Aleppo, or 
anj put of the worid. This inviolahle league makes 
than K> powerful, that the greateil jaea at court 
nerer apeaka to them bat in a flattering tooe ; and in 
j^gia, any man that ia rich is forced to enrol hiaiaetf a 
jauiiaiy, to aecure his estate. 

But I have already aud enough ; and I dare swear, 
dear madam, that, by this time, it ia a very comJbrt- 
able reflection to you, that there is no poaaibiHty of 
your TeceinDg auch a todioua letter but once iik six 
months; it is that consideration has given me the 
laaurance of entertaining you so long, and will, I 
hope, plead the excuse of, dear madam. 

Yours, &G. 
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XXXU. 
TO THB COUNTESS OF VAR. 

Adriaoople, Ai»ril 1, O. 8. 1717. 

I WISH to God, dear sister, that you were af regolar te 
letting me know what passes on yoqr side of the globei 
as I am caiefdl in endeavouring to amuse you by the 
account of all I see here that I think wordi your no- 
tice. You content yourself with telling me over and 
over, that the town is very dull : it may possibly h6 
dull to you, when every day does not present you 
with something new ; but for me, that am in arrears 
at least two months' news, all that seems very stale 
with you would be very fresh and sweet here. Pray 
let me into more particulars, and I will try to' awaken 
your gratitude, by ^ving you a full and true relation 
of the novelties of this place, none of which would 
surprise you more than a sight of my person, as I 
am now in my Turkish habit, though I believe you 
would be of my opinion, that it is admirably becoming. 
I intend to send you my picture ; in the mean time 
accept of it here. 

The first part of my dress is a pair of drawers, very 
full, that reach to my shoes, and conceal the legs 
more modestly than your petticoats. They are of a 
thin rose-coloured damask, brocaded with silver flowers. 
My shoes are of white kid leather, embroidered with 
old. Over this hangs my smock, of a fine white silk 
auze, edged with embroidery. This smock has wide 



■leerei, h«ogiiig half-w^ down th« um, uil ia closed 
at the neck with ■ dlsmaail button ; but tht ilmpe 
and coIaoT of tlie bpfom are very well to be diuin-- 
fuUied thioagh it. The mUtrg u B vaiBtcoat, m&de 
cIoM to the shipe, of white and gold daniMki vrilh 
veiy long sleeree folliog back, and Ringed with deep 
goldfrin^iRnddiouldhaTeditniond or pearl bntions. 
U; cqpim, of the aaiiie stuff with mj dmwsN, is a 
Hibe exactly fitted to mj ibape, and readuDg to my 
feet, with Miy long sliait falling Bleerea. OTerthieia 
my gildle, of about four fingen broad, which all thai 
canaAbtd it haie entirely of diamonds or other pieciaus 
Koaea; those who will not be at that expense bare it 
of exquisite embroidery OD satin ; but it iniisC be fas- 
tened bdbre with a clasp of diamonds. The curdee 
isalooeerobetbeythrowoS'orputon according to the 
weather, being of a rich brocade (mine is green and 
gidd), eithsi lined with ermine or sables ; tbe beeves 
reach <eiy little below the shoulders. The headdress 
ia caaposed of a o^, called laJpoct, which is in win- 
ter ef fine velvet, embroidend with peails or diamonds- 
Mid in mmmer of a light shining ulver stuff. This is 
fixed em ime side of the head, hai^;ing; a little way 
down with a gold tassel, and bound on, either with a 
circle of diamooda (as I have seen several) oi a rich 
embroidered haodkeicbief. On the other aide of the 
' head, the haii is laid flat ; and here Che ladies are at 
liberty lo show their fascies; some putting flowers, 
othera a plume of heron's feathers, and, in short, what 
they please ; but the most general fashion ia a large 
bouipitt of jewels, made like natuial flowera; that is, 
the boda, of pearl ; the loses, of diffment coloured 
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Fubisa ; the jeuiimiDes, of diamonds 
topuea, &c. BO weBl set and enamel 
imogiiic uiy (bing of that kind so 
hair hanga >t iu full leoglli beliind, di 
bisided nitb pearl or ribbon, which 
cjuandty. 

I never saw in my life bo many S 
In one lady's I hove counted a hundi 
tieiaes. all natural ; but it must be o 
kind of beauty is more common he 
It is surpriaing to ace ■ young wc 
veiy handsome. They haTt nsturall; 
ful complexion in Che vorld, and gen 
pycB, I can BSauie you, nith gres 
court of England (tliou^b 1 believe 
Chrtitendom) does not contain ao i 
are under oar protection here. The; 
their eyebrowai and both Greeka 
th^ custom of putting round their e 
rare, iliat at a distance, or by candl 
much to the blackness of tbem. I fi 
tiiilies would be overjoyed to know t 
is loo risible by day. They dye t 
colour; but, I own, I caiinot enough 
to tbia fashion to find any beauty in 

As to their morality or good coi 
like Harlequin, tbac ft is just as it i 
the Turkish ladies do not commit on 
not being Christinas. Now that ] 
ijuainled with their ways, I cannot 
either the eiemplary diacretion or e 
uf nil tlie writers that bsTe given a 
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tt is very eaqr to see thsj hars in lealitj more liberty 
iban we lu*e. Ha woman, of whst nnk toever, is 
pennitted to go into the tUeeta mllunit two ■wrliiw ; 
one that coven her faco all bat her eyei, and another 
that hides the whole diess ot lui head, and btngs 
half way down her back. Their shapes are also 
wholly concealed by a thing they call ^fmgtt, which 
no wonun of any sort appears without ; thia has sliait 
■learea, that reach to their fingers-ends, and it laps 
all round them, not unlike a riding-hood. In winter 
it u of cloth, and in aunuuer of plain stuff or silk. 
You may giiese then haw sSectually thia disgoisea 
them, ao that there is no distinguishing the great lady 
&om her slave. It is impossible for the moat jealous 
husband to know his wife when he meets her; aud 
DO man dare touch or follow a womsn in the street. 

Thia perpetual maaqaerade gives them eotire hberly 
of following their inclinations without danger of die- 
corery* The most usual method of intrigne is, to 
send an appointment to the lorer to meet the lady at 
a Jew's shop, which are as noloriously coQTenient as 
our Indian-housea ; and yet even those who do not 
make use of Uiem, da not scruple to go to buy penny' 
worths, and tumble orer rich goods, which are chiefly to 
be found amongst that sort of people. The great ladies 
seldom let their gallants know who they are ; and it 
ia so difficult to find it out. that tliey can very seldom 
gaesa at her name, whom they have corresponded 
with for above half a year together. Voa may easily 
imagine tlie number c^ faithful wives very small in a 
eoontiy where they have nothing to fear from a lover's 
indiscmian, since we see bo manj h^^e th& cooiwiii 
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to expose themselvefl to that in this worid, and all 
threatened punishment of the next, "vdiich is ne* 
preached to the Turkish damsels. Neither have th 
much to apprehend from the resentment of their hi 
bands; those ladies that are rich having all the 
money in their own hands. 

Upon the whole, I look upon the Tnrkish womeL 
as the only free people in the empire ; the very divan 
pays respect to them ; and the grand-signior himself 
when a pashi is ezecated, never violates the privi- 
leges of the kar6n (or women's apartment), which 
remains untouched and entire to the vndow. They 
are queens of their slaves, whom the husband has no 
permission so much as to look upon, except it be an 
old woman or two that his lady chooses. It is true 
their law permits them four wives; but there is no 
instance of a man of quality that makes use of this 
liberty, or of a woman of rank that would sufier it- 
When a husband happens to be inconstant (as those 
things will lumpen), he keeps his mistress in a house 
apart, and visits her as privately as he can, just as it 
is with you. Amongst all the great men here, I only 
know the tefterdar (t. «• treasurer) that keeps a num- 
ber of she slaves for his own use (that is, on his own 
side of the house ; for a slave once given to serve a 
lady is entirely at her disposal), and he is spoken of 
as a libertine, or what we should call a rake, and his 
wife will not see him, though she continues to live in 
his house. 

Thus you see, dear sister, the manners of mankind 
do not differ so widely as our voyage writers would 
make us believe. Perhaps it would be more enter- 



LAD« ametiav'i ieitem. 115 

taininK to add a, faw imiauiiig coitoiiu of my -own 
inventioTi ; but nolhmg wema to me so Igreeitble us 
Outh, and I beliBTe notluDg lo acceptable to yon. 1 
condode tbeiefiae witli repeatiiig the great tnith of 
nj being, 



XXXIII. 
MR. POPE TO LADV MONTAGU. 



If to live in tlia memory of othen bays any thing do- 
areble in it, it is wbaC you powees with regard to me. 
in the h^;heBt seoBe af the worda. There it not a 
day in which yonr figure does not appear befbie me ; 
yoor converaationa letnia to my tfaoughta, and every 
scene, place, or occaaian, where I bare enjoyed them, 
are es lirelily painted, aa an imagintitioa equally warm 
and tender can be capable to represent them. Yet 
how little accrues to you &om all this, when not only 
my wiBhet, bat the very eipreuiona of them, can 
hardly ever airive to be known to you 1 I cannot tell 
whether you have Been half the letters I httTe writ ; 
but if yon had, I bare not aaid in them half of what 
I deugnbd to say; and yon can bare seen but a bint, 
slight, dmorous tichantiUon of what my spirit sug- 
gests, and my hand (bllows slowly and imperfectly, ' 
indeed unjustly, because discreetly and reservedly. 
When yon told me there was no way left for oar cac- 
retpondsDce bat by merchant ships, ^ 'nat>ibe<\. &i%i 
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hu lost all Duumer of romantic ideaa; except ft few 
that hover about the Boai>ht»us and Helle^KHit, not 
•D Much for the fine Bound of theii nnmee, as to laiee 
ap images of Lemder, who was drowned in doeaing 
the *ea to kin the hand of fail Hero. This wece & 
deatiiiy laM to be lamented than what we are told 
ol the pom Jew, one of ;oiu iaterpretBrg, who was 
beheaded at Belgrade as a ipj. 1 coafaas snch a 
dMlh woold have beea a great duappoiutment to 
met and I beliere Jacob Todbod will haidl; ventuie 
to limt ;ou after this newi. 

You tell me, the pleRBuie of being never the Sun 
hM a great eSM, ixpoo your health and spirits. You 
ham turned my afftoioni so fu eaatwaid, that I 
aould almoat be one of his worshippers: for I think 
tba sun has more reasoa to be proud of ruising youi 
qiirits, than of raising all the plants, and ripemag all 
tLe minerals, in the earth. It is my opinion, a rea- 
aonable mac might gladly travel three or io\tx thou- 
sand leagues to see your nature and your wit in their 
- Ml peifectiou. What may not we expect from a 
detKure that went ont the most perfect of this part 
of the world, and is aver; day improving 1^ the suu 
in the other I If you do not now write wid speak 
the fineM things imaginable, you most be content to 
be inndved in the same iiqnitation with the rest of 
the East, and be concluded to have abandooed your- 
self U> extreme effeminacy, latiness, and lewdness ot 
life. 

I make not the least qoeslioD but you could give 
me great edaiicieaegtents upon many passages in 
Uanar,iince joa have been enl^tened bj the same 
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8un that inspired the &ther of poetiy. . You are now 
glowing under the climate that animated him; yoa 
may see his images rising more boldly about yoa in 
the very scenes oif his story and action ; yoa may by 
the immortal work on some broken column of alkero's 
sepulchre, and read the fall of Troy in the shade of 
a Trojan min, but if, to visit the tomb of so many 
heroes, you have not the heart to pass over that sea 
where once a lover perished, you may at least, at 
ease in your own window, contemf^ate the fields of 
Asia in such a dim and remote prospect as yoa have 
of Homer in my translation. 

I send you, therefore, with this, the third vohme 
of the Iliad, and as many other things as fill a wooden 
box, directed to Mr. Wortley. Among the rest, yoa 
have all I am worth, that is, my works: there aie' 
few things in them but what you have already seen, 
except the epistle of Eloisa to Abelard, in which yoa 
will find one passage, that I cannot tell whether to 
wish you should understand or not. 

For the news in London, I will sum it up in short: 
we have masquerades at the theatre in the Hay- 
market-, of Mr. Heideker's institution ; they are very 
frequent, yet the adventures are not so numerous but 
tliat of my Lady Mohun still makes the chief figure. 
Her marriage to young Mordant, and all its circum- 
stances, I suppose you will have firom Lady Rich, or 
Miss Xjriffin. The political state is under great di- 
visions, the parties of Walpole and Stanhope as vio- 
lent as whig aad tory. The king and prince continue 
two names ; there is nothing like a coalition but at 
the masquerade : however, the princess is a dissenter 
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from it, aad hu a veiy snuUl party Id 
separMioa. 

The lut 1 iK«ived &am your hands wai from 
Peteiwandin ; it gave me the joj of t^i pki^g you ia 
goCHl health. uid hnmaur: ooe or two eipregsioiu in 
it are too genenras CTer to be forgotten by me. I 
writ a very melancholy one just before, which was 
sent la Mr. Staoyan, to be ftswarded through Iiun< 
^ary. It woold hare infonDsd yoa how meanly I 
thought of the pleuorea of Italy, without the grati- 
Gcatiou of your company, and that mere atatues and 
[dctDies are not more cold to me than I to them. 1 
have had but four of yonr letters ; 1 have sent several, 
and wish I knew how many yon hare received. For 
God'a sake, madam, send to me as often as yoa can, 
in the dependance that there ia no man breathing 
more constantly or mcse aniiously mindjul of you. 
Ten me that you are well, tell me that your little sou 
is well, tell me that your very do; (if you have one) 
is well. Defiaad me of no one thing that pleases 
yon; for whaterer that is, it will please me better 
Ihao «ny thing else can do. 

I am always yours, 

A. Popf. 






*»-«toWtt?^««,5:^^»-r bright ^.^ ^ 
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I Bin at Iliu present moment wiiting in > house 
aiCnsted on the banks of tlie Hebnu, which nma 
under mj chamber window. M; garden is fall of 
tall cjpresa dees, apon the bmachea of ^dch Mreral 
conple of tme tartlet aie saying «all thingi to one 
■nolhet ftom inomiDg (ill niglit. How nalnrally do 
bouglu and vovi come into m; mind at this minate ! 
and mnat not ;oa coafeaa, to mj praise, tint it is 
more than an ordinaiy discretion that can resist the 
wicked si^gestiaas of poetry, in a place where truth. 
fOT once, tuinigbes all the ideas of pastoral 1 The 
■nmmer is already fn adTuiced in this part of the 
world; and for some milea loimd Adiianople, the 
whole ground is laid oat in gardens, and the banks 
of the mora are set with rowi of &uic trees, under 
irtiich all the most conaideiable Tuiks dirert them- 
selves every evening; not with walking, that is not 
one of their pleasures, but a set party of them choose 
out a green spot, where tlie shade is very thick, anil 
there diey spread a carpet, on which they sit drinking 
their ceSbe, and are gesBrally attended by some alave 
with a fine Toioe, or that plays on some instrument. 
Every twenty paces you may see one of these Uttte 
companies listening to the dashing of the river; and 
this taste is so universal, that the very gardeners are 
not without it. I have often sees them and their 
children sitting on the banks of the river, and playing 
on n rural instrmuent, perfectly answering the de- 
scription of the ancient JMata, being composed of 
unequal reeds, with a simple bat agreeable softness 
in the sound. 

Mr. Addison might here make Che eipaiiment he 
speaks of in his travels; tlieie not bevng oueuwAxu.- 
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iiient of music among the Greek or Ronian itttnefl 
that is not to be found in the hands of the people of 
thlM country. The young lads generally divert them- 
s(>Iv(>s with making garlands for their favourite lamb?, 
which 1 have often seen painted and adorned with 
tlowors lying ut their feet while tliey sung or played. 
It is not tbat they ever read romances, but these are 
tlu' ancient amusements here, and as natural to them 
art cudgel playing and football to our British swains ; 
tlic softness and warmth of the climate forbidding 
all rough exercises, which were never so much as 
heiud of amongst them, and naturally inspiring a 
laziness and aversion to labour, which the great 
plenty indulges. These gardeners are the only happy 
rare of country people in Turkey. They furnish all 
the city witli fruits and herbs, and seem to live vexy 
easily. They are most of them Greeks, and have 
I i tile houses in the midst of their gardens, where 
their wives and daughters take a Uberty not permit- 
ted in the town, 1 mean, to go unveiled, lliese 
wenches are very neat and handsome, and pass their 
time at their looms under the shade of the tre^s. 

1 no longer look upon Theocritus as a romantic 
writer ; he has only given a plain image of the way 
of hfe amongst tlie peasants of his country; who, 
I>efore oppression had reduced them to want, were, 
I suppose, all employed as the better sort of them 
are now. 1 do not doubt, had he been bom a Briton, 
hut his IJylliums had been filled with descriptions of 
thrashing and churning, both which are unknown 
liore, the corn being all trodden out by oxen ; and 
butter (I speak it with sorrow) unheard of. 

1 read over your Homer here with an infinite i>lea- 




■UTS, and fiod aerenl little pauagea explained, thai 
I did not befoM entiielj coropiebesd tlie beantv of; 
man; of tho ciutami, and much of tbe dreu, then in 
fiuhKni, being yet letainad. 1 do not wonder to £ad 
more TCmains lieie of an age lo diatant tban is to be 
found in any other conntiy, the Toika not tailing that 
paina to introdnca their own maanera aa has been 
generally piactdaed by other natioai, that imagine 
themselvea mora polite. It would be tiM> tediims to 
yon to point oat all tbe paaaages that relate to present 
costomi. Bnt I can aaaure you that the princeaaea 
and ^at ladies paaa their lime at theii loonu, em- 
broidering Teila and robea, anrrounded by their nuida^ 
wMch are always rery munerODs, in the same manner 
■• we find Andimnacbe and Helen described. The 
deacription of the belt of Menelaus eiactly resembles 
those that are now worn by tbe great men, fastened 
wfare with broad golden clasps, and embroidered 
onnd with rich work. The snowy Tcdl that Helen 
irowB over her face is still fuhionable ; oad I never 
« half a dozen of old bashaws (as 1 do very often) 
'.th their reverend beards, sitting basking in the 
1, hut 1 recollect good King Priam and Us coun- 
tots. Thmr manner of dancing is certainly tbe 
te that Diana is nug to hare danced oatbe banka 
lltuotai. The giMt lady still leads the dance, 
is followed by a troop of yoimg girls, who imitate 
steps, and, if die angs, make up (he chorus, 
tunes are ertremely gay and lively, yet with 
hing in them wonderfully soft. The steps are 
according to the pleasure of her that leads 
nee, but always in exact time, and. iufit^MA^j 



more ngrreBlile than anj of our dn 
my opiituni> 1 BonLetimea nuike one 
am nal skilful euoiigh to Irad : these 
dunces, the I'urkuh being lery diffei 
I should have told you, in llie fiis 
Eut«rD manneia giie a great light i 
tore pusages that appear odd U> u 
being commonly what we should co 
piage. The vulgar Tnrk is very dif 
la ipokea at court, or amoogat the | 
who always mix so much Arabic and 
discouTBB, Ibat it may lerf well bf 
langui^i And it is aa ridiculoos to 
expressions commooly used, iq spet 
man or laily, as it would be to speak 
or SometMlshire in the drawingroon: 
diatinctioQ, tliey liare whnt Ibey c 
that is, a style proper for poetry, ai 
exact scripture style. I believe you 
to seo a genuine example of this ; an< 
1 have it in my power to satisfy yi 
sendingyouafaithfulcopy of the ver 
Pasha, the reigning favaurite, has ma 
princess, his contracted wife, whoc 
permitted to visit without ivituesaei 
gone home to hia hanae. He ia a 
[earuiug ; and whether or no he is ct 
good vcree, you may be Bare that, o 
aioD, be would not want the assist) 
poets ia the empire. Thus the verse 
upon as a sample of (heir finest poet; 
doubt you will be of my mind, Ibat 
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derfoUy rasembling '* The Song of Solomon/' which 
was ateo addressed to a royal bride. 



TURKISH VSB8E8 ADDRESSBD TO THE SULTANA, ELDEST 
DAUGHTER OF 8XTLTAN ACHMET ni. 

STANZA I. 

I. Tb« nightingale now wanders in the vines : 
Her passion is to seek roses. 

S. I went down to admire tlie beauty of the vines : 
The sweetness of yoor charms has ravish'd my souU 

3. Yoar eyes are black and lovely. 

Bat wild and disdainAil as those of a stag *. 

STANZA II. 

1. The wished possession is delayed from day to day; 
The crael sultan Achmet will not permit me 

To see those cheeks, more vennilion than roses. 

2. I dare not snatch one of your kisses ; 

The sweetness of your charms has ravish'd my soul. 

3. Your eyes are black and lovely, 

But wild and dis^Uunful as those of a stag. 

STANZA III. 

1. The wretched Ibrahim sighs in these verses: 

One dart from your eyes has pierc'd thro* my heart. 

2. Ah ! when will the hour of possession arrive? 
Must I yet wait a long timet 

The sweetness of your charms has ravish'd my sonl. 



• Sir W. Jones, in the preface to his Persian Grammar, 
pbjects to this translation. The expression t« mAv^V'^j %sa\»- 
gous to the "Boum-if " of Homer. 



126 L4DT BCOMTAGU'S URTISS. 



3. Ah! SulUnaf— •tag-eyed— an utgel oMMgilaiigeU! 
I desire, — and my desire remains onaadsfied. — 
Can yon talce delight to prey npon my heartt 

STANZA IV. 

1. My cries pierce the heavens! 
My eyes are without sleep! 

Tom to me, sultana I — ^let me gaxe on thy beauty. 

2. Adiea !— I go down to the grave. 
If yon call me — 1 return. 

My heart is — hot as solphnr; — iif^, and It will flame* 

3. Grown of n|y life ! fair light of my eyes I 
My saltana ! my princess ! 

1 mb my face against the earth ; — I am drown'd in 

scalding tears — I rave ! 
Have yoa no compassion f Will yon not torn to look 

upon met 

I have taken abandance of pains to get these 
verses in a literal translation; and if you were ac- 
quainted with my interpreters, I might spare myself 
the trouble of assuring you, that they have received 
no poetical touches from their hands. In my opinion 
(allowing for the inevitable faults of a prose transla- 
tion into a language so very different) there is a good 
deal of beauty in them. The epithet of stag^td 
(though the sound is not very agreeable in English) 
pleases me extremely; and I think it a very lively 
image of the fire and indifference in his mistress's 
eyes. Monsieur Boileau has very justly observed, 
that we are never to judge of the elevation of an ex- 
pression in an ancient author by the sound it carries 
with us, since it may be extremely fine with them, 
when, at the same time, it appears low or uncoath 
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to lU. You are so well acquninted with Homer, you 
cannot but hare otwerved the «ame thing, and you 
must hare the Bome indulgence foi all Oriental 
poetry. 

The repetilioiu at the eod of the two firet itanzai 
are meant for a sort of chorus, and are agreeable to 
the ancient nuimer of writing. The muaic of the 
TBTsea apparently changes in the third staniB, where 
the burthen is altered ; and 1 think be lety artfnll; 
■eems more pasaiaaBte at the conclnsioii, as it is 
natural for people to warm themselTe* by their owa 
discoarae, especially on a subject ii) whicb one is 
deeply concerned ; it is certainly far more touching 
than out modem custom of omcluding a aong of 
pasaioa with a turn which is inconsistent with it. 
The first verse is a description of the season of the 
jrear ; all the conntiy now being full of nightingales, 
whose amours with roees is an Arabian fable, as well 
known here as any part of Ovid amongst us, and is 
much the same as if an English poem should begin 
by saying, — "Now Philomela aings." Or what if 
I turned the whole into the style of English poetry, 
to see how it would look 1 

STANZi. L 



' YoDr Urn flHff-eye*, itii«re thDniand ^ lorleB play, 
Al liifia, u Ihely, but u wild u tkey. 
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iiiose eyes/ Jijc^^ ^^ ™« «n»art ' 

;?* ' "rtsM .»;„„ , " * *«« «nd live r 
The heaven. ^''^^^ lY. 

3^« taken ... ... '"^"^Pin.. 



I h ^y charms i« . *' 

^a^e taken *r "»«pire." 
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fiction, of h&Tug fint Been her in > gardeo, where 
he wna admicing the be&oty of the spring. But I 
could not forbeai letaining the compariaon of her 
eyes mlh those of a etag, though, perhaps, the noielty 
(^ it ma; gire it a borlesqae sound in oui lanfuttge. 
I cannot detennine upon ^ whole how well I have 
aacceeded in the DBnelalian, neither do I think our 
English piDper to eipreu ench vicdence of passion, 
which is very aeldom tett amoagst us. We WBnt 
also those compoond words which are very frequent 
and strong in the Turkish lan^age. 

You see I am pretty fai gone in Oriental learning ; 
and, to say tmth, I study veiy hard. I wish my 
studies may give me an occBmon of entertaining 
your curiosity, which will be the utmost advantage 
hoped Sor &om them by, 

Yours, &t. 



TO MRB. $.€••: 

Adrianople, April 1, O. 6. 
In my opinion, dear E. I ought rather to quarrel 
with you for not answering my Nimeguen letter of 
August till December, than to excuse my not writing 
-again till now. I am sure there is oa my aide a 
very good excuse for silence, having gone such tire- 
some land journeys, though I do not find the condii- 
nCD of them so bad a^ yoa eeem to im^ine. I am 
■rery euj here, and not in tlie solitude jou &mc^ ine. 
The great number of Graekt, ¥160(41, 'En^osV, lav.*- 
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ks the term they give it. There is & set of old women 
who make it their bnsiDeu lo perfium the operation 
every autumn, in the month of September, when the 
great heat ii abated. People lend to one another to 
know if any of their fcmily has a mind to hare the 
unall-poi : they make partiei for this purpose, and 
iphen they are met (comiDonly 6(teea or sixteen to- 
gether), the old woman comes with a nutahell Ibll of 
the natter of the best sort of Bmsll-poi, and asks 
what lem yon please to have opened. She imne- 
medialely lipa ofna that you offer to her with a large 
needle (which prat you no more pain than a common 
Kratch), aod puts into the vein as mnch matter as 
•an lie upon the head of her needle, and after tliat 
•nde up the little wound with a hollow bit of shell ; 
nd in this manner opens lour oi Eve veins. The 
redans have commosly the inperstitian of opening 
le in the middle of the iorBhead, one in each arm, 
d <H>e on the breast, to mark the sign of the ooss ; 
I this has a very iti effect, all these wounds leaving 
le scars, and is not done by Chose that are not 
erstitioua, who choose to have them in the legs, 
hat part of the arm that is concealed. The chil- 
' or young patients play togetiiet all the rest of 
'ay, and are in perfect health to the edghth. Then 
srer begins to seiie them, and they keep their 
two days, veiy seldom three. Th^ hare very 
aboie twenty or thirty in their faces, whi^ 
mark : and in eight days' time they are as well 
ne their illness. Where they are wounded, 
■emain running sores during the distemper, 
I do not doubt is a great relief to it. &m^ 
vsBod) imdergo this opeiMion-, and t^'f Texuillti 




•Miified of tba Ntay cf Ok • 
trad to tiy it w My dwr UtO* mm, 
1 un patriot «m^ Id tda p^ta U Uh 



■bout it, if I know ny CM «f dMM ^M I tho^ 
v<riu« «uMgh to datttty nA « nwiijihulilii b 
nf llKiTr«T«Miefb(tlwpMd«f nMddnd, Ba 
diaiiniipn ia too benrfciil to th«H not M a^ 
nil Ihi'ir TaMDtmtBt tlw btt^ wi^ (bt d 
uudcrMko to put an end to tt. Pa^a,ff I li 
rrtum, 1 may, howem, ha*« caanga to ww 
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TO HBS. TRISTLETHWJiyTS. 

Adiluupla, Aprll.l, O. S, IT 
1 fjiH now tell deai Mn. TUrtletlnraTta that ] 
Hfsly aniTed at ths and of my Tory Icmg joom^ 
will not tlie yoa with tha account of llu mxaj &ti 
I haTB BuSfirBd. You would axbm be infant 
the Btrenge tlunga that are lo be bboi hers ; ai 
leciBr out of Toricay that ha* nothing eztnotdi 
ia it would be w gnat a diaappmntnent a» my via 
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iiUl receive at Loadim. if I return tHther without auy 
rarities to ihow them. 

What shall I tell ^on of 1 — Yoa never saw CBmels 
in jour life; and periiapa the description of them will 
^peat new to you : I can assure you the first sight 
(^ tbem WW so to me ; and though I have seen hun- 
dreds of pictures of tboee luiiniiiln, I ueTer saw sny 
that was resembling euoagh to give a tnie idea of 
them. I am going to make a bold obserration, and 
possiblj a false one, because nobody has ever made 
it before me ; but I do take them to be of the stag 
kind ; their 1^, bodies, and necks ere eiactlj shaped 
like them, and their colour Tery near the same. It 
ia tnie, (hey are much larger, being a great deal higher 
than a horse ; and so avrifC, that, after the defeat of 
Feterwaradin, ^ley far outran the swiftest horses, 
and brought die first news of the loss of the battle to 
Belgrade. They are never thoroughly tamed ; the 
drivers take care to tie them one to snoCher with 
strong ropee, fifty in a string, led by an kbh, en which 
the driver lidea. ' 1 have seen tliree hundred in one 
caravan. They csiry the third part mere than any 
horse ; but it is a particulsi art to load them, because 
of the bunch on their backs. They seem to me very 
ugly creatures ; their heads being ill formed, and dis- 
proportioned to their bodies. They carry all the 
burdens ; and the beasts destined to the plough are 
bufialoes, an animal you are also unacquainted vrith. 
They aie larger and more clumsy than an oi ; they 
have ehoit thick black horns, close to their heads, 
which grow turning backwards. They say, this horn 
looks very besutifal when it is well poUshed, Tto'j 
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are all black, with veiy Hhoit hur on their {ndei 
liare extremely little white ejet, that Biske 
look like derili. The coaotry people dye thedi 
and tlie liaii of theii tbrehead red, by my of 

Morees are not pat hero to «ny Inborioua worl 
ue they at nil fit foe it. They ub beautiful an 
of ipirit, bat generally hitle, and not Rrong, i 
breed of colder countries : very gentle, haweiei. 
eJ) their vivacity, and also sWift and mre-foote 
hate u little white farooriCe tliat 1 would ool 
with on any temiB : be pnmcea under me wi 
much fire, yoii would think that I had B great d 
courasp 10 date to mount bim ; yet, I will aagori 
1 never rid a borae bo inocb at my command: 
life, niy sidesaddle is the first that was evei 
in tliia jiEirt a! the world, and if gated at wi 
much wnndcr as the ship of Columbus in Ibt 
disciiyery of America. Here ore some tittle 
held jii a sort of lehgious rererence, and foi 
reason they multiply prodigiously : turtles, o 
account of their innocence ; and storks, becaust 
are supposed to make every winter the pilgrimi 
Blecca. To aay truth, they are the happiest su 
under the Turkish government, and are BO sens! 
tlieir privilegPB, that they walk the streets wi 
fear, and generally build in the low parts ot h( 
Hajipy are those whose houses are so disiiagui 
iis tLe vulgar Turks are perfectly persuaded thai 
nill not lie that year attacked either by £re or 
lenL:e. 1 have tJie happiness of one of theii s 
nesta under my chamber window. 
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Now I tm talking of my chambei, 1 mneitibei the 
deacriptioii of the houses ben will b« u new to you 
as my of the tdids in beasts. I suppose yon have 
lead, in most of our accounts of Turkey, that tlie 
hooses are tlie most miseitiUe pieces of building in 
tbe world. I cm speak rei; learaedly on ibat sub- 
ject, hariog been in so many of them ; and I asBiire 
yoa it is no sucb tbing. We are now lodged in a 
pslaCB belonginf to tbe gnnd-Bignior. I really think 
the mamiei of building here Tery agreeable, and proper 
for the country. It is tiue they are not all aobcitoua 
to beautify tbe outeidea of tfaeii bouaea, and the; are 
generally built of wood, ivhich I own is the cause of 
many iuconveniencea ; but this is not to be chafed 
oa die ill taste of the people, but oa the (^preasioii 
of the goretument. Every house at the death of its 
master il at the grand-sigiuor*s disposal ; and there- 
fore DO man cares to make a great expense, which 
he is not sure his family will be tbe better for*. All 
their design is to build a bouse commodionB, and that 
will huR tbur liTesj and they are reijr iodi&rent if 
it &lls down tbe year after. 

Eieiy bouse, great and small, is divided into two 
distinct parte, wbich only join together by a dutow 
passi^. The Gist house bas a lai^ court before it, 
and open galleries all round it, wbich is to me a thing 
very agreeaUe. This gallery leads to all tbe cham- 
bers ; which are commonly large, and with two rows 
of windows, the first being of painted glass: they 
' seldom build abore two stories, each of wbich has 

• If U be not put into "TicAf;" (hu It, KantwA \a »iia« 
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^'.alleries. The stain are broad, and not often abore 
thirty steps. This is the house belonging to the tordi 
and the adjoining one is called the haram, that iB, 
the ladies' apartment (for the name of ttrmglio is 
peculiar to the grand-signior) ; it has also a gallery 
running round it towards the garden, to .which all 
die windows are turned, and the same number of 
chambers as the other, but more gay and splendid, 
botli in painting and furniture. The second row of 
windows is very low, with grates like those of con- 
vents : the rooms are all spread with Persian carpets, 
and raised at one end of them (my chambers are 
raised at both ends) about two feet. This is the sofa, 
which is laid with a richer sort of carpet, and all 
round 'it a sort of couch, raised half a foot, covered 
with rich silk, according to the fancy or magnificence 
of the owner. Mine is of scarlet cloth, with a gold 
fiinge ; round about this are placed, standing against 
the wall, tWo rows of cushions, the first very large, 
and the next little ones ; and here the Turks display 
their greatest magnificence. They are generally bro- 
(•ade, or embroidery of gold wire upon white satin : 
notliing can look more gay and splendid. These seats 
are also so convenient and easy, that I believe I shall 
never endure chairs as long as I live. The rooms are 
low, which I think no fault, and the ceiling is always 
of wood, generally inlaid or painted with flowers. 
They open in many places with folding doors, and 
servo for cabinets, I think, more conveniently than 
ours. Between the windows are little arches to set 
pots of perfume, or baskets of flowers. But what 
pleases me best, is the fashion of having marble foun- 
tains in the lower part of the room, which throw up 
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M*enl ipooU of mter, gning at the same tune an 
agreeable coolneaa, and a pleaiuuit daghing souDd, 
hniug from one bamn to another. Some of theae are 
TBiy magnificflnt. Each house has a bagnio, which 
omaiatB generally in two or three little rooms, leaded 
on the top, paved with marble, with banns, cocks of 
water, and all amTeoiencea foi either hot or cold 



Yoa will, perh^w, be sorpriwd at an accoW bo 
diflerent fnnn what joa have been aitertained with 
bj the anmnon Toyage wiiteta, who are very fond of 
■penking of what they do not know. It muat be under 
a Tery partLcular (liancter, or rai some eitnundinary 
occaaon, that a CbriatiBn is admitud into the house 
of a man of quality ; and tbeir Awddm are always 
fabndden ground. Thus they can only speak of the 
oollide, i^ich makes no great appearance ; and the 
women's apaitmenta are always built backward, re- 
mored from sight, and hare no other prospect Ihnu 
the gardens, which are enclosed with very high walla. 
Thme are ome of oui paiteties in themi but they 
Hie planted with high ireee, which give an agreeable 
ahnde, and, (o my fancy, a- pleasing view. In the 
midst of the garden is the chioik, that is, a large 
groom, commonly beautified with a fine fountain in Che 
aidat of k. It is raised nine or ten steps, and eo- 
cloaed with gilded lattices, round which lines, jeesa- 
mines, and honeyaucklea make a sort of green wall. 
Large trees are planted round this place, which is 
the scene of their greatest pleasureg, and where the 
ladies spend most of tbeir honrs, employed by tbeit 
mono or embrrndoy. In the pabHc gardens Che;e 
are public chiotti, wtere people go tliM, aie ■tti'. «i 



weH accommofiitf^ &t home, and dri 
■lierbet, &.F. Neither are tlif; igno 
durable manner of buildiDg : tbeii mc 
freHIone, and lb? public Aaiuu, or : 
magniticeiil. man; of ibem taking up 
built lOoDd wiUi bhops, under atooe 
poor artifireia are lodged gratii. Th 
a mosque joining to tbem, and tbe bi 
is a most noble ball, capable of holdii 
bundled perBOoa, the court eEtnnne]' 
cloisterB round i(, that give it tbe air 
1 own I think it a more reaannoble j 
Iban tbe fbunding of convents. 

I think 1 baTo now told yon a grea 
If yon do not like my choice of aubjec 
joa wouJd baTe me write upon ; there 
deBirous to entertain yon than, deal 
thwayle. I 

Y 




TO THB COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Adriiuoplf, ApiU U, O. 6. im. 
I WROTi to you, dear sister, and to all my other £iig- 
lUh cDTieBpondents, hj the lut ship, and onl; hearea 
can tell when I shall have another opportunity of 
ooidiiig to yoa; but I cannot forbear to write again. 
■ though peihapB my letter may lie npon my hands 
these two months. To confess the tmlh, my head is 
M ftiil of my entertainment yealerday, that it is abso- 
lotelj necessaiy for my Own repose to give it some 
Taut. Without further preface I will begin my story. 
I wu invited to dine with the grand-TizieF'B Isdy*, 
and it was with a great deal of pleasure 1 prepared 
n^aelf for en eatertainment which wae never before 
given to any ChiiMdan. I thoaghc I should very little 
satisfy her carioeity (which 1 did not doubt wee a 
comiderable motive to the invitation) by going; in a 
dress she was used to see, and therefore dressed myself 
in the court habit of Vienna, which is much more 
nu^nificent than ours. However, I chose to go n- 
cvgnila, to aviud any disputes about ceremony, and 
wait in a Turkish c(»ch, only attended by my woman 
that held up my train, and the Greek lady who waa 
my interpretress. I was met at the court-door by 

• Tbiiwi 
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her blftck eunuch, who helped ms oat of the CM 
n-illi gTuBt respect, and conduclad me tlnongh lere 
rooms, where her she-ilaveB, finely dressed, wi 
ranged ou each side. In the innermoat I found I 
lady sitting ou her sofa, in a sable Test. She advanc 
to mput me, and presented ma half a dozen of I 
frieuJs nith great ciiility. She seamed a Tery go 
looking womaD, near fifty years old. I iraa surpria 
tu oluerve so little magnificence in her house, t 
futnitiire being all very moderate, and, eicept I 
habits and number of her slaTes, nothing about I 
ajipeared eipenaiTe. She guessed at my though 
und told mc she was no longer of an ago to spi 
eitlier hei time or money in aupcifiuities ; that I 
whole uipense was in charity, and her whole empl 
meat praying to God. There was no afiectatioa 
this speech; both she and her husband are entii 
given up to deiotion. Ha never looks upon any otl 
woman ; and wliat is much more eitiaordiaary, loud 
uo bribes, notwithstanding the example of aJl hia p 
decessora. He is so scrupulooa on this pdnt, he woi 
not accept Mr. Wortley's present, till lie had bt 
assured over and over that it was a settled perquii 
of his place at the entrance of every ambassador. 
SliB entertained me with all kind of cirilitj 
dinner tamo in, which was served, one disli at & til 
to a vast number, all finely dressed after their m 
ner, wbich I do not think so bad as you have perhj 
heard it represeoted. I amavery goodjudge of th 
eating, having lived three weeks in the house of 
effendi at Belgrade, who gave us very magnifict 
<linQeEs, dressed bj his own cooks. The first we 
they pleased me eilremely ; but, I own, I ibea beg 
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to gnwweaiyoftlieurtable, auddeBiredoutowii cook 
miglit add a diA or two aftei our manner. Bui I 
attnbDte thii to coslom, and am lei; much indined 
to betiere that nn Indian, who had never taaled of 
eitlker, would piefei their cookery to onTB. Their 
Mocea are very bigh, all the rout very much done. 
They use a great deal of THiy rich apice. llie soup 
ii aerred for the last dish; and they have at least as 
great a vaiie^ of ngDota as we baje. I wsa Tery 
aoRy I could not eat of as many as the good lady 
wocild haTe had me, who was very eaniest in seiriog 
me of every thing. The treat concluded with coffee 
and perfumes, which is a high maik of reelect ; two 
slaves kneeling cauad my hair, clothes, and bandkei- 
cfaief. After this ceremony, she commaoded her 
daves to play and dance, which they did with their 
gnitara in their hands, and she excused to me their 
want of skill, saying she 4oak no care to accomplish 
them in that arL 

I relomed her thanks, and Boon after took my leave. 
I was conducted bsck in the same manner I entered, 
and would have gone Btiaight to my own housa ; bat 
the Creek lady with me earnestly solicited me to visit 
the kifAt/ai* lady, Baying, he was the second officer 
in the empire, and ought indeed to be looked upon aa 
■he first, the grand-vizier having only the name, while 
te eieicised the authority. I had found bo little di- 
cirsion in the vizier's Haront, that I had no mind to 



KjluiA llMIauaal. Tfat depot; Id Ika grwd-vizler. 
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gkniouBly beuilifnli nor can I recollect a face Uiat 
would have been taken ootlce of near ban. She 
stood i^ to receive me, ealatiiig me after (heir faahion, 
puttii^ her hand to her heart with a aweetnraa full of 
m^eety, that no court breeding could ever give. She 
wdered cushions to be given me, and took caie to 
place me in the comer, which is the place of hoooui. 
I coofess, though the Giedi lady had before given me 
a gTMt opuuai of her beauty, I was so struck with 
admiration, that I could not for some time Bpesk to 
her, being wholly taken up in gazing. That surpriaiitg 
haimony of features I that chaimiug result of the 
whole ! tliat exact proportion of body ! that lovely 
bleomof compleiioa,'UnBullied b; ait! the unutter- 
able enchantment of her smile !— But her eyea ! — 
laxge and black, with all the Boft languighment of the 
blue 1 every turn of her face discovering some new 
grace. 

After my first surprise was over I endeavoured, by 
nicely examining her face, to find out some imperfec 
tion, without any fruit of my search, but my being 
deaily conviDced of the error of that vulgar notion, 
that a &ce eiltctly proportioDed, and perfectly beauti- 
ful, would not be agreeable ; nature having done for 
ber, with more success, what Apellea is s^ to have 
MMyed, by b collection of the most exact features. 
to form B perfect face. Add to all thia, a behaviour 
«o full of grace and sweetness, such easy motions, 
with an air so majestic, yet free from stifhiess or 
affectation, that I am persuaded, could she be sud- 
denly transported upon the most polite throne of Ed- 
rope, nobody would think her Other than bam and 
bred to be a queen, though educated in. t, coun.U'j 'vb 
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call barbtrouA. To say all in a word, oar i 
brated Englisli beauties would Taniah near 1 

She was dressed in a oo/ltfn of gold bcoc 
ered with silrer, yeiy well fitted to her al 
showing to admiratifln the beantj of her bo 
shaded by the thin gauxe of her shift. Hei 
were pale pink, her waistcoat green and s 
slippers white satin, finely embroidered : 1 
arms adorned with bracelets of diamonda, 
broad girdle set roond with diamonds; npoo 
a rich Turkish handkerchief of pink and s 
own fine black hair hanging a great length i 
tresses, and on one side of her head some I; 
jewels. I am afraid you will accuse me o\ 
gance in this description. I think I hare » 
where that women always speak in rapture v 
speak of beauty, and I cannot imagine i 
should not be iJlowed to do so. I rather 
virtue to be able to admire without any n 
desire or envy. The gravest writers har 
with great warmth of some celebrated pid 
statues. The workmanship of Heaven cerl 
eels all our weak imitations, and, I think, hs 
better claim to our praise. For my part, I 
ashamed to own I took more pleasure in lo 
the beauteous Fatima, than the finest piece 
ture could have given me. 

She told me the two girls at her feet * 
daughters, though she appeared too young ti 
mother. Her fair maids were ranged below 
to the number of twenty, and put me in mil 
pictures of the ancient nymphs. I did not 
nature could have furnished such a scene o 



Slie mada tham a ugn to play and dance. Four of 
them immediatel; beguk to play oonia Boft aiit on 
in^rumeDU between a Inte and a guitar, whicli they 
accompanied with th^ ToiceB, while the otheis danced 
by tuToi. This dance was very different &om ivhat 
I had seen before. Nothing could be more artlol, or 
more proper to rsiae ctrtaui idtai. The tunes so 
soFt !-.— the motions ho languishing f — -accompanied 
nilh pauses and dying eyes! balf-falling back, and 
then recovering tbemaelTes in so artful a manner, that 
I am very positiTe Uie coldest and most rigid prude 
spoQ eutb could not have looked upon them without 
thinking of tomtlAing not lo be tpoken of. I suppose 
you may have read that the Turks have no music 
but what is shockiDg to the ears ; but this account is 
flrom those who never heard any but what is played 
in the streets, and is just as reasonably as if a fo- 
reigner should take his ideas of English music ftom 
the bladdtr and string, or the narrav-ioiKS and 
oltBMrs. I can assure jou that the music is ex- 
tremely pathetic ; it is true I un inclined to prefer 
the Italian, but, perhaps, I am putial. I am ac- 
quainted witb a Greek lady who sings better than 
Mrs. Robinson, and is ver; well skilled in both, who 
gives the preference to the Turkish. It is certain 
they have very fine natural voices ; these were very 
•greeable. When the dance was over, four fair slaiea 
came into the room with silver censers in their bands, 
and perfumed the air with amber, aloes-wood, and 
()tber scents. After this they served me coffee upon 
their knees in the finest japan china, with nmampi of 
ailver, gilt. The lovely Fatima enteitained me all 
thiswhilein the most polite agreeeblBinami«t,<:»!^\'a'^ 
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me often Oasil mllaiiun, or ths beaut 
itosiriu^ my friendship with the bei 
wutlil, lameating tliat slie couJd not 
my own languiige. 

When 1 Uh^ my leave, two mail 
fine Milvei basket of embroidered han< 
begged 1 would wear the richesi to: 
gate the othen to my woman and ii 
retired through the rame ceremoniea 
could not helji thinking I bad been-io 
liomet'a patadiee. m much waa I chai 
I had seen. I know not bow the relaCi 
to you. I wish it may give you part i 
for 1 would hive my dear eiatei ahue 
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TO THE ABBOT •••. 

AdrluK^le, Hiy IT, O. S. 
1 <K gmitg to lesTB Adiianople, mud. I irould not da 
it wililout giring you eonie accounC of all that is curi- 
ous in it, nbicii I bare taken a great deal of paina to 



I will not trouble yon with v 
whether 01 no tbiB ii the simie ci^ that wu andently 
called Orenedt or Oreete, which yo« know better 
dun I do. It is DOW called from the Emperor Adrian, 
(Htd was the first Europeaji leat of the Turideh empire, 
and has been the favourite reiidence of many Sultans. 
Mabotoet the fourth, and MusCspba, the brother of 
the leigoing empeivr, were «o fond of it that they 
wholly abandoned ConMantinople ; which humour bo 
&r axaaperated the janizaries, that it wai a connder- 
able motive to the lebeUions that depoaed them : jet 
(Ida man laema to love to keep his couit here. I caii 
give yi»i no leasoa for this paitialitf. It ia tnie tbe 
ntu*tion ii fine, and the country all roond very 
beantifiil ; bnt the aii ia extremely blid, and tbe ae- 
n^io itself ia not free from the ill effect of it. The 
town ia aatd to be ei^t milea in compass, I suppose 
thoy reckon ia tbe gardens. There are some good 
houses in it, I mean lai^e ones; for the architecture 
of th^ palaces never makes any great ahow. It is 
now ve^ fall of people ; but they ua mMK ol 'toia 
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Niich as follow the cofurt or camp ; and wliea they ne 
roniOYod, I am told it is no populous city. The riTer 
Marit/a (anciently the Hebrus), on which it is situ- 
ated, is dried up every summer, which contribateB 
vi*ry much to make it unwholesome. It is now a very 
pleasant stream: there are two noble bridges boilt 
<»ver it. 

I liad the curiosity to go to see the Exchange in 
my I'lirkish dress, which is disguise sufficient : yet I 
()>vn 1 was not very easy when I saw it crowded with 
jiiui/aries ; but they dare not be rude to a wimian, 
and made way for me with as much respect as if 1 
Iiad been in my own figure. It is half a mile in 
Icii^h, tlie roof arched, and kept extremely neat. It 
holds three hundred and sixty-five shops, furnished 
with all sorts of rich goods, exposed to sale in the 
same manner as at the New Exchange * in London : 
but the pavement is kept much neater ; and the shops 
aiH all BO clean, they seem just new painted. Idle 
people of all sorts walk here for their diversion, or 
amuse themselves with drinking coffee, or sherbet, 
whicli is cried about as oranges and sweetmeats are 
in our playhouses. 

1 observed most of the rich tradesmen were Jews. 
That people are in incredible power in this countiy : 
they have many privileges above all the natural Tuiis 
theiiLselvcs, and have formed a very considerable 
coinmouwealth here, being judged by their own laws. 
They have drawn the whole trade of the empire into 
their hands, partly by the firm union among them- 

* T\\e New Exchange, now taken down, formerly stood In 
Uii- JSiraud, oppuiUe Bcdford-ftrect. 
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bsItm, and ptMly bj Ihs idle tempei and wont of iii- 
dnaby in the Torks. Every psshfi baa his Jew, who 
is hia ianiM d" afairtt ; be is let into ali hia secrets, 
Mnd does all his business. No bargain ia made, no 
bribe received, no nkerchandise disposed of, bat what 
panel through theii hands : tbej are the physicians, 
the stewards, and the interpreters, of aU the great 

Voa may judge how advantageous this is to a people 
vrho Derer fail to make use of the smallest advantage!!. 
They have found the secret of iriaking themselves so 
neceuacy, that they are certain of Che protection of 
tbe court, whatever ministry is in power. Even the 
English, French and Italian merchants, who are sen- 
rible of their artifices, are, however, forced to tmsc 
their affiurs to thur negotiatioD, nothing of trade 
being managed without them, and the meanest among 
tbem being too important to be disobliged, unce tbe 
whole body take caie of his interests with as much 
vigour as they would those of the most considei^le 
of their members. There are many of them vastly 
rich, bat take care to make litUe pubhc show of it ; 
though they live in their houses in the utmost luxury 
and magnificence. — This copioua subject has drawn 
me from my description of the exchange, founded by 
AH Paah£, whose name it bears. Near it is tbe 
tekartshi, a street of a mile in length, full of shops of 
all kinds of fine merchandise, but excessively dear, 
nothing being made here. It is covered on the top 
Kith boards, to keep out the rain, that mercbaots may 
meet conveniently in all weatheia. The biiaitt<i, near 
it, is another excbai^, built upon pillars, where &i,t. 
•ut* of hon^unutiue are sold; g&t«tui^Bve>r]^'\ve\'& 
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with gold, rich embroidery, and jewels, it makes it i 
very agreeable show. 

From this place I went, in my Turkish coach, to 
the camp, which is to move in a few days to the 
frontiers. The saltan is abready gone to his tents, 
and all his court; the appearance of them is, iodsed, 
very magnificent* Those of the great men are rather 
like palaces than tents, taking up a great compass of 
^ound, and being divided into a vast nmnber of 
apartments. They are all of green, and the padidt 
of three taila have those ensigns of their power placed 
in a very conspicuous manner before their tents, 
which are adorned on the top with gilded balk, 
more or less, according to their different ranks. The 
ladies go in coaches to see the camp, as eagerly as 
ours did to that of Hyde Park ; but it is very easy 
to observe, that the soldiers do not begin the camr 
paign with any great cheerfulness. The wtn is a 
general grievance upon the people, but particularly 
hard upon the tradesmen, now that the grand-signior 
is resolved to lead his army in person. Every com- 
pany of them is obliged, upon this occasion, to make 
a present according to their ability. 

I took the pains of rising at six in the morning to 
see the ceiemony, which did not, however, begin tUI 
eight The grand-signior was at the seraglio window, 
to see the procession which passed through the prin- 
cipal streets. It was preceded by an effendi, mounted 
on a camel, richly furnished, reading aloud the Alco- 
ran, finely bound, laid upon a cushion. He wiis sur- 
rounded by a parcel of boys, in white, singing some 
verses of it, followed by a man dressed in green 
boughs, representing a clean husbandman sowing 
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Sped. After him MTetHl renpen, with garluide of 
esTB of com, as Ceres ii pictured, with Bc^rthes in 
IbeiF huids, gesming to mow. Then > littfa mBcbine 
drawn bj oxen, in which was n windmill, and boys 
employed in grinding Ntm, followed by mother nw- 
chine, dMwn h; bufiUoaa, csnying an oren, and two 
more bojB, me employed in kneading bread, and 
mother in drawing it out of the oral. Theie boys 
threw liuJe cakes on both aides among th« crowd, 
and were fallowed by the whole compaaj of bakers, 
marching on foot, two by two, in Ibeii beet clochea, 
with cakes, loaves, pasties, and pica of all sorts, on 
their heads, and after them two buSbons or jackpod- 
dings, with their focei and clothes smeaied with 
meid, who diverted the nuA with their antic ges- 
totes. In the same manner fallowed all the com- 
panies of trade in the empire ; the noUer sort, such 
M jewellers, mercers, tec finely momited, and many 
of the pageants that represent their trades, perfectly 
munificent ; among which, that of the furriers made 
one of the best Gguiea, being a very large macMne. 
ast round with the skina of ermines, foies, &c. so 
well stuffed, that the animal seemed to be alive, and 
followed by mueic and dancers. I believe there were 
upon the whole twenty thousand'men all ready to 
follow bis highness it he commanded them. The 
rear was closed by the volunteers, who came to beg 
the honour of dying in his service. This part of the 
■how seemed to me so barbuous, that I removed 
from the window upon the first appearance of it. 
They were all naked to the middle. Some had their 
snDs jneiced through with arrows left stickiDf^ va. 
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I<nic order, finely polished, and (rf terj Hvelj co- 
lovn : tbe whole paTament is of white nsible, and 
the roof of the cloisten divided into aererai capo)B8 
<» domes, headed with ^t balls on ibe top. In the 
midM of each court Bie^e fountainfl of whits marble; 
Mid before the Great gate of the mosqQe, ^ portico, 
with green msrUe jfiUars, which has five gates, the 
bodj of the HtoBque being one prodigioos dMne. 

I nnderstBud bo little of aichitectore, I dare not 
pretend to spealc of Che proportiona. It seemed to 
Mie verj' regular : this I am sme of, it i> TnstI; high, 
and 1 thought it the noblest building 1 erer bow. It 
has two rows of martde galleries on pillars, with 
iQarhte ' bnloflterB : the paremest is also marble, co- 
Tcned with Persian carpets. In m; opinion, it is a 
great addition to its beauty, that it ia not divided 
into pews, and incombered with forms and benches 
like our churches ; nor the pillara (which are moat 
Of them led and white marble) diafi|;ured by the 
little uwdry images and pictures, that give Roman 
Catholic eboTches the tor of toyshops. The walls 
ieemed to be inlud with snch very lively coloura, in 
small flowers, that I could not imagine what slonea 
had been made use of: hot going nearer, I saw they 
were crusted with japan china, which has a very 
bemtifnl effect. In the midst hong a vast lamp of 
■ihrer, gilt; besides which, I do v^y believe, there 
were at least two tbooaand of a leaser sizo. This 
most look veiy glorious when they are all hghted ; 
but being at night no wranen are suffered to enter. 
Under the lai^ lamp is a great pulpit of carved 
wood, gilt; and just by, a fountain to wash, wMcli, 
y«a know, ia an essential part ot dimt Aioto^usc. \ti 
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one comer b a Uttle gallery, endoeed with gUded 
lattices, for the gnaid-sigxiior. At the upper end| 
a large niche, very like an altar, raised two steps, 
covered with gold brocade, and, standing before it, 
two silver gilt candlesticks, the height of a man, and 
in them white wax candles, as thick as a man's waist 
The outside of the mosque is adorned with towe^ 
vastly high, gilt on the top, from whence the imamu 
call the ]>eople fb nrayers. I had the curiosity to 
go up one of them, which is contrived so artfully, as 
to give surprise to all that see it. There is but (me 
door, which leads to three different staircases, going 
to the three different stories of the tower, in such a 
manner, that the three priests may ascend, rounding, 
without ever meeting each other; a contrivance very 
much admired. 

Behind the mosque is an exchange full of shops, 
^vhere poor artificers are lodged gratis, I saw several 
dervises at their prayers here : they are dressed in a 
plain piece of woollen, with their an^s bare, and a 
w^oollen cap on their heads, like a high-crowned hat 
witJtu)ut brims. I went to see some other mosques, 
built much after the same manner, but not comparable 
in point of magnificence to this I haye described, 
wiiich is infinitely beyond any church in Germany 
or England; I will not talk of other countries I have 
not seen. The seraglio does not seem a very mag- 
nificent palace: but the gardens are very large, plen- 
tifully supplied vrith water, and full of trees; which 
is all I know of them, having never been in them. 

1 tell you nothing of the order of Mr. Wortley's 
entry, and his audience. These things are always 
Ihe same, and have been so often described, I will 
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not trouble jrou with the repetition. The young 
prioce about eleven jean old, sits near hu fctbet 
niien ha givee audience : he is a handsome boy, but 
probably will- ikot immediately succeed the aultan, 
there being two scoie of Sultan Muitapha (his eldest 
brother) renuuning; the eldest about twenty years 
old, OQ whom the hopes of the people nre filed. 
Thia- leign haa been bloody and avaticioua. I am 
apt to belieTe, they aie 'Tory impatient (o see llie 

I am, ail, youn, &c. &f. 

P; S. 1 will write to yon agun from Conatantinople. 



TO THE ABBOT • • •. 

CanilutlnDpIC, Uay N, O. S. 1717. 
I BAvB had the advantage of leiy fine weather alt 
my journey; and,Ba the summer is now in its beauty, 
I enjoyed the pleasure of fine prospects; and the 
meadows being full of all sorts of garden flowers, 
and iweet herbs, my berlin perfumed the air as it 
pressed them. The grand^signioT furnished us with 
tlurty covered waggons for our baggage, and Uve 
coaches of the country for my women. We found 
the load full of the great spahis and their equipages 
coming out of Asia to the war. They always travel 
with tents ; but 1 chose to lie in houaea all tha 
way. 
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I will not trouble yoa with the nttiM of tte lA- 
lages we passed, in which there wts ^Mrthiiig re* 
inarkabie but at Tchiorl6, where there was a mmk, 
or little seraglio, built for the use of the grand sig- 
iiior when he goes this road. I had the curiosity to 
view all the apartments destined for the ladies of his 
c:ourL They were in the midst of a thick grove of 
trees, made fresh by fountains; but I was most soi- 
prised to see the walls almost covered with Uttle 
distichs of Turkish verse, written with pencils. I 
made my interpreter explain them to me, and I 
found several of them very well turned; though I 
easily believed him, that they had lost much of their 
beauty in the translation. One was literally thus in 
Kugiish : 

Wo conic into this world ; we lodge, and we depart ; 
He never goes that's lodged within my heart. 

1'he rest of our journey was through fine painted 
meadows, by the side of the sea of Marmora, the 
ancient Propontis. We lay the next night at Selivica, 
anciently a noble town. It is now a good seaport, 
and neatly built enough, and has a bridge of thirty- 
two arches. Here is a famous Greek church. I 
had given one of my coaches to a Greek lady, who 
desired the conveniency of travelling with me : she 
designed to pay her devotions, and I was glad of 
the opportunity of going with her. I found it an ill 
built edifice, set out with the same sort of ornaments, 
but less rich, as the Roman Catholic churches. They 
showed me a sainfs body, where I threw a piece of 
money, and a picture of the Virgin Mary, drawn by 
the hand of St. Luke, very little to the credit of his 
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palating ; but, bowBTBT, thS finest Madonns of Tuly 
ia not more funooa for hei miracles. The Greeks 
bare a mdnstroua tast« ia Iheir pictures, vrhkh. fbi 
mOTe Sneiy, am alirajrs drawn npon a gold ground. 
Yoa may unsgine what a good air this has ; bat they 
hare niMiotion ettber of shade or proportion. They 
have a bishop here, irbo offidoted. in his purple 
nAb, and sent me a candle, almost as big as myself 
lor a prasent, when 1 was at my lodging. 

Wb lay that night at a town called Bnjuk Check- 
m^ji, oi Great Bridge ; and the night follDwiug, at 
Kujuk Checkmedji, or little Bridge ; in a very plea- 
smt lodging, feimerly a moaBaleiy of dervises, haTing 
before it a large court, encompassed with tDsible 
cloisters, with a good ftnmtain in the middle. The 
prospect from this place, and the gardens rotmd it, 
is the most agreeable 1 have seen ; and shows, that 
monks of all religtona know bow fo choose their 
retirsmeDts. It ia now belonging to a togia or 
BcboolmasCer, who teaches boys here. I asked him 
to show me bis own apartment, and was surprised 
to see him point to a tall cypresa tree in the garden. 
on the ti^ of which was a place for a bed for himself, 
and a little lower, one for his wile and two children. 
who slept there erery night. I was so much di- 
Texted with the ^cy, I resolved to examine his neat 
nearer ; bat alter gidng up fifty steps, 1 found I had 
still fif^ to go up, and then I must climb htaa 
branch to branch, with some barard of my neck. 
I thought it, therefore, tbe best way to come down 

We arrived the next day at Constantinople ; but 
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I can yet tell yoa very little of it, all my time banng 
been taken up with receiTing -visits, which axe, at 
least, a very good entertainment to the eyes, the 
young women being all beauties, and their beanty 
highly improved by the high taste of their dress. 
Our palace is in Pera, which is no more a sabub 
of Constantinople, than Westminster is a subnxb to 
London. All ihe ambassadors are lodged yexy near 
each other. One part of our house shows us the 
port, the dty, the seraglio, and the distant hiUs of 
Asia ; perhaps, all together, the most beautiful plo»- 
pect in the world. 

A certain French author says, Constantinople it 
twice as big as Paris. Mr. Wortley is unwilling to 
own it is bigger than London, though I confess it 
appears to me to be so ; but I do not believe it is so 
populous. The burying-fields about it are certainly 
much larger than the whole city. It is surpriang 
what a vast deal of land is lost this way in Turkey. 
Sometimes I have seen burying-places of several 
miles, belonging to very inconsiderable villages, which 
were formerly great towns, and retain no other mark 
of their ancient grandeur than this dismal one. On 
no occasion do they ever remove a stone that serves 
for a monument. Some of them are costly enough, 
being of very fine marble. They set up a pillar, 
with a carved turban on the top of it, to the memory 
of a man; and as the turbans, by their different 
shapes, show the quality or profession, it is in a 
manner putting up the arms of the deceased; be- 
sides, the pillar commonly bears an inscription ia 
, gold letters. The ladies have a simple pillar, with- 
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vat other omunenl, aicepC tlioee that die oomanied, 
whohne a roee on the top of their mcanuneiit. ^The 
. MpuIchjeB of particular femilies are railed in, and 
planted round with tree;. Those of the aultSLS, and 
■erne great men, have lamps ccnutantly bunung in 

When I ipoke of IheiT religion, I forgot to mention 
two paiticiiIaiitieB, one of which I haTs read of, but 
it leemed so odd to me, 1 could not belieie it ; yet 
it is certain]; tme : that when a man has divorced 
loB wife in the moat lolemn maimer, ho can take hei 
again i^Kln no other terms than pennitdng. another 
man to paes a night with her ; and there are eame 
examples of (hose who hare lubmitted to this la?, 
rather than not have back their beloved. The othei 
piHnt of doctrine is, very eitraordinaiy ; any woman 
that dies unmarried ia looked upon to die in a state 
of leprobation. To confirm this belief, they reason, 
that the end of the creatian of women is to increase 
andmolcipty; and that she is only prqierly employed 
in the works of her calling when she is bringing forth 
children, or taking care of them, whioh are all the 
virtues that God eipects from her : and, indeed, their 
way of life, which shuts them out of all pubUc com- 
merce, does not permit them sny other. Our vulgar 
notion,. that they do not own women to have any 
. souls, ia a mistake : it is true, they say they ar« not 
of so elevated a kind, and therefore must not hope to . 
be admitted into the paradise appointed for the men, 
who are to be entertained by celestial beauties. Bat 
there is a place of happiaess destined for souls of the 
inferior, order, where all good women are to be in 
(Mernal, bliss. Many of them are verj sav^smuloa^u. 
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and will not renuun widows tan daji, tat ter of d}fiig 
in the reprobate state of a naeless cceatars. Bit 
those tliat liko their liberty, and are not slaves to 
tlieir religion, content theniaelTes with marrying whea 
tliey are afraid of dying. This is a piece of thedogj 
vcr>' different from that which teaches nothing to be 
more acceptable to God than a vow of perpetoal rir- 
•rinity : which divinity is most rational, I leave job 
to determine. 

1 have already made some progress in a coUecdoa 
of Greek medals. Here are several professed anti* 
(luaries who are ready to serve any body that desires 
them. But you cannot imagine how they stare in 
my face when I inquire about them, as if nobody was 
permitted to seek after medals till they were grown 
a piece of antiquity themselves. I have got some 
very valuable ones of the Macedonian kings, partica- 
larly one of Perseus, so lively, I foncy I can see all 
his ill qualities in his face. I have a porphyry head 
finely cut, of the true Greek sculpture; but who it 
represents is to be guessed at by the learned when I 
return. For you are not to suppose these antiquaries 
(who are all Greeks) know any tiling. Their trade 
is only to sell ; they have correspondents at Aleppo, 
Grand Cairo, in Arabia, and Palestine, who send 
them all they can find, and very often great heaps 
that are only fit to melt iato pans and kettles. They 
get the best price they can for them, without knowing 
those that are valuable from those that are not.- Those 
that pretend to skill generally find out the image of 
some saint in the medals of the Greek critics. One 
of them showing me the figure of a Pallas, with a 
victory in her hand on a reverse, assured me it was 
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the Viifin bolding b cntciSi. The aame man oBerpil 
me the head of a SociMas <Hk a audoDyi ; and to en- 
hance the Tslae, gare him tiie titJe of St. Angustiiie. 
I have bespoken a munmiy, which I hope will 
come rafb to my hands, natwithBtanding tlie misfor- 
tone that befell a very fine one, deaigiied for the King 
of Sweden. He gave a great piice for it, and the- 
Tuiki took it into their heads that he must hare 
■ome conaiderable projecl depending apon it. They 
bncied it the body of God knows who ; and that the 
Male of theii empire mystically depended on the con- 
eemtioa of it. Some old piophedes were Temem- 
bered apon thii occasion, and the mummy was com- 
mitted piisoner to the Seven Towers, where it has 
remained under clcwe confinement ever since ; 1 dare 
aot tcy my interest in so consideiBhle a point ss the 
lieleue of it ; but 1 hope mine will pass without ei- 



I can tell you nothing more at present of this 
famouBCity. - When I haie looked a Uttle ^wut me, 
yoa shall hear rirom me ^ain. I am, sir, 

Youn, &c. &c 
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XL. 
TO MR. POPE. 

Bdsnde ViUace, Jue 17, O. S. 1717. 

I iioPE before this time yoa hsre received two or 
three of my letters. I had yours bat ye st er dsy . 
though dated the Sd of Fdmuury, in i^iicfa yoo sup- 
pose me to be dead ami buried. I have already kt 
you know that I am still alire ; bat, to say trath, I 
look upon my present drcomstances to be exactly the 
same vrith those of departed spirits. 

The heats of Constantinople have driven me to this 
place, which perfectly answers the description of the 
Klysian fields. I am in the middle of a wood, ccn- 
bisting chiefly of frait trees, watered by a vast nnmber 
of fountains, famous for the excellency of their water, 
and divided into many shady walks, apon ahort grass, 
that seems to me artificial, but, I am assured* is the 
pure work of nature ; and within view of the Black 
Sea, from whence we perpetually enjoy the refresh- 
ment of cool breezes, that make us insensible of the 
heat of the summer. The village is only inhabited 
by the richest amongst the Christians, who meet 
every night at a fountain, forty paces from my house, 
to sing and dance. The beauty and dress of the 
women exactly resemble the ideas of the ancient 
nymphs, as they are given us by the representaticms 
of the poets and painters. But what persuades me 
more fully of my decease is the situation of my own 



UDY WONTAGD'f ttTtSM, 163 

miod, the pnrfoniid ignonDce I am in of what puaes 
among the tiving (which onlj'amealo me bjp chance), 
and the great <atmaeM nith which I receiie it. Yet 
I have atill shanheniig after my fiimd* and acquaint- 
ances left is the world, aecoiding to the mtborit; of 
that admirable author. 



Of whichsolsmn truth I am a dMdinBOnce. I think 
Tirgi] IB of the same opinion, th^t in human souIa 
there win Mill be some remaina of human paasionG. 

Cnne non ipm In mont teliDQiiiuil. 

And it is very necessary to make a perfect Elywum, 
that there ahould be a rivei Lethe, which I am not 
. so happy as to find. 

To say truth, 1 am sometiineH very weary of (he 
singing and dandng, and sunshine, and wish for the 
smoke and impertinendes in which you toil, though 
I endeaiouc to persuade myself that I live in a moie 
^reeable raiiety than you do; and that Monday, 
setting of partridges — Tuesday, reading English — 
Wednesday, studying in the Tmkish ItmgnBge (in 
which, by the way, I am already lery leBmed)— 
Thursday, classical authors— Friday, spent in writing 
— Saturday, at my needle— and Simday admitting of 
visits, and hearing of music, is a better way of dis- 
posing of the week, than Monday at the drawing-room 
— Tuesday, Lady Mohuu's — Wednesday, U the ai^i«. 
—Thursday, the plsy^— Friday, MiB.Clielvr^S a, it-i. 
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apeipetail Tound of heaiing the 
■eeiiig the flame follies acted qv« 
hen afiectmeno more than they 4 
pie. I can now hear of displeaam 
and without indignation. Therefi 
golf between yon and me codia a 
hither. I can neither be senaibljf 
nor grief, whoi I consider that po 
eithw is lemored before the letter c 
Bat (as I said before) this indolent 
to my few friendships; I am stUl - 
yours and Mr. CongieTe*8» and det 
remembrance, though dead to all ti 
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LADY M. W. MONTAGU'S 
LETTERS. 



int. POPE TO LjUIY MONTAGU. 



1 couu> quanel with you quite tbraugh this paper, 
upon a period in yoore, which bids me remember 
you if pouiblj I can. You would have Bhown more 
kjunrl^^ both of yourself and of me, had you bid 
me forget you if poiubly I could. When I do, may 
this ha^d (as the. Scripture says) fo^et Ha cunning, 
■ad this heart its — folly, I was going to lay — but I 
mean, its reason, and the most ritkonal sensatioii it 
ever had — that of your merit. 

The poetical manner in which yoa paint some of 
the scenes about you makes me despise my native 
coonDy, and sets me on fire to foil into the dance 
■bout your Ibantain in Belgrade village. I fancy 
myself, in my rranBiitic thoughts and distant ttdmiia- 
tJOD of you, not unlike the man in the Aicb^miti, 
that faaa a passion for the qoeea d ibeflinM-. \\a 



4 LADY MOHTAOO'fl 

dreaming of you in moooBhiny nights, ezacUy in liie 
posture of Endymion gaping for Cynthia in a picture; 
and with just such a surprise and rapture should I 
awake, if, after your long revolutions were accom- 
plished, you should at last come rolling back again, 
smiling with all that gentleness and serenity peculiar 
to the moon and you, and gilding the same mountains 
from which you first set out on your solemn melan- 
clioly journey. I am told that fortune (more just to 
us than your virtue) will restore the most predwis 
thing it ever robbed us of. Some think it will be the 
only equivalent the world affords for Pitt's diamond, 
so lately sent out of our country; which, after y<m 
were gone, was accounted the most valuable tlung 
here. Adieu to that toy ! let the costly bauble be 
hung about the neck of the baby king it belongs to, 
so Kngland does but recover that jewel which was 
the wish of all her sensible hearts, and the joy of all 
her discerning eyes. I can keep no measures in 
speaking of this subject. I see you already coming; 
I feel you as you draw nearer; my heart leaps at 
your arrival. Let us have you from the East, and 
the Sim is at her service. 

I write as if I were drunk ; the pleasure I take in 
thinking of your return transports me beyond the 
bounds of common sense and decency. Yet befieve 
me, madam, if there be any circumstance of chagria 
in the occasion of that return, if there be any public 
or private ill fortune that may give you a displeasure, 
I must still be ready to feel a part of it, notwith- 
standing the joy I now express. 

I have been mad enough to' make all the inquiry I 
could at what time you set out, and what route you 
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ware to t^e. If Italj run jet in your thooghts, 1 
hope you wiJl Me it in joai retuin. If I but knew 
jroa inteodad it, I would meet you there, and travel 
bafk with yon. I would fun behold the beat and 
brightest thing 1 know, in tbe scene of ancient liitue 
and gloiy : I would fain see how you look on the 
very ipot where Cuitiiu aiKrificed himgelf fbi his 
countiy i 4nd obserre what difference there would 
be in yow eyea when you ogled the statue of Julius 
Cxear, and Mucus AurelioH, Allow me but to Bueak 
after yoa in your train, to fill my pockets with coins, 
or to lug an old busto behind you, and 1 diall be proud 
beyond eipression. Let people think, if they will. 
that I did all this for the pleasure of treaduig on 
claaBic ground ; 1 would whispei ottm reasons in 
your eor. The joy of following; your footsteps would 
as MOD cany me to Mecca as to Rome ; and let me 
tell yon aa a friend, if yoo are really disposed to em- 
brace the Mahometan religion, I jrill By on pilgrimage 
with you thither, with as good a heart and as sound 
derotion IS ever Jetfery Rudel, the Provencal poet, 
went after the fine Countess of Tripoli to Jemsllem. 
If you never heard of this JeSery, I will assure you 
he deserves your acquaintance. He lived in oiu 
Riebaid the First's time; put on a pilgrim's weed, 
took his Toy^e, and when be got ashore was just 
npon. the point of eipiring. The Counteas of Tripoli 
came to the ^p. took him by the hand ; he Ufteil 
up his eyes, aaid he had been blessed with a dght of 
her, he was satisfied, and so departed this life. What 
did the Countess of Tripoli upon thia i She made him 
a splendid fiiseral ; hiult him a toioli <A ^tn^jECfc^ % 
pot his epitaph upon it in Airiiiii -jeiwi-, '^aii.'^B* 
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sonnets corioosly copied oat, and illumined ^v^i^ 
ten of gold ; was taken with melancholy anci. tan 
nun. All this, madam, you may depend upcv Jbr 
truth, and I send it to you in the yeiy woids of m) 
author. 

I do not expect all this should be ponctoally co- 
pied on either side, but methinks something Iflbs it 
is done already. The letters of gold, and the coriooB 
illumining of the sonnets, was not a greater token of 
respect than what I have paid to your eclogues : they 
lie enclosed in a monument of red Turkey, written in 
my fedrest hand ; the gilded leaves are opened with 
no less veneration than the pages of the Sibyls; like 
them, locked up and concealed from all profane eyes; 
none but my own have beheld these sacred remains 
of yourself; and I should think it as great a widted- 
ness to divulge them, as to scatter abroad the ashes 
of my ancestors. As for the rest, if I have not fol- 
lowed you to the ends of the earth, it is not my fiiolt: 
if I had, I might possibly have died as gloriously as 
Jeffery Rudel ; and if I had so died, you might pro- 
bably have done every thing for me that the Countess 
of Tripoli did, except turning nun. 

But since our romance is like to have a mora Ibr- 
timate conclusion, I desire'you to take another coune 
to express your favour towards me ; I mean by briog- 
ipg over the fair Circassian we used to talk oL I 
was serious in that request, and will prove it by pay- 
ing for her, if you will lay out my money so well i^ 
me. The thing shall be as secret as you please, and 
the lady made another half of me, that is, both my 
mistress and my servant, as I am both my own ser^ 
rant and my own master. "Bxil \ \>e% ^wl \o U»k 



ofteoar duo yoa ou lo <L> in yaai glut, in ordn to 
chooH me one X nay Hke. If ;oa have an; ragaid 
to mjr h^ipmeaa, let there be «nnethiag u neu u 
poaaible to that fitce ; but, if yoa please, the coloora 
a little lew vind, the ejes a little less bright (such 
M leSectJon will show them) ; in short, let her be 
fioch a one M jon seem in jour own eyea, that ia, a 
good deal leas amiable than you aie. Take caie of 
this, if joa have anj regard to my quiet ; for other- 
wiae, instead of being ber master, I most be only her 

J casBot end this letter without asking if yon haie 
TMeiTed a box of books, (ogethei with letters, &om 
Blr. Congreve snd myselfl It was directed to Mr. 
Wortley at Constantinople, by a merchaQt-ship that 
•et sail last June. Mr. Congreie, in fits of the gout, 
remembera you. Dr. Garth makes epigrams in prose 
when he speaks of you. Sir Robert Rich's lady 
lores yoo, thou^ Sir Robert admires you. Mr. 
Ciaggs commemorates you with bonoui ; the Duke 
of Buckingham with praise ; I myself with something 
rapre. When people speiJc most b^hly of you, I 
think them spsiiug ; when I tiy myself to speak of 
you, I think I am cold and stnpid. 1 think my letters 
have nothing in them ; but 1 am sore my heart has 
(0 much, tbAt 1 am vexed to find no better name for 
jour friend and admirer, than 

Your Mend and admirer, 

A. Popi. 
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XLII. 

TO THB LADY RICH. 

Belgrade Yillage, June 17, 0. 

I HEARTILY beg youT ladysMp's pardon ; bat I n 
could not forbear laughing heartily at your Ui 
and the cooounisaiona you a|e pleaaed to honour 
with. 

You desire me to buy you a Greek slave, who 
to be mistress of a thousand good qualities. H 
Greeks are subjects, and not sUtos. Those who ai 
to be bought in that manner are either such as ar 
taken in war, or stolen by the Tartars from Russia 
Circassia, or Georgia, and are such miserable, awfc 
ward, poor wretches, you would not think any o 
them worthy to be your housemaids. It is true tha 
many thousands were taken in the Morea; but thei 
have been, most of them, redeemed by the charitabli 
contributions of the Christians, or ransomed by th^ 
own relations at Venice. The fine slaves that wai 
upon the great ladies, or serve the pleasures of thi 
great men, are all bought at the age of eight or nin 
years old, and educated with great care, to accomplid 
them in singing, dancing, embroidery, &c. They an 
commonly Circassians, and their patron never sell 
them, except it is as a punishment for some ver 
great fault. If ever they grow weary of them, the] 
either present them to a friend, or give them thei 
freedom. Those that are exposed to sale at th< 
markets are always either ^;Q^t^ qS ^hv^ c^nms^ or s< 
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entiralf wartblMi that the; we of no om M kU. 1 
MU aCnid you will doubt the tmth of thu accotrnt, 
trtlidi, I owD, u TSrj different from our comiDoa no- 
aoB» in Eogland ; but it ii do leu truth for all that. 

Your whoie letter ia fall of mutakei from one end 
(a the other, I aee joa have taken your ideas of i 
ToAejr from that worthy author Dumont, who has 
wrote with equal ignorance and confidence. It is a 
particular pleasure to me here, to read the voyages 
lo the Lerant, which are geaerally to far removed 
from tmth, and to full of absurdities, 1 am very well 
dnorted with them. They never fail giving you an 
account of the women, whom it is certain they never 
■aw,Mid talkjngverywiselyof the genius of themes. 
into whow company they are never admitted;' and 
very oflen deei^ibe mosqnes, which tbey dare not 
even peep into. The Torie are very proud, and will 
Dot convene with a Btrasger they are not assured ia 
considerable in his own cauntiy. I speak of the men 
of distinction; for, as to the oidinaiy fellows, you 
may tmagiae what ideas their convenwian can give 
of the general genius of the people. 

As to the bahn of Mecca, I will certainly send you 
■ome ; bat it ia not so easily got aa yon suppose it, 
and I cannot, in conscieDce, advise you to make use of 
iU I know not how it comes to have such tmiversal 
qtplaase. All the ladies of my acquaintance at Lou- 
\cn and Vienna have begged me to send pota of it 
) them. 1 have bad a present of a small quantity 
irbicb 1 will assure yon, is very valuable) of the 
ist sort, and witli great joy applied it to my face, 

pecting some wonderfiil effect to my advanCa^^e. 

e next morning the change indeed wak'v<si>&HAi:^s 
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my face was iwelled to a very eztraotdinaiy aue, am^ 
all over as red as my Lady H***'a. It xemaineil. 
in this lamentable state three days* daring which 
you may be sure I passed my time very ill. I be- 
lieved it would never be otherwise ; and, to add to 
my mortification, Mr. Wortley reproached my indis- 
cretion without ceasing. However, my face is since 
wi tiaiu quo ; nay, I am told by the ladies here, that 
it is much mended by the operation, which I oonfiBB8 
I cannot perceive in my looking^lass. Indeed, if one 
were to form an opinion of this balm from their faces, 
one should think very well of it. They all make use 
of it, and have the loveliest bloom in the world. For 
my part, I never intend to endure the pain of it again ; 
let my complexion take its natural course, and decay 
in its own due time. I have very little esteem fior 
medicines of this nature ; but do as you please, madam ; 
only remember before you use it, that your face will 
not be such as you will care to show in the drawing- 
room for some days after. 

If one was to believe the women in this country, 
there is a surer way of making one's self beloved than 
by becoming handsome ; though you know that ia our 
method. But they pretend to the knowledge of se- 
crets that, by way of enchantment, give them the 
entire empire over whom they please. For me, who 
am not very apt to believe in wonders, I cannot find 
faith for this. I disputed the point last night with a 
lady, who really talks very sensibly on any other sub- 
ject; but she was downright angry with me, in that 
she did not perceive she had persuaded me of the 
truth of forty stories she told me of this kind, and at 
last mentioned several ridiculous marriages, that there 
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ccnld be no other reason assigned for. I assured her, 
that in England, vheie' we were entirelj ignaranl of 
all magic, where the cUmate is not half bo wann, dot 
the women half bo hjmdsome, we were not without 
OUT ridicutont mairia^ ; and that we did not look 
upon it a« any thing fupematurai when a man played 
the fool for the sake of a woman. But my aigtnnenCs 
contd not convince her againM (as she said) her cer- 
tain knowledge. To this she added, that abe Knipled 
making use of cAorsu herself; hut that she couM do 
it wheneiar she pleased ; and, staring; me in the face, 
■aid (with a very leanied ur), that no enchantmeots 
would hare thrar effects apon me ; and that there 
were some people exempt &om theii power, but very 
few. You may imagioe how 1 lai^ied at this dis- 
comse; but all the women are of the same opinion. 
Th^ do not pretend to any commerce with the devil ; 
but only that there are certaio compositioiu adqiled 
to inepire love. If one could send over a shipload of 
them, I fancy it would bo a very quick way of raising 
sn eslate. What would not some ladies of onr ae- 
qnajntance give for ^ch merchandise 1 

Adieu, my dear Lady Rich ! I cannot conclude 
my letter with a subject that affords more delightful 
ecenei to the imagination. I leave you to figure [o 
yourself the extreme court that will be made to me, 
at my return, if my travels should fiimish me with 
such a osefiil piece of learning. 

I am, dear madam, yours, &c. &c. 
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XLIII. 
TO MRS. THISTLETHWAYTE. 

Pcra of Constantinople, Jan. 4. O. S. 1715, 1716. 

1 A 31 infinitely obliged to you, dear Mrs. Thistle- 
thwayte, for your entertaining letter. You are the 
only one of my correspondents that have judged right 
enough, to think 1 would gladly be informed of the 
news among you. All the rest of them tell me (almost 
in the same words), that they suppose I know ereiy 
thing. AVhy they are pleased to suppose in this man- 
ner, I can guess no reason, except they are persuaded, 
that the breed of Mahomet's pigeon still subsists in 
this coimtry, and that I receive supernatural inteUi- 
gence. 

I wieh. I could return your goodness with some di- 
verting accounts from hence. But I know not what 
part of the scenes here would gratify your curiosit}', 
or whether you have any curiosity at all for things so 
far distant. To say the truth, I am,' at this present 
writing, not very nuich turned for the recollection of 
what is diverting, my head being wholly filled with 
the preparations necessary for the increase of my 
family, which I expect every day. You may easily 
guess at my uneasy situation. But I am, however, 
comforted in some degree, by the glory that accrues 
to me from it, and a reflection on the contempt I 
should otherwise fall under. You will not know what 
to make of tliis speech ; but, in this country, it is 
more despicable to be married aad not fruitful, than it 
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ii wiUi OS to be fruitful before marriage. They bate 
h noticnii tint whenerer a woman loaves off bringing 
tuth cbildren, it is because she is Coo old fOl that bu- 
finesa, whaCerer her face sajs to the contrary. Thi» 
opioion makes the Isdien here^ leBdy to make pioofa 
(^ their joath (wfaitb it ^beceusiy, in order to be 
a rtetiind btautf, u ii li ^HLon the proob of nobi- 
li^, to be admitted Knig^^of Malla), that they do 
not content themielveB witOMw the catiml means, 
but Sy to all Kirta of quaukeiiwlto avoid the scandal 
of being past child-beaiing, aad^Kta kill themselves 
hy them. Without any eiaggeiafon, all the ivomen 
(^ my acquaintance have twelve or thirteen children ; 
«nd the old ones boait of having had five-and-tweniy 
tx thirty a piece, and are respected according to <be 
number tliey have produced. When they are with 
child, it is their commoa eipressian to say, Tfug hope 
God willbtia mtrcifid at to niuf tbtm lm> (Ait lint ; 
and when I have asked them sometimM, How they 
expected to provide for such a flock as they desiie 1 
they answered, That the plague will certainly kill 
half of them ; which, indeed, generally happens, 
without nmch concern to the parents, who are satis- 
fied with the vanity of having brought forth so plen- 
dfnlly. 

The FrBnch ambassadress is forced to comply with 
lUs fa^iion as well as myself. She has not been here 
•nach above a year, and bos lain in once, and is big 
igain. What is most wonderful, is the eiempCion 
hey seem to enjoy from the cnrse entailed on the sei. 
Iiey eee all company on the day of their deUvery, 
id, at the fortnight's end, return viavts, te>. ms- Kxv 
eirjflweis and new ctolhe*. I waXiVTOa^ tsA.*» 
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inftisiiot *of Aa riiiniln iti 

lahaUcw 

well M I do i» sj diead €f faB 

luiT6 had tMr hooMt bust 




by a oertam SMddM ttUad a iMiMMri As M|^ it 
two feet, in tke feimef alaUc^eemndnitll alw 
caipet or 'embtoideij^ Thu it luida only ef nooii 
and diey pat into it a naaU ipnaitily ef lioeaaliaa, aid 
•it with their laga vndsr the caipet. At tiditibli 
they work, lead, and^fwy oAn ileaps and^if ttiy 
chuoe to dnam, kick doini tibe iMiMM% and the hot 
ashes anaanonly set the hooae on five. Then woe 
£▼9 himdied honsee bomt in this manner about a IbM- 
night ago; and I have seen aereial of the ownen 
since, who seem not at aU moved at so noaoMfr't 
misfortnne. They pot their goods into a hm% aiA 
see their houses bum with great philosophy, thsir 
persons being Teiy seldom endangered, ha;thig no 
stairs to descend. . 

But, having entertained yon with tfaiafga I do ait 
like, it is but jnst I ehoold teU yon soMdioHf Mt 
pleases me. The climate is delightful in the ezbiimBtf 
degree. I am now sitting, this present 4& of jaan- 
ary, with the windows open, ei^aying the wann aUia 
of the son, wh^ yon are freesing over a sad aaaeoal 
fire; and my dun^wr is set oat with caniations, loaa^. 
attdjonqails,freshfirom my garden. lamalsodiaiaBad 
with many points of the Tufcishhnr, to oar afaama ba 
it spoken, better designed, and better executed than 
oui»; particularly, the pmnalunjoait %Ji cooevvcted lisM 
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{trioBiphmnt criminala in oat coiuitiy, God knows) : 
diey an burnt in the foialieBd with a hot iron, when 
be; Kre prared the anthoTB of an; notoiiona falsB- 
lu>i>dB. How many whits forebeada should we see 
diafignied, how many fine gentlemen would be forced 
to weu ihrnr wiga as low as their eyebrowa, were this 
law in practice with iu ! I ahould go on to tell you. 
many othei parta of JDitice,'bat I moat send for mj 
midwife. 



TO THE COimXESS OF HAR. 

pen of ConlUBtlnople, JtMicb 10, 0, S, ITIT. 
I BAVK not written to you, dear aislei, these many 
months : a great peace of aelf-denial. Bat I know 
w>t where to direct, or what part of the woild yon are 
in. 1 hBTa received no letter from you since that 
ahort note of April last, in which yon tell me that 
you aie on the point of leaving England, andpronuBe 
Hie a direction foi the place yon stay in ; but I have 
in vain e^qwcted it till now ; and now I only learn 
from the gazette, that you are letomed, which induces 
me to venture this letter to jma house at London. 1 
had rather ten of my lettera should be lost, Uian you 
imagine 1 do not write; and I think it ia hard 
Ibnune if one in ten do not reach yon. However, 1 
am resolved to keep the copies, as tescimaniea of my 
inclination to give you, to the atmost of my powei. 




DIM* ; te I «• l«lll(ht t» tad •( k «hUk* iM 

- ■ ' (.l^kliMt 

. Ik^ta 
■ fa^pvw ban, wl-^ 
BuiBLaBdafc NoMr 
keopt theb hmw m moMth 1m ^piiV-iu i nd X ^ Mt 
■afuLdi^anjaf anrcinUni, M to ntafai OmuAb 
' thay 18 not nacMWgj. I ntnnMd i^ ridte tf On* 
week*' flnj ; aaid, ■boot fcan lUya ago wowei tfecMB 
Kliich diridet thi*idMa fiom CouUntlMiibi, to nte 
* now ons, irtum I bad the good fivtna to pU if 
many eatioHti^ 

I went to tea the Sultana Hadt6i, fimmito ol tha 
late Eapeax Moitapha, wko, yon kwnr (oc y^f 
jon do not know), wai depoaed by bja brathat, tta 
raigning iollan, ud died a few weda after, bMg 
la generally beEend. TUa lai^. 



a huband a«(Mg do gnat Bcn at the Pona. In^ 
liimi Jim iiiaj iiiiaiiiim bin iiiiiijnjrii) ar Iliia|iiniiil 
Quite die ccaitiaiyr— ThoM womeii, who an ralM: 
and eateenitliaaiBehea,qaeeu,k)iA upon tbdaUbaitf - 
ai the gnatoat diigrace and a&antthat can tiapfwa 
to thetn. She l&iew bnaalf at the aoltan'a feat, mA 

• Hoy, lua Couum «f Sat*. 
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begged Utn to pomird lira, lather than uu hii bn>- 
ther'i widow widi that contempt. She repreaented 
to faim. In Bgoniefl of lOTTowt that nhe wv pririleged 
tnmi ' thi> mlBfartuae, by h&ving brought five princes 
into ib» OttODUn family ; bat tH the boya being dead, 
and only one gill nmiTing, this einue wna not re- 
ceived, and she waa compelled to make her choice. 
She chose Bekir ESendi, then aecretaiy of state, and 
above ibmscorB years old, to conviitca the world that 
ibo fimdy intended to te^p the tow she bad made, of 
nerar ■o&rii^ a secood hiuband to approach her bed ; 
and since the must honour some subject so fu as to be 
called his wife, she would choose Mm as > maik of 
hei giBtitade, since it was he that had presented hei, 
at the age of tea yean, to her last lord. But the 
never jieimitted him to pay her me visit ; thouf^h it 
la DOW fifteen jreara she has been in bis house, where 
Ae pftsaes her time in nnmtenupted mourning, with 
* con st M Ky very little known in Christendom, especi- 
ally in a widow of one-and- twenty, for she is now bat 
thiity^iz. She has no black eunuchs for her gutud, 
her husband being obHged to respect her as a queen, 
and not to inquire at all ihto what ia done in bet 
apartment. 

I was led into a large room with a sofa the whole 
length of it, adomed with white marble pillars like a 
nMl(>, covered with pale blue figured velvet on a si]- 
ver ground, with cashions of the same, where 1 was 
desired to repose till the sultana appeared, who had 
cimCrived this maimer of reception to avoid cinng up 
at my entrance, though she made me an inclination of 
her head when 1 rose op to her. I ^laa vet^ i^a>^ ^a 
obserro a isdy tliaC liad been diBtiDKmdi«&^ '^o^ ^^' 
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vour of an emperor, to whom beauties were, every 
day, presented from alTparts of thb world. But she 
did not seem to me to have ever been half so beantiful 
as the fair Fatima I saw at Adrianople ; thoagh she 
had the remains of a fine face, more decayed by sonow 
than time. But her dress was something so soipn- 
singly rich, that I cannot forbear describing it to yoa. 
She wore a vest called donalmd, which difiers trma. a 
caftan by longer sleeves, and folding over at the bottom. 
It was of purple cloth, straight to her shape, and tfakk 
set on each side, down to her feet, and round the 
sleeves, with pearls of the best water, of the same tan 
as their buttons commonly are. You must not snppose 
that I mean as large as those of my Lord * *, bat 
about the bigness of a pea ; and to these buttims laxge 
loops of diamonds, in the form of those gold loops so 
common on birthday coats. This habit was tied, at 
the waist, with two large tassels of smaller pearls, 
and round the arms embroidered with large diamcmds. 
Her shift was fastened at the bottom with a great dia- 
mond, shaped like a lozenge ; her girdle aa broad ss 
the broadest English riband, entirely covered with 
diamonds. Round her neck she wore three chains, 
which reached to her knees : one of large pearl, at the 
bottom of which hung a fine coloured emerald, as big 
as a turkey-egg ; another, consisting of two hundred 
emeralds, closely joined together, of the most lively 
green, perfectly matched, eveiy one as large as a 
halfcrown piece, and as thick as three crown pieces } 
and another of small emeralds, perfectly round. But 
her earrings eclipsed all the rest. They were two 
diamonds, shaped exactly like pears, as large as a big 
hazel-nut. Round. Yiex kalpdc c^'&'W^i'isva %tsva^ of 
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pMri, the whiteit ud moM perfect in the woild, at 
but auagh to nuke Ibar necklteca, erei; one at 
\ttgt u the DnchoB of Mulborongh's, and of the 
Mine (hape, futened with two tomi, coiuisting of t 
large luby for the middle stone, and round them 
twenty drape of clnm dianunidB to each. BeaideB 
thii, har besddiew wu covned with bodkins of 
smeialde and diamonds. She wore la/ge diamond 
bnceleta, and had five rii^ on her GagetB (except 
Ur. Pitt*!) the largest I ever saw in my life. It is 
far jowellera to compnte the valae of thew things ; 
bat, accnding to the common estimadtra of jewels, 
in OUT part of the wodd, liei whole dress must be 
worth a hondted thousand pounds sterhng. This I 
ant sure of, that do European queen has half the 
quantity ; and the emprees's jewels, thoo^ f eiy fine, 
wookl look very mean near hen. 

She gave me a dinner of fifty dishes of meat, which 

'■Iter tbdi foshion) were placed on the table but i»e 

it a time, and was ertiemely tedions. But the mag- 

ificence of her table answered very well to that of 

er dress. The knirea were of gold, and the hafts 

4 with diamonds. Bat the piece of luxury which 

iered my eyes, was the tablecloth and napkins, 

dch were til tiffimy, embroidered with silk and 

'A, in the finest msiuier, in natoral flowers. It 

i with the utmost regret that I made use of these 

Uy napkins, which vrere as finely wrought as the 

M handkerchiefs that ever came ont of this coun- 

¥on may be sure, that they were entirely spcnied 

m dinner was over. The sherbet (which is the 

f they drink at meals) was served iachiDA.\K»<^«> 

te carers and Balreis nkasaj gpKL fk&eiimiiimi 
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water was brought in gold baniiB, and towels of Uttt 
same kind with the napkins, which I Teiy onwiUingiy 
wiped my hands upon ; and coffee was serred in dtht, 
with gold Moucoypes. 

The sultana seemed in a very good humour, and 
talked to me with the utmost civility. I did not ondt 
this o])portunity of learning all that I possibly could 
of the seraglio, which is so entirely uxiknown among 
us. She assured me, that the story of the sultan's 
" throwing a handkerchief" is altogether' fidralom ; 
and the manner, upon that occasion, no other than 
tliis : lie sends the kysldr agd, to signify to the lady 
the hoiioiu: he intends her. She is immediately com* 
plimentcd upon it by the others, and led to the bath, 
where she is perfumed and dressed in the most mag- 
nificent and becoming manner. The emperor precedes 
his visit by a royal present, and then comes into her 
apartment: neidier is there any such thing as her 
creeping in at the bed's foot. She said, that the first 
he made choice of was always afterward the first in 
rank, and not the mother of the eldest son, as other 
writers would make us believe. Sometimes the sultui 
diverts himself in the company of all his ladies, who 
stcind in a circle round him. And she confessed, they 
were ready to die with envy and jealousy of the lu^ppfl 
she that ho distinguished by any appearance of pre- 
ference. But this seemed to me neitlier better nor 
worse than the circles in most courts, where the 
glance of the monarch is watched, and every smile 
is waited for with impatience, and envied by those 
who cannot obtain it. 

She never mentioned the sultan without tears in 
Iier eyes, yet she seemed very fond of the discourse. 
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My past happiness," said she, " appears a dream 

) me. Yet I cannot foiget, that I was beloved by 

lie greatest and most lovely of mankind, I was 

hosen from all the rest, to make all his o^paigns 

rith him ; and I would not suryive him, if I was not 

assionately fond of the princess my daughter. Yet 

U my tenderness for her was hardly enough to make 

le preserve my life. When I left him, I passed a 

rhole twelvemonth without seeing the light. Time 

ath softened my despair ; yet I now pass some days 

very week in tears, devoted to the memory of my 

iiltan." 

There was no affectation in these words. It was 

Asy to see she was in a deep melancholy, though 

« good humour made her willing to divert me. 

She asked me to walk in her garden, and one of 

r slaves immediately brought her a pelisse of rich 

>cade lined with sables. I waited on her into the 

den, which had nothing in it remarkable but the 

itains ; and frt)m thence she showed me all her 

-tments. In her bedchamber, her toilet was dis- 

ed, consisting of two lookingglasses, the frames 

red with pearls, and her night talpoche set with 

ins of jewels, and near it three vests of fine sables, 

one of which is, at least, worth a thousand dol- 

"wo hundred pounds English money). I do not 

but these rich habits were purposely placed in 

l^ough they seemed negligently thrown on the 

When I took my leave of her, I was compli- 

with perfumes, as at the grand-vizier*s, and 

3d with a very fine embroidered handkerchief. 

^es were to the number of thirty, besides ten 

es, the eldest not above ee^ekU >]QtiSft ^^* 
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wall ■cqaunted with the monli of ill mj dear bieaia 
and acqnaintsiicea, that I am resolied to tell them 
nothing at all, U> avoid ths imputatioii (which theii 
charitj would CBTtoinlj incline them to) of mj telling 
too mnch. Bnt J depend upon yooi knowing me 
enough to belieie whaterei 1 aeriously asaeit for 
trath ; tlungli I give jon leave to be siupn«ed at an 
MCOont ao new to yon. 

But what would you Bay if I told jkiq that I have 
been in a haram, where the winter apartment was 
wainscoted with inlaid woilc of mothei-of-peail, ivoty 
4rf different coIooib, and olive wood, emctly like the 
little boiea you have seen brought out of this country ; 
and in whose rooms, dengned for aununer, the walla 
are all duMed with japan cMna, the tooIh gilt, and 
. tlie Soon spreul vrith the Gnest PeniuL caipets ; yet 
tbera is nothing more true : auch is the palace of my 
lorelf frienill, the fair Fatima, whom I was acquainted 
with at Adrianapie. 1 went to visit her yesterday ; 
and, it poesible, she appeared to me handsomer tha^ 
befbre. She met me at the door of her chamber, and, 
giving me her hand with the best grace in the world 
— " You Cbrietiaa ladies," said she, with a smile 
diat made ber as beautiful as an angel, " have the 
reputation of inconstancy, and I did not expect, what- 
ever goodness yon eipressed for me at Adrianople, 
that I should ever see you again. But I am now 
convinced, that 1 have resUy the happiness of pleadng 
JOQ ; and, if you knew how 1 speak of you amongst 
OQT ladiei, yon would be assured that you do ma 
jiislice in making me youi friend." She placed me 
in the comer of the sofa, and I spent the aftemoon. 
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in her canTenation with the giMtMt yla—ua h ft* 

world. 

The Sultana IIa6t£n is what one would natonlly 
exi)ect to find a Turkish lady, willing to oblige, but 
not knowing how to go about it ; and it is easy to see 
ill her manner that she has lived excluded from the 
world. ]3iit Fatima has all the politeness and good 
brooding of a court, with an air that inspires at cmce 
Tesj)oct and tenderness : and now tl^tt I understand 
her language, 1 find her wit as agreeable as her beauty. 
She is very curious after the manners of other coan- 
tries, and has not the partiality for her own, so com- 
mon in little minds. A Greek that I carried with 
me, who had never seen her before (nor could hare 
been admitted now, if she had not been in my train), 
showed that surprise at her beauty and manners fdiich 
is unavoidable at the first sight, and said to me in 
Italian, " This is no Turkish lady, she is certainly 
some Christian." Fatima guessed she spoke of her, 
and asked what she said. I would not have told her, 
thinking she would have been no better pleased with 
the compliment than one of our court beauties, to be 
told she had the air of a Turk: but the Greek lady 
told it to her ; and she smiled, saying, " It is not the 
first time I have heard so : my mother was a Polonese. 
taken at tlie siege of Caminiec ; and my father used 
to rally me, saying. He believed his Christian wife 
had found some gallant ; for that I had not the air 
of a Turkish girl." I assured her, that, if all the 
Turkish ladies were like her, it was absolutely neces- 
sary' to confine them from public view, for the sepose 
of mankind ; and proceeded to tell her what a noise 
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■nch a bee as hen would make in London or Paris. 
" I cannot believe jon," replied «be agreeably : " if 
be&atf was bo mnch valued in jata couutiy, aa you 
aay, they woold never have suffered you to leave it." 
PerLapa, dear sister, you laugh at my vanity in re- 
peating thiB compUiiient ; but I only do it, as I think 
it very welt turned, and give it you as an instance of 
the spirit of her conversation. 

Her house was magnificeadj ftimisbed, and very 
mil foaded ; her wintei room being furnished with 
flgmed velvet on gold grounds, and those for summer 
with Sue Indian quilling, emhroideied with gold. 
The houses trf the great Toikish ladies are kept clean 
with as much nkMy as those in Holland, lids was 
■ttoaled in a h^h pait of the town ; and, &om the 
wmdow of her sumnier apartment, we had die proa- 
pett of the sea, the islands, and the Asian mountains. 

'My letter is iosensibly grown so loi^, I am ashamed 
ef it. This is a very bad symptom. It is well if I 
da not degenerate into a downright storyteller. It 
■ny be, our proverb, that " knowledge is no bnrthen." 
may be true as to one's netf, but knowing too moch 
is very apt to make os trouUeeome to other people. 
I am, &c. &c. 
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TO THE LADY RICH. 



Pera, March 16, O. S. 1717. 

I AM extremely pleased, my dear lady, that you hwe 
at length found a commission for me that I can «&• 
swer without disappointing your ezpectati<ms ; thoo^ 
I must tell you that it is not so easy as perhaps yoa 
think it , and that, if my curiosity had not been more 
diligent than any other stranger's has ever yet been, 
I must have answered you with an excuse, as I was 
forced to do when you desired me to buy you a Greek 
slave. I have got for you, as you desire, a Turkish 
loveletter, which I have put into a little box, and 
ordered the captain of the Smymiote to deliver it to 
you with this letter. The translation of it is literally 
as follows: The first piece you should pull out of the 
purse is a little pearl, which is in Turkish called Ingi, 
and must be understood in this manner : 

Ingi, Sensin Guzelcrln gingi 

Pearl, Fairest of the young. 

Cdrerafil, Caremfilsen cararcn y6k 

Conge gulsum timarin y6k 

BcDscny chok than severim 

Senin benden, haberin y6k. 
Clove, You are as slender as the clove f 

You are an unblown rose ! 
J have long loved you, and you have not known it ! 

Pal, Derdime derman bul 

Jonquil, Have pity on m^ poAsxonl 




fapt. 
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DeidlDden oldium ■ 



Mat liU.andaHmt rmn tt rem 

Ben BEUnuD sell pil 

Ma^ j/ou ba pleated, and jitmr aorrtn 

Oltlm una yitir 

Sufftr at« to be your tlaoe. 

UbUiii« balannux pahD 

Your price U not to be founds 

Sen ghcl ben efaekeim Knia butdn 



HcoiF rm^ face from nw. 







TO •«« Uiu letter is all in Terse, uid I caa dssuip 
Jieie U as moch fancy shown in Clie choice of 
ta in the moat studied eipressioaB of oar let- 
there being, I betieye, a million of TerseB de- 
fbt tHs use. There ia no colour, no flower. 
id, no fruit, berb, pebble, or feithei, that has 
'ene belonging to itj and yon ma; quarrel, 
b, or Bend letters of pasuon, fnsai^'^, «£ 
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ciTility, or even of news, witbout em ii 

I fancy yoa are now wondering tt nqr p 
learning ; but, alas ! dear madam, I am afanoi 
into the misfortune so common to the am 
while they are employed on distant insignificf 
quests abroad, a rebellion starts op at home; 
in great danger of losing my Tinglish. I fi 
not half so easy to me to write in it as il 
twelvemonth ago. I am forced to stody lor 
sioos, and must- leave off all other languages, 
to learn my mother tongue. Human unders 
is as much limited as human power or humane 
The memory can retain but a certain number of; 
and it is as impossible for one human creatui 
perfect master of ten dififerent languages, as 
in perfect subjection ten diffsrent kingdomi 
fight against ten men at a time : I am afraid 
at last know none as I should do. I live in 
that very well represents the tower of Babel : 
they speak Turkish, Greek, Hebrew, Armenia 
bic, Persian, Russian, Sclavonian, Walachian, C 
Dutch, French, English, Italian, Hungariai 
what is worse, there are ten of these languages 
in my own fomily. My grooms are Arabs ; z 
men French, English, and Germans; my m 
Armenian; my housemaids, Russians: half \ 
other serrants, Greeks : my steward, an ItaH 
janizaries, Turks: so that I live in the pc 
hearing of this medley of sounds, which pro* 
very extraordinary e^ct upon the people t 
bom here; for they learn all these langoagei 




Htte tinw, and witboat btenring any of them well 
enoii^ to write W tttA in it. There Bra lery few 
meiii womm, or eren cMldteii, here, that hare not 
the iame campaas of words in five or lii of them. I 
know u^self aereral infants of three or fooi jeaza 
old, that speak Italian, French, Greek, Turkish, and 
Russian, which last they leam of their nnraes, who 
ai« generally of Chat coontry. This aeems shiuwt 
iocT^dible to you, and ia, in my mind, one of the most 
CniioiiB things in this country, and lakea off very much 
tftna the moit of oor ladies who set up for such ex- 
traordinary geniuaes, upon the credit of some auper- 
ficial knowledge of French and Italian. 

As I prefer English to all the rest, I Rm eitiemely 
nuntified at the daily decay of it in my head, where 
I wiU assure you (with grief of heart) it is reduced 
U BDcb a small number of woida, I cannot recollect 
any ttderable phrase to conclude my letter with, and 
an tatetA to tell your ladifship very'blnntly, that I 

Yours, &c. See. 



TO THE COUNTESS OP BRISTOL. 

At length I hare heard &om my dear Lady Bristol 
for the Aret time. I am persuaded you have had the 
gooduen to write before, but I have haJ the ill for- 
tone to lose your letters. Since my last, I have staid 
quietly at Ctmstantinoide, a dty that I ought in con- 
science to give your ladyship ft ri^iio&i»i.<iUvs>^^ 
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I luiow you am beie Done but what is pan 

miaUkeD from [be wiidngB of trarellen. Ituc«niu 
there sre many people that pa« years here in Pen, 
wiUiout Laving eva leea it, and yel they all ftetai 

Pera. Topliua, and Gnlata, wholly inhafaiied b; 
Prank* ChnstiMU (aad which, logedieT, otake Ilw 
appcarante of a Veiy fine town), are dirided from U 
by the sea, which is not above half m broad ia tbt 
broadest psn of the ITiamea; hut the CbriMiao mCQ 
arc loath to haiard the advenCDres they aametimes 
meet with siaoDgst tha laimts or seameu (wDn« 
moQslera than our watermsu), and the women miul 
cover their faces to go Ibete, which Ihcy have a per- 
fect areraion (o da. It is true they wear veiJs in Pere. 
but they are such as only serve to show iheit bemtj 
to mote adTanlage, and wodd not be panniltpd in 
CoDMoaimqiie. Tbem Twani dWM ^^gat^fmj 

will reum to fnnco ^ bdicm) wbludt m«ta^ 
beputboe. 

Yoa win woodtt, madas, to tmt ha mii,-9mt I 
hats been Aon mjoftn. TlieM«Mt,ar1WU 
1^, ia btccma not oah raiy Miy, bat 111.1 iiiJIii to 
me j and if it wm no^l iro^ ba cmtent to mkm 
Mma InmannlM^r to gntify a pMrisn tkat la In- 
come Mpomrfnl with im a* emliMitr. *Til. iiiihiil. 
the.pleatai« of gong in a baqp to TTiiIin fg^ ^ 
oonqwiaUa to that of nmiiy iqptto AtoHudiifttn ' 
MS bare, riisTe, toe twmatj mdaa togathar, AnfA"^ 
Boiphonii, the moat baaotifiil Tvia^ of ^niM|i|ig|. 

• AtombH 
laUnTuUib 
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•out tlun>uel*es. The Anon dds u coreted vith 

ittTeei,Tillagea, and the most delightful landsc^M* 
iMnie ; on the Eumpean, stands Constantinople, 
uUed on seren hills. The unequal heights make 
leero as la^ agwn lu it is (though one itf the 
^t cities in the world), showing an agreeable 
Etnie of gardans, pine and cypress trees, palaces, 
sques, and pubhc buildings, raised one ahove ano- 
I, with as much beauty and qipearance of sym- 
tiy as font ladyship erer saw in a cabinet, odoined 
the most skilful hands, where jars show themselves 
rre jais, mixed with canisters, babies, and candle- 
^B. liuB is a TGi; odd comparison; but it gives 

an exact idea of the thing. 
[ have taken cue to see as much of the seraglio 
ia to be seen *, It is on a point of land running 
a the tea ; a palace of prodigious extent, but very 
igulsr. The guidena take in Bilai^ compass of 
lund, fall of high cypress tiees, which is all I know 
(hem. The buildings aie all of white stone, leaded 

the top, with gilded tuirets and spires, which look 
:f magnificent; and, indeed, 1 believe there is no 
jistiaQ king's palace half so large. There are six 
ge courts in it, all built round, and set with trees, 
ring galleries of stime ; tme of these for the guard, 
ifher for the slsvea, another for the officers of the 
chen, another for the stables, the fifUi for the divan, 
1 the sixth for (he apttftttient destined for audiences. 

K l> evidEiiI Ihit Udx H. W. U. did not mtu to mwrt 
t ihe hud mn (he lultrloi of Ibe Kraglio >I CoDit ' 



univenslly aasoted, tliat the Tnriu de&cad 
iTnn;eH that they found in the city. The di 
St. Sujihia is suil to be one hundred and tl 
feel 'tiaini-tcr, Liuilt u]<an archea, mutnined I 
pillsra cjf luarble. tlie ijavtment and Btoircase i 
Tbtrcuni tTi-o tows of galleiiCB, eupported with 
of puty-rolourod marblv, and the whole root 
vo A, |iiirt of wliith ilpcays very fust, and dropi 
Thty ptfwnled me a handful of it ; its comi 
BeeiDs tu ma a sort of ulaag, or that puste witl 
Ihpj make couiittrfeLt jtwde. They ahow h 
toBiB Of tlif Emperor Coagtantine, tot whic 
'"" * BTcat vanetaiiou. 
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Thii u « dull imperfect deacriptioi] of thjg i!ele- 
bnttad baQding-, bat I oBdentaud aicMtectun so 
little, tbat I ip a&aid of talking noDgeiiM in eaden- 
Touring to ^wak of it puticBlarly. Peiiu^ I am in 
tbe mtmf;, bat iome Tuikish mosquei please me.bei- 
ter. That of Saltan Solyman is an eiart square, with 
four fine towors in the angles ; in the miilst is a Doble 
cupola, nipported with beaatiiiil marble pillara ; tn-o 
leaaer at the ends, nipported in the same manner ; 
the paTementandgalleiy round the mosque of marble: 
under the great, capola is a fountain, adoined with 
such fine colouied pillars, that I can bardlj think 
them natoial msible ; on one aide ia the pulpit, of 
wMte maible, and on (he other, the httle gallery for 
the graod-signioi. A fine staircase leads to it, and it 
ja buih up with gilded lattices. Ac the upper end is 
a Mnt of altar, where the name of God is written ; 
and before it stand two candleaticka as high M a man, 
with wax candles as thick as three flambeam. The 
pftvement is spead with fine carpets, and the mosqae 
illominated with a last number of lamps. The court 
leading to it is very spacious, with galleries of marble, 
of green columns, covered with twenty-eight leaded 
cupolas on two sides, and a fine fountain of basins in 
the midst of it. 

This description may serve for all the mosques 
in Constantinaple. The model is exactly the aiOBe, 
and they only differ in largeness and richness of ma- 
terials. That of the Valid£^u]tan is the largest of 
all, built entirely of marble, the most prodigions, and, 
I think, the most beautiful structure 1 ever saw, be it 
spoken to the htmour of our aei, for it was founded 
1^ the mother of Mabomel IN. 'ft<Wte»si. ^■™™^^, 
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Bt PmFf church would make a pitiliil Uga 
M any of our iquaies would do near the M 
place of honea (ai sigmfying a hona im 
Thia waa the kippodnm» in the nign of t 
enqMion. In the midat of it ia m facauft c 
three aeqienta twisted together, with thei 
gaping. It ia impoaaihle to leam why ao od 
waa erected; the Greeks can tell nothing ha 
legends when they are asked the ""»»«wtg 
there is no sign of its having ever had any in 
At the upper end is an obelisk of poijdlrjrryy 
brought from Egypt, the hieroglyphics all ve 
which I look upon as mere andent puna. It 
on four little brazen pillars, upon a pedestal 
freestone, full of figures in bas-relief on tv 
one square representing a battle, another a 
bly. The others have inscriptions in Greek a 
the last I took in my pocket book, and it 

lows: 

I 

DIFFICIUS QUONDAM, DOMmiS PARERE 8EI 

JU88US, ET EXTINCnS FALBCAM PORTARE TYI 

OMNIA THEOD06IO CEDUNT, 80B0UQUE PERS 

Your lord will interpret these lines. Do i 
they are a loveletter to him. 

* More comnuHily called " Atm^ydan." 

t Two more lines were probably concealed at th 
This inseriptioB coaclndes, 

« TIRDBNIB SIC YICTCS BGO DOMITUSQITS DIU 
JUDICB SUB PROCLO SUPXRAS BLATUS AD ADKAS 

which is a translation from another in Greek, on tt 
square of the base. 
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AH die fgnna Utrs theii heads on ; and I cannot 
forbMi leflecting agun on the impudence of Mitliors, 
jiba all mj they hsre not : but 1 dars bwmi tbe 
greMeit part of them nerer eaw themj but took Che 
leport from the Greek*, who renst, with incredibJe 
bttiaide, the ixainction of tbttt own ejret, nrheneTei 
AeyJmeinTenCedliMto the diihcuour c^ their ene- 
Mm. Were jou to beliem them, thars it nothing 
worth feeing in Conatantiiiople but Sancta Sophia, 
thoo^ there are leretal lat^r and, in mj opinion, 
more baantiial mosquei in that city. That of SultaiV 
Achnat haa tbii paidcolarit]', that its gatei aie of 
biaw. In all these mosques there are little chapels, 
idisre aie the tombs of the foundraa and their fanii- 
Ues, with wax candles baraiog before them. 

The Exchanges are all noble boildings, fall of Gse 
alley*, the gieatest part supported with pillan, and 
kept wonderfolly neat. Every trade has ita distinct 
alley, where the merchandise is disposed in the same 
radei M in the New Exchange at Londxm. The be- 
Mi4ti», or jewellers' quarter, shows so much riches, 
such a vast quantity of diaftionds, and all kinds of 
pre>30ua stones, that tfaey dazzle the sight. Tbe em- 
broiderers' is also very glittering, and people walk here 
as much for.diverncm as boainess. The markets are 
most of them handsome squares, and admirably well 
prorided, perhqis better than in any other pan of the 

I know you will expect I should say something 
pHticulaT of the slaves ; and you wiU inu^;iae me 
half a Turk when I do not speak of it with the ume 
bttrror other Christians have done hefbre me. But I 
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cannot forbear applanding the kmnamty of the Titifcs 
to these czeatuxee; they are nerer ill used, and theii 
slavery is, in my opinion, no worae than aervitode aU 
over die world. It is true they have no wages; ^ 
they give them yearly dothea to m higher value than 
our salaries to our ordinary servants. But you will 
object, that men boy women wUk am eye fo mriL In 
my opinion, they are bought and sold as puUiclf -i&d 
as infamously in all our Christian great citiea, 

I must add to the description of Conatantiiiople 
that the hUtorieal jnUar is no more*. It dzY^ped 
down about two years before I came to thia part df die 
world. I have seen no other footsteps of antiquity 
except the aqueducts, which are so vast, that I am fl|it 
to believe they are yet more ancient than the Greek 
empire. The Turks, indeed, have clapped in seme 
stones with Turkish inscriptions, to give their natives 
tlie honour of so great a work; but the deceit is 
easily discovered. 

The other public buildings ate the h6nns and mo* 
nasteries : the first are very large and numerous ; the 
second few m nimiber, and not at all magnificent. I 
had the curiosity to visit one of them, and to observe 
the devotions of the dervises, which are as whimsical 
as any at Rome. These fellows have permission to 
marry, but are confined to an odd habit, which is 
only apiece of coarse white cloth wrapped about them, 
with their legs and arms naked. Their order has few 

* The Arcadian columo, built in 404, after the model of 
those of Trajan and Antoninus at Rome. The shaft of it wai 
entirely taken down in 1695, having become minoos by earth* 
quakes and fire. 




ale* except tjut of perfbrmiiig their fautaitic 
■ety Tnesday and Fridis;, wUch ia done in thia 
' : they meet together in s large btO, when 
] stand irith theii eyes Gied on the ground, 
ill arms, acrou, while the ituami, or praacher, 
'art of the Alcoran from a pulpit placed in the 
and when he haa done, eight m ten of them 
I melancholy conceit with their pipea, which 
mmosical inatmiaenls. Then he leadi^ain, 
Jkee a ahort ezpoiiiion on what he haa read ; 
bich the; aing and play till thdr auperioi (the 
e of them dressed in green) rises (nd. begins 
if soleinn dance. They all stand about him in 
ix figure ; tad while some play, the others tie 
be {which is teiy wide) fast round theii waist, 
^ to turn round with an B™'""g awiftnees, 
. with great r^jard to the music, monng alower 
r as the tone is played. This laeCa abore an 
itboat any of them showing the least appear- 

giddinesa, which is not to be wondered Htr 
: is conddered they are all uMd to it &iim their 
; most of them being devoted to thia way of 
n their birth. There turned amonget thent 
ttle derrises, of six or seven years old, who 
no more disordered by that exercise than the 

At the end of the ceremony they shout out, 
1 is no other god but God, and Mahomet is bis 
;■" aflaT which they kiss the superior's hand 
ire. The whole is performed with the most 
gravity. Nothing can be more austere thaq 
a of these pec^le ; they never raise their eyes. 
nn devoted to ciptemplatipn. And u ridi- 
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culoos as this is in descriptiQn, there is BomedoB| 
touching in the air of irabmission and nuwtificatioa 
they assume. 

This letter is of a horrible length ; bat yoa may 
bom it when you have read enoogh, &c. &c. 



XLVII. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL. 

I AH now preparing to leave Constantiaople, and, 
perhaps, you will accuse me of hypocrisy when I tell 
you it is with regret; but as I am used to the air, 
and have learnt the language, I am easy here ; and 
as much as I love travelling, I tremble at the incosf 
veniencies attending so great a journey with a nume- 
rous family, and a little infant hanging at the breast 
However, I endeavour upon this occasion to do as 1 
have hitherto done in all the odd turns of my life; 
turn them, if I can, to my diversion. In order to this, 
I ramble every day, wrapped up in my ferig^ and 
asmdei, about Constantinople, and amuse myself with 
seeing all that is curious in it. 

I know you will expect that this declaration should 
be followed with some account of what I have seen. 
But I am in no humour to copy what has been writ 
so often over. To what purpose should I tell yoa 
that Constantinople is the ancient Byzantium I dial 
it is at present the conquest of a race of people, sup- 
posed Scythianjs? that there are five or six tiiousand 
mosques in iti that Sancta Sophia was founded by 
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1 &C. I will tanre you it ia not tor want 
•f ^'"■"'■'g that I totbeaz viitiag &11 thSH blight 
tbioga. I coold alia, with veij litUe trouble, turn 
«m KnollM ind Sii Fsui Hjcaut, to giro jaa a list 
of TuAish empeion ; bat I will not tell joa wbat 
y<n may find in arery authoi that hai writ of this 
cooBtiy. I am more inclined, out of a true femals 
•piiit of contnuliction, to tell you the &liahood of a 
great part of what yon find in aathoiB ; as, fcs in- 
stance, in the admirable Mr. Hill*, who >o grarely 
MUTta, that be saw in Sancta Sophia a iweatiiig 
piUar, very baUamic for diaordeied heads. Theie ii 
not the least tradition of any such matter ; and I lup- 
poee it was revealed to him in nuon during hi» won- 
<terfbl atay in the Egyptian catacombs ; for I am niie 
he nerer heard of any such miracle here. 

It ia alio very pleasant to observe bow tenderly he 
and all bis bie^iren Toyage writers lament the miser. 
able ocofinement of the Tuikish ladies, who are, per- 
Jofa, more &ee than any ladies in the universe, and 
■IS the only women in (be world that lead a life 
of uninterrupted pleasure exempt ftom raies; their 
wiude time being qient in niiting, bathing, or the 
agreeable amosement of spending money and invent- 
tag new feshions. A husband would be tbooght mad 
that exacted any d^tee of ectmomy trom his wife. 

iDBludiiople Bl the 4g« or fif' 
rdntive Lord 



pablifthed bl 

uid Merope, tragediu irtiich 
EniltihilicB. 
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whose ezpeoMs are no way lii«i><»<l but by 
fancy. It is his business to get money, and 
spend it : and this noUe pcezogatiTe extends . 
the Tery meanest of the sex. Here is a hSL 
carries embroidered handkerchief upon his. I 
sell. And as miserable a figure as yoa may m 
such a mean dealer, yet I will assure you hi 
scorns to wear any thLig less than cloth of gdd 
her ermine furs, and a Tery handsome set of jewe 
her head. It is true they have no places but the bag 
and these can only be seen by their own sex; 1 
ever, that is a diversion they take great pleasuze : 
1 was three days i^ at one of the finest in 
town, and had the opportunity of seeing a Turki 
bride received there, and all the ceremony used \ 
that occasion, which made me recollect the epithal 
mium of Helen, by Theocritus ; and it seems to m 
that the same ciistoms have continued ever since. A 
the she friends, relations, and acquaintance of the tn 
families, newly allied, meet at the bagnio; seven 
others go out of curiosity, and I believe there wei 
that day two hundred women. Those that were < 
had been married placed themselves round the room 
on the marble sofas: but the virgins very hastil 
threw off their clothes, and appeared without otlK 
ornament or covering than their own long hair braide 
with pearl or ribbon. Two of them met the bride i 
the door, conducted by her mother and another grav 
relation. She was a beautiful maid of about sevei 
teen, very richly dressed, and shining with jewel 
but was presently reduced to the state of natar« 
Two others filled silver gilt pots with perfume, an 
began the procession, the rest following in pairs, 1 




the number of thitty. The lesden niiig an qnlhab- 
miam, ■anraied by the othen in chonu, inil the two 
iMt led the hit bride, her eyei fixed oo the ground, 
with & charming iftectalion of modeity. In this order 
the; marched roaod the three lergeat loonu of the 
bagnia. It is not eaay to represent to ;ou the beaaty 
afthiinght,nu>stof them being well proportiraed and 
lAite ikinned ; all of them perfectly muiolh and po- 
liihed by the frequent ose of bBthing. Afler haTing 
made thoT tour, the bride was again led to erery ma- 
tron round the rooms, who saluted her with a cinnpli- 
ment and a present, smne of jewels, others irf pieces 
of stuff, handkeicliiefa, or httle g;allanCries of that 
BMora, which she thanked them fbr, by kisung their 

I waa very weU pleased with having sera this c^e- 
mony ; and, you may betiere me, the Tnikidi ladies 
haTe at least as much wit and dirility, nay, liberty, as 
among us. It is true the same customs that give diem 
•0 many opportuoitieB of gratifying their eril inchna- 
tions (if they haTS any), also put it very folly in the 
power d thinr hnsbanda to retengs thsmselTes if tbey 
are discorered : and I do not doubt but they sal^ 
Bometimea for their indiscretions in a very aeiere 
manner. About two months ago, there wai found at 
daybreak, not very Ear from my house, the bleeding 
body of a yotmg wraaau, naked, only' wrapped in a 
MAne sheet, with two wounds <^ a knife, one in her 
«ide and another in her breast. She was not quite 
eold, and was so sorpiinngly beautifdl, that there 
wore very few men in Feni that did not go to look 
npoa her ; bat it was not possible for any body to 
know her, no watnan's face bein^ luunm. ^ia» **%& 



mtfpmi la kMes bMB,.b«vi^<ia «• dMi dfil 
m^ iram the Cu i mw l l ^t l t. jMk:>M JiHINit 
Tnj Wtrli inipiiij ttmimji ■hiwf A>Mniii—.<)< 
UM c oi p wi mm pnvnMy.mnN Wmpok wiPkr rsViP^ 
d«r ii aflvw panaed I7 llw Uof^ «tfpd|aM«llfc 111 
Uii Ae bMJiitM of flu fmt kIbHwmi tommii Jltf 
doidpfiim: waAH^M&wVkimhtfttmtimummami.^ 

mive nid «r It. O— ,inwW »miwi t|» JiXJII 

tlmr go wn u ne n t ifcoold-Mte Mdk. tng^dtorW 

ftoqii09t,7etAajttp«iSraMl|rnmiviMl|Wm9 

to piofedia people ve not jptqnl^cciwli . H>lftil 

do I tlniik in nngr otlMT pvtioBlni tboj 4ioonitte 

koriNunms c h a ia ct w we give tlmif I. am iM.«P* 

quainted with m Cbritdaa woaun of qnalltf 1^ 

made it her dioioe to Uve wid^ e TertaAJiMtwi 

and is a very agreeable eeoaible ladj« ^Ear olQ^ii 

soeztraordiBaiy, IcaimotfctboerniatlYit; tel 

promiae yon it ahaU be in fts few iPQirdi ee I oaAfOK 
aibl J ezpreaa jt* 

She ia a Speniaid, aed wm at Naiilof wWi l^R 

fiuaily idmi that tingdoBEiwaa part of I|i4)g|p^pi|lt 

dooMnioiu CoBttiiigfroaBit h e B oehia|tfBoc%iaooaa^ 

paoied by her bvoOi*, thay wan attMked;liy,|||k 

Turkish adiBiial. hoarded, and lt1raiiV^AiwiBqfr,lwK 
shaU I modeady teU yo4 Ae laatof ky ailjiylayil 
The same aoddient happened tqihfii that.h ap poneA ig. 
the fair I^ooeti^ ao many yaavtbeliQie /taw 49t(lii% 
was too good a CSfariatiaa tolAl teioK a%iliigt Imt 
thaoiah Hainan did. Hie adndra^. ww m m^ 
chamied with the benoty and lon gmlWt of 4# 
fail captiTe, that, as hia first iniipiiiMaMi -ha gate 
immediate liberty to her braltaMidaitlptatelkldMt 
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■njide hmaK to Spain, and in a few moutJiB sent the 
■am of Una thoosand poonds aeihag u a lanaom for 
his Butei, The Turk took the money, which he pie- 
■ented to her, and told her she was at liberty. But 
the lady very duciestly weighed the different treat- 
ment abe nu likely to find in her Dative country. 
Her rehitibna (u the kindest thing they could do for 
her in her present circmnstAziceB) would certainly 
cxmfine her to a nunneiy for the rest of her days. Her 
infidel lover was very haudaome, very tender, veiy 
fond of bar, and lavished at her feet tH the Turkish 
munificence. She answered Mm very resolntely, 
that hei liberty was not eo predous to her as her ho- 
aoor ; that he could no way restore that but by mar- 
Ijing her ; and she therefore desired him to accept 
^a ransom as her portian, and give her the satisfac- 
tion ofkqowingithatno man coold boast of hei favours 
without being her hnsband. The admiral was trans- 
ported at this kind of offer, and sent back the money 
to her relations, saying, he was too happy in bei pos- 
■assian. He manied her, and never took any other 
wife, and (as she says herself) she never had reason 
to repent the choice she made. He left her some 
jears after one of the richest widows in Constantino- 
ple. But there is no remaining honourably a single 
ircaun, and that consideration has obliged her to 
tanry the present captain pashli (i. e. admiral), his 
•nccesBor. — I am afraid that yoa will think my ftiend 
Ml in love with her lavisher ; but I am willing to 
take her word fin it, that she acted wholly on piind- 
ples of honour, tboo^ I think she might be reasona- 
bly touched at his generou^, which i« often found 
tunoog the Tuks of rank. 
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vid wiio IiM le^nied to lodt upon me wiiili a Glial re- 
•pacti that to give an estate to & creature, without 
othar nerit ac lelatioD to me than tliat of a few 
Yet thii i» an absaitlitj we aee bequmtly 



Now I bave mentioQed the Aimeniaiu, perhaps it 
win be agTBeable to tell you eiKDethiDgof thatnatiim, 
with which I am anre jon are utterly unacquainted. 
I will not tioiiUe yoa with the geographical account 
of the aitoalioD of their comttry, which you nuy see 
in the maps, or a lelatjoo of tiieir ancient greatness, 
trtkieh yon may reaii in the Romu histt^. They 
V« now subject to the Turka ; and, being very indu^ 
a in trade, and inciSBaing and muitipljing, are 
d in great numbers through all the Turkish 
diHninioaB. They ware, as they say, conTertad to the 
Christian religion, by Si. Gregory, and are, perhaps, 
the devoutest Chtistians in the whole world. The 
chief pracepts of their priests enjoin the strict keeping 
of thaii lents, which are at leasi seten months in 
every year, and aie not to be dispensed with on tlie 
Biost emergent necessity ; no occasion whatever can 
excuse theniL, if they touch any thing more tluin mere 
heriM or roots (without oil), uul plain dry bread ^ that 
is their constant diet. Mr. Wortley has one of bis 
interpreters of this natimi ; and the poor fellow was 
bfODght so low by the seierity of his fasts, that bis 
life was despaired oL Yet neither his master's com- 
nuuuls, nor the doctor's entreaties (who declsied do- 
tbing else could save his hfe), were powerful enough 
to prevail with him to take two or three spoonfuls of 
bioth. Excepting this, which may rather be called a 
emCom tham an mCicle of futb, I aee ^erj \u&fe Ss. 
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their religion difTerent firom outb. It is true they seem 
to incline very much to Mr. Whiston's doctrine : nei- 
ther do I think the Greek church very distant from it, 
since it is certain the Holy Spirit's proceeding cmhf 
from the Father, is making a plain subordination in the 
Son. But the Armenians have no notion of transolh 
stantiation, whatever account Sir Paul Rycaut gives 
of them (which account I am apt to believe was de- 
signed to compliment our court in 1679) ; and they 
have a great horror for those amongst them that 
cliange to the lloman religion. 

What is most extraordinary in their customs, is 
their matrimony ; a ceremony I believe unparalleled 
all over the world. They are always promised veiy 
young, but the espoused never see one another till 
three days after their marriage. The bride is carried 
to church "with a cap on her head, in the fashion of a 
large trencher, and over it a red silken veil which 
covers her all over to her feet. The priest asks the 
bridegroom, Whether he is content to marry that wo- 
man, be she deaf^ be she blind? These are the literal 
words: to which having answered, yes, she is led 
home to his house, accompanied with all the friends 
and relations on both sides, singing and dancing, and 
is placed on a cusliion in the comer of the sofa ; but 
her veil is never lifted up, not even by her husband. 
There is something so odd and monstrous in these 
ways, that I could not believe them till I had inquired 
of several Aimcnians myself, who all assured me of 
the truth of them, particularly one young fellow, who 
wept when he spoke of it, being promised by his 
n\other to a girl that he must marry in this manner, 
though he protested to me, be had rather die than 
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■nbmit to this alKren/, having alieady figured his bride 
to himxilf with ^ Ihe defbimitiea of nature. 

J fancj I Bee jnm bless jrouiBelf u this tsrribta 
lelalion. I cumot condode my letter with a more 
turprisilig stoiy ; yet it is as ssnoasly true, ss that 1 

Dear Bister, yours, &c. &c. 



TO THE ABBOT • 



I ui extremely pleased with heaiiiig; from yon, and my 
Tsnity (the darling frailty of manldnd) not a little 
flattered hy the uncommon queacioas you sak me, 
thoogfa 1 am utterly incapable of ananeiiog them. 
And, indeed, were I as good a mathematician as £u- 
(did himaeU, it requires an ^e's stay to make juat ob- 
serratioiui oa the air and vapours. I have not beffli 
yet afiill year here, and am onthepointofremoTing. 
-Such is my rambling destiny. This will surprise you, 
and can Barpriae nobody so much as myself, 

Perh^ig you will accuse me of laziness, or dulneea, 
or both tf^ther, that can leave this plica without 
giviim yOQ some account of the Turkiah court I can 
only tell you, that if you please to read Sir Fan] Ry- 
CBUt, yo« win there find a full and true account of the 
vinsn, the begltrbeiia, the civil and spiritual govern- 
ment, the officers of Iha seraglio, &c. things that it Ih 
Tsry easy to procuie lists of, aod ihei^((f» 'mu}\ie. 
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dei>onded on ; though other stories, God 

I say no more every body is at liberty to write 

their ovm. remarks ; the manners of people may change, 
or some of them escape the observation of travellen, 
but it id not the same of the government ; and, for 
that reason, since I can tell you nothing new, I viU 
tell you nothing of it. 

lu the same silence shall be passed over the arsenal 
and seven towers; and for mosques, I have already 
described one of the noblest to you very particulariy. 
But I cannot forbear taking notice to you of a mistake 
of Gemelli (though I honour him in a much higher 
degree than any other voyage writer) : he says that 
there are no remains of Calcedon; this is certainly 
a mistake: I was there yesterday, and went cross 
the canal in my galley, tlie sea being very nanow 
between that city and Constantinople. It is still a 
large town, and has several mosques in it. The 
Christians still call it Calcedonia, and the Turks gire 
it a name I forgot, but which is only a corruption of 
the same word*. I suppose this is an error of his 
guide, which his short stay hindered him from recti- 
fying ; for I have, in other matters, a very just esteem 
for his veracity. Nothing can be pleasanter than the 
canal ; and the Turks are so well acquainted with its 
beauties, that all their pleasure seats are built <m its 
banks, where they have, at the same time, the most 
beautiful prospects in Europe and Asia; there are 
near one anotlier some hundreds of magnificent pa- 
laces. 



• Cidykuy, or the Town of Judgein, from the great ChrU- 
tian council held there. 
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Human grandeur being liera yet more anstable tbaa 
any where alte, it is common for the heirs of k great 
three-tailed puhi not to be rich enough to keep in 
repair the houae be built ; thus, in a, few yeKiB, they 
«U All ta raiiu I wu yeateiday to see tbst of the 
Ura gnnd-Tiiier, who was killed at Feterwonidin. It 
waa built to receiTe hii royal bride, daughlet of the 
present sultan, but he did not live to see her there. 
I have a great mind to describe it to you ; but I 
check that inclizkation, knowing very well that I can- 
not give you, with my best descriptioa, such an idea 
of it U I ought It is situated on one of the most 
delightfiil parts of the canal, with a fine wood on the 
aide of a HU behind it. The ettent of it ia prodigi- 
oiu ; liie guBidian assnred me there are eight hundred 
rooms in it; I will not, however, answer for Ihnt 
number, since I did doc count them ; but it is ceitaiD 
.the number is very lai|;e, and the whole adorned 
with a profusion of marble, gilding, and the most ei- 
ijtdute painting of fruit and flowers. The windows 
ate all sashed with the finest CT^Btalline glass brought 
from England; and here is all the eipeneiTe mag- 
nificence that you can suppose in a palace founded 
by a Tain [aiurious young man, with the wealth of a 
vast empire at his command. But no part of it 
jHcased me better than the apartments designed for 
the bagnios, lliere ate two built exactly in the same 
mancieT, answering to one another : the baths, foun- 
tains, and paTementB, all of white marble, the roofs 
gilt, and the walla coTered with Japan china. Ad- 
joining to them are two rooms, ibe uppermost of 
which ia divided into a sofa, and in the four canw!% 
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are falls of water from the very roof, firtnn 
shell, of white marble, to the lower end of tl 
where it falls into a lai^ basin, surroondt 
pipes, that throw up the water as high as tl 
The walls are in the nature of lattices ; and, 
outside of them, there are yines and woodbines pi 
tliat form a sort of green tapestry, and give an i 
able obscurity to those delightfiil chambers. 

I should go on and let you into some of the i 
apartments (all worthy your curiosity) ; but it it 
harder to describe a Turkish palace than any ot 
being built entirely irregular. There is nothLig t 
can be properly called frcmt or wings; and, thoc 
such a confusion is, I think, pleasiag to the sight, } 
it would be yery unintelligible in a letter. I sk 
only add, that the chamber destined for the suHa; 
when he visits his daughter, is wainscoted with nx 
ther-of-pearl fastened with emeralds like nails. Thei 
are others of mother-of-pearl and olive wood inlai< 
and several of Japan china. The galleries, whic 
are numerous and very large, are adorned with jai 
of flowers, and porcelain dishes of fruit of all sort 
80 well done in plaster, and coloured in so lively 
manner, that it has an enchanting effect. The garde 
is suitable to the house, where arbours, fountain 
and walks, are thrown together in an agreeable coi 
fusion. There is no ornament wanting, except thf 
of statues. Thus, you see, sir, these people are m 
so impolished as we represent them. It is true the: 
magnificence is of a very different taste from our 
and perhaps of a better. I am almost of opinion the 
have a right notion of life. They consume it i 
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music, gardens, wine, and delicate eating, while we 
are tonnenti]% our brains with some scheme of poli- 
tics, or studying some science to which we can never 
attain, or, if we do, cannot persuade other people to 
set that yahie upon it we do ourselves. It is certain 
what we feel and see is properly (if any thing is pro- 
perly) our own ; but the good of fame, the folly of 
praise, are hardly purchased, and, when obta^ed, a 
poor recompense for loss of time and health. We 
die or grow old before we can reap the fruit of our 
labours. Considering what short-lived weak animals 
men are, is there any study so beneficial as the study 
of present pleasure? I dare not pursue this theme ; 
perhaps I have already said too much, but I depend 
upon the true knowledge you have of my heart. I 
do not expect finom you the insipid railleries I should 
suffer from another in answer to this letter. You 
know how to divide the idea of pleasure from that of 
vice, and they are only mingled in the heads of fools. 
But I allow you to laugh at me for the sensual de- 
laration in saying, that I had rather be a rich effendi, 

ith all his ignorance, than Sir Isaac Newton, with 

I his knowledge. 

I am, sir, &c. &c. 
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XLIX. 
TO THE ABBOT • • •. 

TnniB, July SI, O. 8. ITIB. 

I LfTT Constantinople the sixth of the last mondi, 
and this is the first post from whence I could send i 
letter, though I have often wished for the opportunity, 
tliat I might impart some of the pleasure I fiound in 
this voyage through the most agreeable part of the 
world, where every scene presents me some poetical 



idea. 



Warm'd with poetic transport I survey 
The' immortal islands, and the well known sea. 
For here so oft the mnse her harp has strong. 
That not a monntain rears its heaud nnsnng. 

I beg your pardon for this sally, and will, if I can, 
continue the rest of my account in plain prose. The 
second day after we set sail we passed Gallipolis, a 
fair city, situated in the bay of Chersonesus, and 
much respected by the Turks, being the first town 
they took in Europe. At five the next morning we 
anchored in the Hellespont, between the castles of 
Sestos and Abydos, now called the Dardanelli. These 
arc two little ancient castles, but of no strength, being 
commanded by a rising ground behind them, which 
1 confess I should never have taken notice of, if I 
liad not heard it observed by our captain and oflScers, 
luy imagination being wholly employed by the tragic 
btory that you aie weW w:c^"wn.\.^ V».\3fcv\ 




Veiw Bgun 1 — I uu certainly infected by the poetical 
air I haie pttssed through. That of AbydoB ia un- 
doubtedly Tery amocooB, since th« soft passion be- 
trayed the castle into the hands of the Turks who 
bended it in the leif^ of Orchanes, The gorerDor's 
daughter imagining to hare seen her future hnsliand 
in k dieani (though I do not find she bad either slept 
apon bridecake, or kept St. Agnea's fast), fancied 
■he saw the dear figure in the form of one of ber 
besiegers; and, being willing to obey her destiny, 
tossed a note to him over the wall, with the offer of 
her person and the delivery of the caatle. He showed 
it to his general, who consented to try the uncerity 
of her intentions, and withdrew his army, ordering 
the youDg man to return with a select body of men 
at midnight. She admitted bim at the appointed 
hour: he deslroyed the garrison, took the father pri- 
soner, and made her his wife. This town is in Asia, 
first founded by the Milesians. Seitoa is in Europe, 
and was once the principal city of Chersonesus. Since 
I haTe seen this strait, I End nothing improbable in 
the adventure of Leander, oi very wonderful in tlie 
bridge of boats of Xenes. It is so narrow, it is not 
surprising a young lover should attempt to swim, or 
an ambitious king to try to pass his army orer it. 
But then it is so subject to stomts, it is no wonder 
thelorerperished, and the bridge was broken. From 
bencB we had a full view of mount Ida, 
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Not many leagues sail from bence, I saw the point 
of land where poof old Hecuba was buried; and, 
aI>out a league from that place is Cape Janizary, the 
famous promontoiy of SigsBumj where we anchored. 
My airiosity supplied me with strength to climb to 
the top of it to see the place where Achilles was 
buried, and where Alexander ran naked round his 
tomb in honour of him, which no doubt was a great 
comfort to his ghost. I saw there the ruins of a Teiy 
large city, and found a stone, on which Mr. Wortiey 
plainly dbtinguished the words of SIFA I AN nOAIN. 
We ordered this on board the ship ; but were showed 
others much more curious by a Greek priest, though 
a very ignorant fellow, that could give no tolerable 
account of any thing. On each side the door of this 
little chiirch lie two large stones, about ten fleet long 
each, five in breadth, and three in thickness. That 
on the right is a very fine white marble, the side of 
it beautifully carved in bas-relief; it represents a 
woman, who seems to be designed for some deity, 
Bitting on a chair with a footstool, and before her 
another woman weeping, and presenting to her a 
yoimg child that she has in her arms, followed by a 
procession of women with children in the same man- 
ner. This is certainly part of a very ancient tomb ; 
but I dare not pretend to give the true explanation 
of it. On the stone, on the left side, is a very fair 
inscription; but the Greek is too ancient for Mr. 
Wortley's interpretation. I am very sorry not to 
have the original in my possesion, which might have 
been purchased of the poor iahabitanits for a small 
sum of money. But our captain assured us, that vrith- 
out having machines made on. ^Md^Qae^ it was impos- 




nble to bear ic to the seaside ; raid, when it wao 
there, hia long boat would not be luge enough (o 
bold it*. 

The ining of Ihis great cit; are now inhabited by 
poor Greek peaaanti, who wear the Sciote habit, the 
women being in short petticoats, fastened by strsps 
round their ahooldera, and large smock sleeves of 
white Hnen, with neat ahoea and Btoclunge, and on 
their heada a large piece of miislio, which falla in 
iarge folda on their ahouldeia. One of my country^ 
men, Mr. Sandys t (whose bode I doubt not you bnve 
road, as one of the best of its kind), speating of iheee 
rains, Bupposes them to have been (he foundation of 
a city begun by Conatantine, before his building By- 
lantium ; but I see no good reason for that imagina- 
tion, and am apt to believe them mucb mote ancienl. 

We saw lery plainly &om this promontory the 
river Simois rolling from mount Ida, and running 
through a very spacious valley. It is now a consider- 
able river, and ia called Simorea; it is joined in the 
vale hy the Scamander, which appeared a small stream 
balf choked with mud, but is perhaps large in the 
winter. This was Xanthos among the gods, as Homer 
tells OS ; and it is by that heavenly niune the nymph 



■t George Sondya. one o 



::i lADY Montagu's unntes. 

Oenoneinyoket it in her epistle to Paris. TheTnjn 
virgina* used to offer their first &yoiirB to it, by the 
name of Scamander, till the adventore whidi Mai* 
sieur de la Fontaine has told so agreeably abdisked 
tliat heathenish ceremony. When the stream is hud- 
glad with the Sinuns, they ran together to the sea. 

All that is now left of Troy is the ground on wUdi 
it stood ; for, I am firmly persuaded, whaterer piocei 
of antiquity may be found round it are much more 
modem, and I think Strabo says the same thing. 
However, there is some pleasure in seeing the valley 
where I imagined the femous duel of Menelaoa and 
I'aris had been fought, and where the greatest dty 
ill the world was situated. It is certainly the noblest 
situation that can be found for the head of a great 
empire, much to be preferred to that of Constantino- 
plo, the harbour here being always convenient for 
tftiips from all parts of the world, and that of Con- 
stantinople inaccessible almost six months in the year, 
while the north wind reigns. 

North of the promontory of Sigeum we saw that 
of Rhaeteum, famed for the sepulchre of Ajax. While 
1 viewed these celebrated fields and rivers, I admired 
the exact geography of Homer, whom I had in my 
hand. Almost every epithet he gives to a mountain 
or plain is still just for it ; and I spent several hours 
here in as agreeable cogitations as ever Don Quixote 
had on mount Montesinos. We sailed next night to 
the shore, where it is vulgarly reported Troy stood; 
and I took the pains of rising at two in the momingt 

* For this carious story Monsienr Baylc may be consnlted 
la Ids Dictionary, article ** Scamander." 
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cooUj those Tuiiu which aie commonly showed 
gen, sod which the Turks caU Eiki Sbmboml •, 
1 CoDBtaotiiiopIe. For that Teason, as well ai 
theis, I conjecture them to be the remuns of 
y begun t^ CoostantiDe. I Mied an asa (the 
iture to be had there), that I m^v go lome 
nto the country, and take a lour round the 
walls, which are of a Tast eitent. Wo found 
laitiB of a cattle on a hill, and of another in a 
gereral broken pillars, and two pedestals, from 
[ took theie Latin insctiptionB : 
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WTm COL* IDIa 

FORUKDCM ET PBiMcn*. mat 

COL. lUL. PARIANAE TRIB. 

XIUT. COH. XXXn. VOLUNTABZOR. 

TRIB. MILTT. Xin. 

CEM. PRAEF. EQUIT. ALA£. I. 

SCTBUIjORUM 

VIC. vn. 

I do not doubt but the remainii of a temple near dui 
place are the ruins of one dedicated to Aug^tuB ; ind 
1 know not why Mr. Sandys calls it a Christian tem- 
ple, since the Romans certainly built hereaboats. 
Here are many tombs of fine maible, and vast pieces 
of granite, which are daily lessened by the prodigious 
ballH that the Turks make firom them for their cannoo. 
We passed that evening the isle of Tenedos, once 
under the patronage of Apollo, as he gave it in him- 
self in the particulars of his estate when he courted 
Daphne. It is but ten miles in circuit, but in .those 
days very rich and well peopled, still famous for it< 
excellent wine. I say nothing of Tennes, from whan 
it was called ; but naming Mitylene, where we passeil 
next, I cannot forbear mentioning Lesbos, where 
Sappho sung, and Fittacus reigned, famous for the 
birth of Alcaeus, Theophrastus, and Anon, tho!»e 
masters in poetry, philosophy, and music. This was 
one of the last islands that remained in the Christia:*. 
dominion after the conquest of Constantinople by the 
Turks. But need I talk to you of Cantacuzeni, &.r. 
princes that you are as well acquainted with as I am ? 
It was with regret I saw us sail from this island into 




the Mgsaa lea, now the Archipe]ag;o, leaving Sdo 
(die audeDt Chun) on the left, which is the richest 
and noBt popoloiu of these isluidi, fruitful in cottoni 
com, uid lilk, planted with giores of orange and 
lemon tieca, and the Arriuan mountain, itill cele- 
brated for the aectai thai Viigil mentioiia. Here is 
the best mBnnfHcam of (ilka is all ToAey. The 
town is welt buili, tbe womsn &iiunu for their beauty, 
and show their faces as in Cbiislendam. Theie ate 
many rich families, though they confine theii magni- 
ficeuce to (he inaide of their houses, to aTtod the 
jealooiy of (he Turks, who have a pash& here : how- 
ever, they eqjoy a leasonable liberty, and indulge the 
genios of their counliy; 

And Ml, utd ifDi, aiHl dance away iliclc lime, 
Freili u (hdr jniTO, ind hippi' •• Ibelr cliine. 

Their chains hang lightly on them, though it is not 
long since the; were imposed, not being under tliit 
Turk till 1566. But, perhaps, it is as enay to obey 
the grand-aignior as the state of Genoa, to whom 
they were sold by the Greek empeior. But I foi^et 
myself in these hiBtorical loaches, which are very 
impertiaent when I write to you. Passing tbe strait 
between tbe islands of Andros and Achaia, now Li- 
badia, we saw the promontory of Sunium, now called 
Cape Coloona, where are yet standing the TasC pillars 
of a tenkple of Minerra- This venerable sight made 
me think, with double regret, on a beantiful temple 
of Theseus, which I am assured was almost entire at 
Athens till ihe last campaign in the Morea, that the 
Turks filled it with powder, and it was accidentally 
blown np. You may believe I loA. i^^jkU-iissi^mi 
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iBud on the fKined Pelaponneaiu, iLaugh il imn 

ID look an Ihe riteii of ^sopiu, Feneua, InKi 
and Eurotas, the fields of Arcadia, and o<bei act 
of ancipjit inythol(^. But iuiteiul of demigods 
tietoos, 1 was credibly informed it ia now oiorroi 
rolibcra, and that I should ran a great risk of 111 
iuiothoirhiiada by undertaking tmch a Jouruey thro 
« desert country, for which, however, I Uavp so in 
rta(>ect, that 1 have much ado to hinder myeelf f 
troubling you with itB whole history, from tJie ft 
liation of Mycems and Corintb, to the last camp! 
there; but I check the inclination, as. I did tha 
leading. We jwikid quietly by Cape Angelo, i 
Malea, where I mrno remains of the&moai ten 
of Apollo. WeiaunethatereoiDgmmghtaf Cm 

of Ida. — We have Viigil'i authiuily, thu boy 1 

u huniiied dlies — 



■J he chief of fhem — the scene of monstroUB pasoi 

Metcllus first couqueredthis birthpUce of 

Jopiter; it fell afterwards into the hands of 1 

ruiuiiog on to the very siege of Candia; and 1 an 
an^y vi-iih myself, that I will pass bj all the oi 
islands with this genera] reflection, that it is imj 
liiUIe to imagine any thing more agreeable than 
journey would have been two or three thonsand yi 
siuce, when, after diinldiig a diah of tea with Sapj 
I migbt have gone the BBme .erening to visit 
temple of Homer in Chioi, and paased this voya; 
taking plana of nwgnificeiit temples, deUneatiiig 
Diiracleb uf atatuariea, and conversing with, the n 




polite and moat gay of mankind. Alaa ( art 'a extinct 
heie; ths nondera ot aatoie alcnie remain; and it 
wu mlh TisC pleanue I observed those of monnt 
j£tiia, whoee flame spears ver; bright in the night 
many leagnea off at sea, and fills the head with a 
tliousand conjectures. Howerer, I bonoar philosophy 
too much, to imi^ine it could turn (hat of Empe- 
docles; and Lociao shall never make me beUere 
such a scandal of a man, whom Lucredna says, 

We passed Trinaciia without hearing any of the 
airena that Hnmer deacHbeH ; asd, being thrown on 
neither Scylla noi Cbarybdis, came safe to Malta, 
first called Melita kom the abundance of honey. It 
ia a whole rock covered with very little earth. The 
grand-master lives Gere in the state of a sovareiga 
prince i bat his strength at sea now is very smalt. 
The fortifications' are reckoned the best in the world, 
all cat in the solid cock with infinite expense and 

labour. Off this island we were toaeed by a 

severe storm, and were very glad, after eight itays, 
to be able to pat into Porta Farine on the African 
shore, where oui ship now rides. At Tunis we were 
met by the English consul who resides there. I 
readily accepted of the offer of hia house for some 
days, being very curious to see this part of the world, 
and particularly the ruins of Carthage. I set out in 
his chaise at nine at night, the moon being at full. I 
saw the prospect of the country almost as well as I 
coald have done by daylight ; and the heat of the sun 
is DOW so intolerable, it is impossible to travel at ac) 
other time. The soil is fdt t!liQ mint ^ax^. ias.&i ,\k^^^. 
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0T6ty fPiMrai 

grow widunt irty ytd irfftud t]w 

inthaworid. Thmt ^Imyvdm 

anckwed hj hadgw orOaat plaat me^JCtSk^htSm^g 

which b aa ftdinMto ftMe.ao "idld be•at]lri^p^ 

toptMit. ItgnifiB.a.giMiheigiit».MBEy tidfl^nA 

tha iptkai or tliofiia an ai ling aadahaip aaMkiaa: 

itbaittBafiwhaMwhaa>enhytih»pwwiiitaiaiidwMi 

haB no ill taita. 

It bdng now tjba aeMQiiiOf tha TmUili niMBMiib 
or Lent, aid all here pf^lBMbg^ aft laaat, tlia Kaho- 
metaa leUgion* thej-fttst till tl» goiag'dtfMi af die 
nm, and apend the aighl.ia feaafefaig. Wariair 
the treea compamai of tlia«oaitrf paopk^ 
tinging, and dandag to thaix 
not quite hlack^ fant all nmlattaea, aad tha Meat fti^ 
fid creatures that can aiypear in a lunnaiL %ara*-*Tkif 
are almoet naked) QDlyjwearing a piece of cnana Mige 
wrapped about them. But the woaieA hare tlieirarai» 
to their veiy thoulden, and their nechs and ^kctBt 
adorned with Jowen, stars, and vaiMma- asits of 
figures impressed bj gunpowder : a oomaidaiaUe ad- 
dition to their natural defonaity ; which isy hemvnt, 
esteemed Tery ornamental among them ; and I beliefs 
they suffer a good deal of pain by it. 

About six miles from Tunis we saw tiie xemaiiis of 
that noble aqueduct, it^iich carried the water to<^ 
thage orer several high mountains, the length cf forty 
miles* There are still aiany arches entire. Wa spent 
two hours viewing it with great attention, aad Ifr. 
Wortley assured-me that of Rome js Taiy mnoh infe- 
rior to it. The stones are of a prodigiooB sise^ and 
yet all pdished, and so eiUctl^ fitted to each other. 




[TERS. CJ 

very litde cement baa been mttde lue of to join them* 
Yet thsj maj probablj stand a thouaand jeaia longeii 
if art ii not made use of to pull them down. Soon 
after daybreak I uriTed at Tuiiia, a town foitlj built 
of »eiy white atone, but quite without gaidena, whicb, 
they Bl^, were all dealroyed when tbe TuAb first 
took it,noaehning been planted aince. The dry sand 
gives a very disagreeable proapect to tbe eye ; and 
the want of shade contributitig lo the natural beat of 
the climate, renders it so eicessiTe, that 1 have much 
ado to support it. It is true here is every noon the 
lefreahmsnt of the aea breez'e, wiUioat which it would 
be irapoeaible to liie ; but no freah water but what is 
preserred iu the ciaCems of the rains that foil in the 
month of September, The women -of the town go 
veiled from head to foot under a black crape; and, 
being mixed with a breed of reuegadoes, are said to 
be many of them fair and hajidaome. This city was 
besieged in 1870, by Lonia king of France, who died 
■uider the walls of it of a pesiileatiBi fever. After liia 
death, Philip, his son, and our Prince Edward, aon 
of Henry III. raised tlie sie^ on honourable terma. 
It remained under its oataral AMcan kings, till be. 
trayed into the handa of Barbaioaaa, admiral of Soty- 
man the Magnificent. The Emperor Charlea V. ei- 
pelled Barfcarossa, but it was recovered by the Turk, 
under the cooduct of Sinan Pash&, in the reign of 
Selim II. From that time till now it has remained 
tribntaiy lo tbe grand-signior, governed by a i«y, who 
sofieis the name of subject to the Turk, but baa re- 
nounced the subjection, being absolute, and very eel- 
dom paying any tribute. The great city of Bagdal 
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11 at tfaii time ia tlia miM cncnuteiiow • 
gnadHngnior oGonifeft at the loM of tlien «1| 
far fcv of lonng efen the tides of theni. 

I w«nt Teiy eeily ywterday moniiig (atf 
ni^'e lepote) to aee the niiui of Ceith^[ 
waf, however, haK broiled In the mi, end oi 
to be led into one of the labtemuieea apa 
which they called <* The atahles of the ek[ 
but wbkih I cannot believe wen ever deaig 
that uae. I Srand in theoi many broken .pc 
cnhnnna of fine marble, and some ,of poiplr 
cannot think any body would take the inai^ 
pains of carrying them thither, and I cannot i 
such fine pillars were designed for the use of 
I am apt to believe they were summer apa: 
under Uieir palaces, which the heat of the 
rendered necessary: they are now used as gi 
by the country people. While I sat here, ft 
town of T«Hi*, not &r off, many of the women 
in to see me, and we were equally entertaini 
viewing one another. Their posture in sitti 
colour of their skin, their lank black hair fal 
Ojich side their feces, their features, and the a 
their limbs, difier so little from their country 
the baboons, it is hard to fancy them a distint 
I could not help thinking there had been so 
cient alliances between them. 

When I was a little refreshed by rest, an< 
milk and exquisite fruit tbey brought me, I n 
the little hill. where once stood the castle of 
and from thence I had a distinct view of the si 
of the famous city of Carthage, which stood 




B, the tea comtng tm each aide of it. It U 
inanl^ ^nnd on oas aide, wbera thara ue 
nde. SCrRbo calls Carthage forty mite* in dr- 
ence. There are now no Temaiiu of it, but 
! haTO deacribed ; and the hiatoi; of it ia too 
lOwn to want my abridpnent of it. You aee, 
il T think yon esteem obedience better than 
menti. I hue anawered jour letter, by gini^ 
le accounts you denred, and have reserved 
inka to the concluaion. I intend to leave this 
:D-monow, and continue mj journey tbiough 
nd France. In one of tboae places I hope to 
1, by word of month, that I am. 

Your bmnble aerrant, &c. &c. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF HAR. 

Genoa, Ang. W, O. 8. ITIS. 
your pardon, my dear sister, that I did not 
o you from Tunis, the only opportunity I have 
tee I left Coustantinaple. But Che heat there 
eiceaaive, and the li^ht so bad for the aight, 
half blind hy writing one letter to the Abbi 
ind durat not go to write many othera I had 
ed; nor, indeed, could I have entertained you 
•ell out of that barbaroua country. I tun now 
ided with subjects of pleasure, snd ao much 
id with the beauliea M Italy, that 1 should 
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think it ft kind of ingxadtada ant to ofikr • Sfdi 
I)raiBe in return for the divermon I hsve had'hen. 
I am in the house of Mrs. d* Avenant, at St. Vknt' 
d'Arena, and should be Tery unjust not to allow ha 
a share of that praise I speak of, since her good hu- 
mour and good company have very much contributed 
to render this place agreeable to me. 

Genoa is situated in a very fine bay; and being 
built on a rising hill, intermixed with gardens, and 
beautified Tvith the most excellent architecture, gives 
a very fine prospect off at sea ; though it lost much 
of its beauty in my eyes, having been accustomed to 
that of Constantinople. The Genoese were once 
masters of several islands in the Archipeli^, and 
ail that part of Constantinople which ia now called 
Galata. Their betraying the Christian cause, by &- 
cilitating the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, 
deserved what has since happened to them, even the 
loss of all their conquests on that side to those in- 
fidels. They are at present far from rich, and are 
despised by the French, since their doge was forced 
by the late king to go in person to Paris, to ask par- 
don for such a trifle as the arms of France over the 
house of the envoy being spattered with dung in the 
night. This, I suppose, was done by some of the 
Spanish faction, which still makes up the majority 
here, though they dare not openly declare it. The 
ladies affect the French habit, and are more genteel 
than those they imitate. I do not doubt but the cus- 
tom of cecisbeos has very much improved their airs. 
1 know not whether you ever heard of those animals* 
Uj)an my word, nothing but my own eyes could have 
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aiTmced me thsn were an; Boch upon earth. The 
uhion began here, and is now reoeirad all over Itttly, 
There th« huflbimdA are not sach terrible creatures 
IS we represent them. There are none among them 
ruch brntea as to pretend to find fault with a custom 
K> well estabUahed, and so politically founded, siiice 
[ am asanred that it was an expedient first found out 
ly the senate, to pot on end to thoa^ femily hatreds 
which lore their state to pieces, and to find employ- 
Bient for thoee young men who were forced to cut one 
another's throala pour pamr (a Iny* ; and it has 
mcceeded so well, that, since the institution of ce- 
cisbei, there has been nothing but peace and good 
humour among them. These are gentlemen who de- 
vote themseWes to the service of a pBiricular lady (I 
mean a married one, for the virgins are all invisible, 
and confined to convents) : they are obliged to wait 
on hei to all public places, such as the plays, operas, 
and assemblies (which are here called convtrialioiu), 
where they wait behind her chair, take care of ber 
fan and gloves if she plaj, have the privilege of whis- 
pers, &c. When she goes out, they serve her instead 
of Isicqueys, gravely trotting by hei chair. It is their 
business to prepare for her a present agsinat any day 
of public appearance, not forgetting that of her own 
name* : in short, they, are to spend all their time 
and money in hei service, who rewards them ac- 
cordingly (for opportunity they want none) ; but the 
husband is not to have the impudence to suppose 
this any other than pure Platonic friendship. It is 
true, they endeavour to give her a cecisbeo of their 

• Tliiii", the il«j of ae Hint after w^iom ill* \»«i'«*- 
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own dboodng; but irfMa the JmEjt 
of tho MBM tarto, M that oAn hipptnm, 
hah to faring it about to have one of batr owm i 
In fannor tuom, one bean^ naed to bate cigb 
ten of tiioM hnmUe admiran ; bnt ^hmm diyi 
plenty and bmnility ue no move : men grow ■ 
scaroe and lancy ; andofeij ladylafbroedloeoai 
henelf with one at a time. 

Yon any tee inthispbM» ihm ^flarimu Uktrtff.^ 
lepoblic, or, mue properly, an ariafcocracyrthe tm 
mon people being hero aa enant alarea aa die Read 
bat the old noblea pi^ Uttle napect to the doga^ wh 
is bat two yean in hia office, and whoee wife, ak Aa 
very time, aeaamea no rank abo?e anothernoMe laiy* 
It is true, the femily of Andna Dona (tint gmt 
man, who leatoied timn that Ubeity they enjoy) ban 
some particular priTileges : when the senate €nmd it 
necessary to pat a stop to the lozaxy of dresa, fioiiai- 
ding the wearing of jewels and brocades, they left 
them at liberty to make what expense they pleaied. 
I look with great pleasaro on the statue of that hnoi 
which is in the court belonging to the house of Duke 
Doria. This pats me in mind of their palaoee, wkidi 
I can never describe as I ought la it not enough tfaik 
I say they are, most of them, the design of PaUadiot 
The street called Strada Nora ia perhapa the naat 
beaatiful line of building in tiie world. I muat pa^ 
ticularly mention the vast palaces of Dnrasao; tibose 
of the two BaJbi, joined together by a ^'^g^^^i*^ 
colonnade ; that of the Lnperiale at this village of 
St. Pierre d' Arena; and another of tiie Doiia. Tba 
perfection of architecture, and the utmost profiiaian of 
rich fiimiture, are to be aeen here, diapoaed with the 




ilegiint tute and lavish nugniScence. But I 
umed with nothing wi mncb oa the collection 
iiiea bj the pencils of Raphael, Psulo Veronese, 
, Ctiiea, Michael Angelo, Guido, and Coiregio, 

two 1 mention luC oa mjputiculBrfnauriteg. 
I can Gad no pleBsnre in obj«cti of hoiroi ; 
I my opini™, the more natmally a cniciGi is 
enled. the more dieagreeable it is. These, my 
d piiinteia, show nature, and show it in the 
harming light. I was particalarly pleased with 
cetia in the hoiue at Balbi: the eipiBsaiTe 

of that face and bosom gives all the passion of 
id admiration that could be raised in the soul 
I finest poem on that subject. A Cleopatra of 
me hand desenes to be mentioned ; and I 

say more of her, if Lucretia had not first en. 

my eyes. Here are also some inestimable an- 
lualOB. The church of St. Lawrence is built of 
and wliits marble, where is kept that famoas 
if a single emerald, which is not now peniiitted 
landled, rince a plot, which they say was disco- 

to throw it on the pavement and break it — a 
li piece of malice, which they ascribe to the 
of Sicily, to be revenged for their refusing to 

to him. The church of the Annunciation is 

lined with marble, the pillars are of red and 

marble ; that of St. Ambrose has been very 

adoined by the Jesuits ; bnt I confess, all the 
les appealed so mean tome, after that of Sancta 
1, I can hardly do (hem the honour of writing 
their uameB.^But I hope you will own I have 

good use of my time; in seeing so much, since 
It many days that we ha.v« b«mL oaS-^>la&<:^ar 




the 

•lid wnj igiwMy pMfetA it JL d* At _„ 
pukft a ^ TiBafe of fit. Fime d^AiJhi 
milo fin OcMM. in a hooM built bf FdUiigi 
wdl diMigiiody tad io Mflfciy pwpoitkwMdf it ivM' ^ 
pleMon to walk Si it. W6ii«feHritod]MnMl|9^ 
a few Eni^nh, i» ^ cmpn^ of anoUb Gmm^ 
commiMiflned to aee we did not taoA. mm aaelfctat^ 
I ahall ilaj heie «Mie daja loager, and eoold Itei* 
wish it were teaUa^ life; imtmbm,I§&mhm 
deetjned to lomidi tiaaqailKty. 



LI. 

TO THE OOUMTBSS OF BRISTOL. 

l>uriB, Sei»t. 1% O. 8. 17U. 

I CAME in two day0 from Genoa, through fine nada 
to this place. I hare already seen whatia ahowed^ 
Btraogen in the town, which, indeed, ia not woi^a 
▼ery particqjur description; and I have not leipsct 
enough for the hdy handkerchief to apeak long of IL 
The cbnrehea are handsome, and ao ia the king's pa- 
lace ; hot I have lately seen such perfection of aidbi- 
tectaxe, I did not give, pinch of my attention to AeM 
pieces. The town itself is fairiy built, aitnated ia-'i 
fine plam on the banks of the F6. At a little dis> 
tanoe from it, we saw the palaces of La Veneiie aad 
La Valentin, both veiy agreeable retreata. We wen 
lodged in the Piasza Royale, which ia one of the no? 
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Meat squares I erei saw, with a fine portico of white 
■lone quite lOimd it. We were immediately visited 
by tlie Chevalier "••", whom you knew in England ; 
who, with great ciTility, begged to introduce us at 
cooTt, which is now kept at Bivoli, about a league 
from Turin. I went thither jesteidaj, and had ihe 
honour of waiting on the qneen, being presented to 
her by the fint lady of honour. I found her majesty 
in B magnificent apartment, with a train of handsome 
ladies, all dressed in gowns, among whom it was easy 
to distinguish the fair princess of Cariguan. The 
queen entertained me with a world of sweetness and 
n&hility, and seemed mistress of a great share of 
good sense. See did not forget to put me in mind of 
her English blood, and added, that she always felt in 
herself a particular inclination to love the English. I 
returned her civility, by giving her the title of majesty 
as often as I could, which, perhaps, she will not hare 
the comfort of hearing many months longer. The 
king has a great deal of vivacity in his eyes ; and 
tlie jroung Prince of Piedmont is a very handsome 
young man : but the great devotion which this court 
il at present iaileu into does not permit any of those 
entertainments proper for his ^e. Procesuons and 
masses are all the magmficence in fashion here ; and 
gallauDy is ao criminal, that the poor Count of * ' * *, 
who was our acquaintance at London, is veiy seri- 
ondy di^raced, for some small overtures he presumed 
to make to a maid of honour. I intend to set out to- 
morrow, and to pass those dreadful Alps, so much 
talked of. If I come to the bottom jou shall hear of 

I ami'Ei.c.tiJL. 



^^-*ct,-s 
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bere : but ihe miitj raini, which fall perpetu- 
laetrated seen the thick flii I wu wrapped in ; 
vBB hftlf dead with cold before we got to thi 

the moaatain, which wen not till two boor* 
irk. This hill bu » spadona plun on the Cop 
ind a fine lake tbeie ; but tbe deicent is w 
nd ilippety, it is aarpiisii^ to see thew chuT' 
I so »t«adilj as thej do. Yet I was not half 
h a&aid of breakiog my Deck, as I was of latl- 
[ ; and the eTODt has showed that I placed my 
gbt. 

otbei mouDtains are now all passable foi a 
and very fruitful in Tines and pastuiea : amoog 
I a breed of the finest goats in the world. Ac- 
et U Cbe but; and soon after we entered Font 
risin, tbe frontier town of Frsnce, whose bridge 
lis kingdom and the dominions of Savoy. Tbe 
light we amved lata at this town, where I 
id nothing Co do bat to take care of my health. 

myself already out of danger, and am deter- 
that tbe sore throat, wliich still remains, shall 
fine me long, 1 am impatient to see tbe ciiri- 
of this famous city, and more impatient to 
my Joumey to Paris, (lom whence I hope to 
ou a more diverting letter than it il possible 
to do now, with a mind weakened by sickness, 
muddled with spleen, from a sorry inn, and a 
ir crammed with morliiying objects of apothe- 
riaJs and bottles. 
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Lin. 

TO MR. POPE. 

I 
Lyons, Sept. 28, O. S. 1718. 

I RFXxivED yours here, and should thaok you for the 
)tlea8ure you seem to enjoy from my retnni ; bat I 
can hardly forbear being angry at you for rejoidng it 
what displeases me so much. You will think thii 
but an odd compliment on my side. I will assure von 
it is not from insensibility of the joy of seeing my 
friends ; but when I consider that I must jat the same 
time see and hear a thousand disagreeable imperti* 
nents, that I must receive and pay visits, make cart- 
Kies, and assist at teatables, where I shaU be half 
killed with questions ; and, on the other part, that I 
am a creature that cannot serve any body but with 
insignificant good wishes ; and that my presence it 
not a necessary good to any one member of my native 
coiintry, I tliink I might much better have staid 
where ease and quiet made up the happiness (^ my 
indolent life. I should certainly be melancholy if I 
pursued this theme one line further. I will rather 
till tlie remainder of this paper with the inscriptions 
on the tables of brass that are placed on each side of 
the town-house. 

I. TABLE. 

MaTorum. nostr : : : sii : : : equidem. primam. om- 
nium, illam. cogitationem. hominum. quam. maxime. 
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primam. occursanmi. miM. provideo. deprecor. nr. 
quasi. noTBm. iBtam. rem. introdnd. eihonescatis. 
ied. lUa- podua. cogiteda. qusm. multa. in. hac civi- 
taCe. hotbCb. lint. et. quidem. staliin. ab. arigisf. 
nibia. noatrs. in. quod, fornms. gtatusque. rei. p. nos- 
tra- didocUu ait. 

Qaondam. reges. banc, (enueie. uibem. ne. ttimeii. 
domeitida. BUCceasoiibuB. earn. Oadete. condgit. Bu- 
perrenere. alieni. et. quidam. eitemi. ut. NuDa. 
Bomnlo. loccesaerit. er. Sabinis. Teoieiu. lidnus. 
quidam. sed. tunc, eitemua. ut. Auco. Maicio. Frls- 
Cna.Titrqumiua. propter, temeratum. Baaguinem. quod. 
patre. Demaiato. Corinthio, natoa. erat. «t. Tarquini- 
eniL lUBtie. generosa. sed. inopi. ut. qus. tali, marito. 
necefae. babuerit. succumbeie. cum. domi. lepelleie- 
toT. a> geraudia. honoribua. poatqaaitr. Rornam. mi- 
grant, reguum. adeptns. eu. haic. quoque. et. filia. 
nepotiTe. ejua. nam. et. hoc. inter, auctores. diacrepat. 
incretoa. Serriua. Tulliua. ai. Doatroa. aequimui. cap- 
tivB. dbCus. Ocieaia. si. Tuacos. coeli. quoDdam. Vi- 
veniue. Bodalia. fideliesimua. omuieque. ejua. caaus. 
Gomea. poalquam. varia. foittuia. eiactua. cum. onini- 
bos. reliquia. Coeliani. eieidtug. ECnria. exceasit. 
Montem. Coelium. occnpavil. et. a. duce. ano. Ctx'lio. 
ita. appellitatua. mutatoqne. nomine, nain. Tusce. 
Maatama. ei. Domen. erat. ita. appellatua. est. ut. 
diiL et. legnum. aainma. cum. reip. utilitate, obtinuil. 
d^de. poatquam. Tajquiui. Supeibi. moies. iuviai. 
dvitatL noatne. ease, coeperunt. qua. ipaiua. qua. lili' 
OTum. ajuB. nempe. pertssum. eat. menteB. regni. et. 
ad. coniulea. annuoa. magiatratus. admiuiatratio. reip. 




• ^°'»"«- reverts. 



II. 



TABLE. 



i- "O'-o : • . n' ■ •■ •■ •■ ••sane • . 

n Cssar of '^ •• Aug l " •• •• •• : : ; . . 
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■i5re 
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^1 
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Van 
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L dedneo. 
I. nceidoljoniiii. 
a. ptnmonui. d^nitatu. 
t. dinim. Domen. J&troms. taceam* 
odi. illud. pBleatficum. piodigamn. quod. ante. in. 
DUun. coaaalBtnm. iatulic. quam. colonia. aaa. >oli- 
m. ciTiCatis. Komante. benefidum. coiuecuta. eat. 
mo. ds. fratie. ejaa. poaimn. dicere. mueiabili. qni- 
ta. iiidigniaumoque. hoc. casu. uL Tobia. utilia. se- 

rempoa. eit. jam. TL Cicsaj. Genoasice. detegeie. 

Patrilnu. Cooacriptii. quo. tendat. oncio. tua. jam. 

im. ad. aitiemoa. fines. Gallis. NarbouenaU. ve- 

itL 

ToL ecce. inaignei. juTsnes. qoot. intneoi. aon, 

igia. aunt, poenilendi. aenMOrib. quam. poaniteC. 

. im^inea. majorum. auorum. AllohrogicL nomea. 
pore. quod. u. 1^. ita. esse. couaentitU. quid, ultra. 
nderatia. qnam. nt vobia. d^to. demoDStrem. ao- 
D. ipaum. ultra, fines, provindx. Narboneiuia. jam. 
baa. lenacoiea. mitteie. quaado. ex. Lugdnao. habere. 
•. noatri. oidinia. Tims. non. poenitet. timide. qui- 
SL P. C. egreBins. adaueloa. famiUaresqaB. mbii. 

n. GaUiie. cBoaa. agenda, eat. in. qua. n. qui*. 
s. intuetur. quod, bello. Per. decern, anoos. eiei- 
sunt. Divom. Julium. idem, oppoaat. centum, an- 
rntn. inunobilem. fidem. obaequiumque. moltia. tri- 
!ia. rebua. noalrii. pluaquam. eipertuin. iUi. (latii, 
a> Dnuo. GennaDiam. evM^^'o. vujua. i^tMw.. 



J 
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fua. securamqae. a. tergo. pacem. pv^^^t/z^suof 
({uiilem. cum. ad. census, novo. turn, one/r. et. ^ 
adsueto. Galliis. ad. belluzn. avocatus. esseL q^^^^ 
opus. quam. arduum. sit. nobis, nunc. cum. maiir^^' 
(|uamvi8. nihil, ultra, quam. ut. publice. note, n^^^ 
facultates. nostnc. ezquiratur. nimis. magno. ezpej!^: 
meuto. cognoscimus. 

1 was also showed, without the gate of St. Jostinus, 
some remains of a Roman aqueduct ; and behind the 
monastery of SU Mary there are the ruins of the im* 
perial palace where the Emperor Claudius was bonii 
and where Severus lived. The great cathedral of 
St. John is a good Gothic building, and its clock 
much admired by the Germans. In one of the most 
conspicuous parts of tlie town is the late king's statae 
set up, trampling upon mankind. I cannot forbear 
sapng one word here of the French statues (for I 
never intend to mention any more of them) with 
their gilded full-bottomed wigs. If their king had 
intended to express, in one image, ignorance, ill tasU, 
and vanity, his sculptors could have made no other 
figure so proper for that purpose as this statue, which 
represents the odd mixture of an old beau, who had 
a mind to be a hero, with a bushel of curled hair od 
his head, and a gilt trunch^n in his hana. The 
French have been so voluminous on the history of 
this town, I need say nothing of it. The houses are 
tolerably well built, and the Belle Cour well planted, 
from whence is seen the celebrated joining of the 
Saone and llhone, 

'' Ubi Rhodanns ingcns aninc precrapido flnit. 
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I bsve had tune to tee eyerj thing with gretit leianre, 
liavuig been confined ■eieial da.y» to this town by & 
■welling in mj thio&t, the remainB of a (eveii occa- 
lioned by a cold I got in the damps of the Alps. The 
doctors beie thieatea me with all aorta of diitempen, 
If I d&re to IsBTe tbem ; but I, that know the obsti- 
aacj of it, think it jiut w possible to cootiiiue my 
■ray to FarU. with it, sa to go about the streets of 
Ijyota ; and am determined to pursoe my journey tO> 
morrow, in spita of doctors, apothecaries, and soie 

When you see Lady Rich, tell her I have received 
her letter, and will answer it bom Paris, beliering 
that the place that she would most willingly hear of. 
I am, &c. &L'. 



TO THE lADY RICH. 



1 CAHNOT give my dear Lady Rich a better proof of 
the plessure I hare ia writing to her, than choosing 
to do it in this seat 9t various amusements, where I 
am accabUed with visits, and those so full of vivacity 
)Uid compliments, that it is full empk^ment enough 
to hearken, whether one answers or not. The French 
emhasskdress at Constantinople has a very consider- 
able and numerous &mily here, who all come to see 
me, and are never weary of making inquiries. The 
air of Paris has already bad&^otA^ec^'u^^isQ.-E&'^s 
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for I was never in better health, thofogh I hare been 

extremely ill all the road irom Lyona to this place. 

^'ou may jadge how agreeable the journey has bees 

to me ; which did not want that addition to make 

me didike it. I think nothing bo teniUe as object! 

of miseiy, except one had the godlike attribute of 

being capable to redress them ; and all the ooimtiy 

villages of France show nothing else. While the 

]>08thorses are changed, the whole town comes out 

to beg, with such miserable starved faces, and tbii 

tattered clothes, they need no other eloquence to 

persuade one of the wretchedness of their condition. 

This is all the French magnificence till you come to 

Fontainbleau, when you are showed one thousand 

five hundred rooms in the king's hunting palace. 

The apartments of the royal family are very large, 

niid richly gilt ; but I saw nothing in the architecture 

or painting worth remembering. The long gallery, 

built by Henry IV. has prospects of all the king's 

houses. Its ^'alls are designed after the taste of 

those times, but appear now very mean. The park 

is, indeed, finely wooded and watered, the trees well 

jTro^Ti and planted, and in the fish ponds are kept 

tame carp, said to be, some of them, eighty years of 

age. The late king passed some months every year 

at this seat ; and all the rocks ftund it, by the pious 

sentences inscribed on them, show the devotion in 

fasliion at his court, which I believe died with him ; 

at least, I see no exterior marks of it at Paris, where 

all people's thoughts seem to be on present diversion. 

I'he fair of St. Lawrence is now in season. You 

may be sure I have been carried thither, and think 

it much better disposed. \!b»si ova% q( E«artholomew. 
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The tlu^ being &U let in raws bo regnluly uid well 
lighMd, they nude up a veiy »greeable ipectacle. 
But I ma not at all satisfied nith the groiMurtle of 
tbtdr hailequin, no more than with their music at 
the open, which was abominahly grating, after bdnjj 
used to that of Italy. Theii house is a booth, com- 
pared to that of the Haymarket, and the play-house 
not BO neat as that of Uiicota's Inn Fields ; but then 
it must be owned, to theii ptaise, their tragediana are 
much beyond any of ours. I should hardly alJow 
Mrs- 0****d a better place than to be confidanle to 
La***. I h»Te seen the tragedy of Bajazet so well 
Tflpresented, that I think out beet actors can be only 
Mid to apeak, but the' e to feel ; and it ia certainly 
infinitely more moyiog to see a man appear unhappy, 
than to hear him say that he is bo, with a Jolly face, 
andaBtupid smirk in hia countenance. — J-pr<^HU ol 
countenances, I must tell jou something of the French 

ladies ; I haye seen all the beauties, and such (I 

cannot help making use of the coarse word I aauseous 
Breatuiea I bo fantastically absurd in their dress ! so 
monstronaly onnatural in theii paints ! their hair cut 
jlioit, and curled round their faces, and so loaded 
with ponder, that it makes it look hke white wool ! 
and on their cheeks to their chins, unmerdfuJly laid 
on a shining red japM, that glistens in a most flaming 
manner, so that they seem to hare do resemblance to 
human faces. I am iqit to belisTe, that they took the 
Gist faint of their diesa fiom a fail sheep newly rud- 
dled. It is with pleasure I recollect my dear pretty 
countrywmnen : and if I was wiiting to any I)ody else, 
J should say that these giotesque daubers give me 
■till a higher esteem of the uMoial cVuqa •& &«»^ 



■*-?! 



TO KE. T • • •. 

Piri., Del. 

Vou see I sm just lo my word, in wrii 
Paria, wbere 1 waa vrry much aoipii 
■istei ; I need Dot add, -rery much pi 
little expected to see me bb j' Ler (hari 
my late letters) ; and this meeting woi 
thehandofDeScudeiie; but 1 shall : 
style so br Bs to tell you how oftea 
how she inquired "by what odd -t'hance I 
ConsUntiaople? AndJ ansnered herl 
md.BnturB brought bar (0 Paris To ah, 
all Questionfl and anawen, and eicl 
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e kiDg'a .caloaet of autiques and medda is, in- 
verj richly Aimulied. Among that collection 
pleued nut to well as the apotheosis of Geima' 
, on a large agate, which is one of the moat deli- 
rieces of the kind that J remembei to have SMO. 
ined some andant staMee of grsat Talne. But 
auseous Satteiy, and tavdiy pandl of La Bmn. 
juallj disgusting in the gslleiy. I will not pie-- 
to describe to yoa the great apaitneut, the vast 
:y of fooataing, the theatre, the grove of ^sop'a 
I, &c. alt which ;ou ma; read very amply parti- 
Lied in some of the French authors that have 
paid for theae descriptionB. Trianon, in its lit- 
is, pleased me better than Versailles ; Maili bet- 
laa either of them ; and St. Cload best of all ; 
ig the adrantn^ of the Seine running at the 
m of the gardens, the great cascade, &C. Yon 
find inframation in the aforeaud books, if yon 
any curiosity to know the eiact number of the 
as, and how many feet they cast ap the water. 
e saw the king's pictures in the magnificent 
9 of the Duke d'Antin, who has (he caie of pro- 
ng them till his majesty is of age. There are 
aany, but of the best hands. I looked with great 
nn on the archangel of Raphael, where the sen- 
na of lupeiior beings are as well expressed as in 
m. You will not lorgiTe me if I say nothing of 
Fmleries, much finer than our Mail ; and the 
> more agreeable than our Hyde-park, the high 
giving shade in the hottest season. At the 
're 1 h&d the oppnrtnnity of seeing the king, ac- 
lanied bj the duke regent. He is tall and well 
ed, but has not the Kii lA to\ains{,'iiB. cunra. «> 
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niauy years as his grandfather. And now 
si>«aking of the court, I must say I saw nothi^ ^ 
France that delighted me so much as to see an J^^ 
hshman (at least a Briton) absolute at Paris ; 1 1^ ^< 
INIr. Law*, who treats their dukes and peers extrei^^^ 
(le haut tn bos, and is treated by them with the utn^^*^ 
^ubmisBion and respect. — Poor souls I — ^This reflection 
on their abject slarwy puts me in mind of the plan 
des victoirea; but I will not take up your time and 
my own with such descriptions, which are too nume- 
rous. 

ill general, I think Paris has the advantage of 
I^ondon, in the neat pavement of the streets, and the 
re^oilar lighting of them at nights, and in the propor- 
tion of the streets, the houses being all built of stone, 
and most of those belonging to people of quati^, 
being bcautiiied by gardens. But we certainly may 
l»oast of a town very near twice as large ; and when 
I have said that, I know nothing else we surpass it 
in. I sliall not continue here long ; if you have any 
thing to command me during my short stay, write 
soon, and I shall take pleasure in obeying you. 

I am, &c. &c. 

* Mr. Law was the projector of the Mississippi scheme, sad 
tliu colonisation of Lonisiana, similar in its plan and eveot tu 
oiir South Sua bubble. 
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TO THE ABBOT. 




DoTW, 0. 


!i. ai, 0. S. 



I AK willing to take ;oui word for it, thai I shall 
leilly oblige yoa, by letting you know, u aoon as 
poffiibla, my safe paiwage orei the water. I amTeci 
thia momiDg at Dorer, after being tossed a whole 
night in the packet-boat, in so violent a maimer, that 
the BMSter, conaidemig the weakness of his vessel, 
thought it proper to remove ■ the mail, ttnd give ua 
notice of the danger. We called a little fishing host. 
wbirlt could hardly mi^e up to us ; while all the 
people on board us were crying to Heaven. It is 
bard to imagine one's self in a scene of greater horror 
than on such an occasiou ; and yet, shall I own it to 
youl though I was not at all willing to be drowned, 
I could not forbear being entertained at the double 
distress of a fellow passenger. She was an English 
lady that I had met at Calais, who desired me to let 
her go over with me in my cabin. She had bought a 
fine point-head, which she was contriving to conceal 
horn the custom-house officers. When the wind grew 
high and our Uttte vessel cracked, she fell very heartily 
to her prayers, and thought wholly of her soul. Whea 
it seemed to abate, she returned to the worldly care 

of her headdress, and addressed herself to me 

" Dear madam, will you take care of this point 1 if it 
should be loitl— -All, Lord, we stoSna.'i«\"».v'-— 



Lord have meraj on ny Mml I — Paty, ^ 

rare of this headdress." This easy tiaoa'Cuxt Vw! 
]u-T soul to her headdress, and the alteniate '^o^!^ 
tliat both gave her, made it hard to determine ^v-.KjrJ 
slic tliought of greatest value. But, however^ ^^ 
.Si-one was not so diverting, but I was glad to ^tjn/ 
of it, and be thrown into the little boat, though with 
some hazard of breaking my neck. It brought me 
safu hither; and I cannot help looking with partial 
•. yes on my native land. That partiality was certainly 
1,'ivcu us by nature, to prevent rambling, the effect of 
a>i ambitious thirst after knowledge, which we are 
n it formed to enjoy. All we get by it, is a fruitletf 
ilr-sirc of mixing the different pleasures and coDve- 
iiioncies wliich are given to the different parts of the 
world, and cannot meet in any one of them. After 
having read all that is to be found in the languages 
I am mistress of, and having decayed my sight by 
midnight studies, I envy the easy peace of mind of a 
ruddy milkmaid, who, undisturbed by doubt, hears 
the sermou, with humility, every Sunday, not having 
(onfounded the sentiments of natural duty in her 
head by the vain inquiries of the scliools, who may 
hf> more learned, yet, after all, must remain as igno- 
rant. And, after having seen part of Asia and Africa, 
aiid almost made the tour of Europe, I think the 
honest English squire more happy, who verily be- 
lieves the Greek wines less delicious than March 
beer; that the African fruits have not so fine a fla- 
vour as golden pippins ; that the beca-figuas of Italy 
are not so well tasted as a rump of beef ; and that, 
ill short, there is no perfect enjoyment of this life out 
of Old England. I pray God 1 ma."^ think so for the 
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r my life ; uid, since I luuM be contented with 
;anty aUowance of daylight, tbaC 1 may forget 
iliveniag ion of Constuitbiople. 

I Kn, &C. ate 



Lvn. 

HR. POPE TO LADY MONTAGU. 



E been (what I never was till now) in debt to 
or a letter some weeks. 1 was informed you 
at sea, and tliat it was to no purpose to write 
me news had been heard of yoor aniTiag sonie- 
f or Dtbet. Besides 1 have had a second dan- 
i illne^, from which I was more diligent to be 
•red than from the first, hnving now some hopes 
ing yon again. If you make any low in Italy, 

'noogh to have met you Iliere. 1 am very rer- 
can never be polite unless I travel witli you : 
is never to be repaoied. the loss that Homer 
Blained, for want of my translaling him in Asia, 
rill coUe hither full of criticiEniB against a man 
ranted nothing to be in the right but to have 
joa company ; you base no way of making me 
Is, but by continuing an Asiatic when you reiuru 
whatever flnglish airs you may put on to other 

■odigiouslj long for jovit B(in:iiB\a,->jtMX Mmas£«i.. 




yow oiiMtal Iwananig i h a X I tag far aol^ 
»«cli M jov coBBtal mH Ymifvut^jM 
be «AmmmI w 4v tat into trae Bitan and {rin 
of j—w MBW,- bgr ^lxB*> ^^'■M y«nni* raddaoM 
Ettrt, that I dun look upon joa ao ao Bin| 
j o iu j g wf diiB yoa irciie,iO anich wu m m in 
(tlukt if, trntli) md iafincj (tint u, openM 
oipect to MO jovr lool at-mnch thinnor dm 
your body; and that yoa liate kit oC m « 
and cambanOiM, a gatat many* EvofMva 
WitlMMitoffBnco toyovrmodeolybeit apokn, 
a boniiiif 6Mn to see your aool ataik nakad 
am confident it ii tho prettieat kind of wbito 
the uniTorae. But I fofget whom, I am talk 
yoa may poasibly by this time believe, aocon 
the prophet, that yoa have none; if 00, ahow a 
which cornea next to a sool ; you may eaai)y 
upon a poor ignorant Chzistian £oir a soul, and 
him aa well with it ; — ^I mean your heart ;•— Ma 
I think, allows you hearts; which (togethe 
fine eyes and other equivalents) are wcnrth ) 
souls on this side the worUL But if I must I 
tent with seemg your body only, God aemd it ti 
quickly : I honour it more thim the diamond 
that held Homer's Iliads ; for in the very twii 
one eye of it there is more wit, and in the toi; 
pie of one ched^ of it there is more meaning, tl 
the souls that ever were casually put into 1 
since men had the making of them* 

I have a mind to fill the rest of this paper n 
accident that happened just under my eyes, ai 
made a great impression upon me. I have just, 
part^of this summer at an old romantic seat 




Lord Harcourt's, which he lent die. It overlnoke a 
common 6eld, where, nndei the ahsde of a Lajcock, 
■BC two lover*, afl corutant at ever were found in ro- 
nuncc.^Muaalh a apreading beech. The name of the 
one (let it aound u it will) wu John Hewet, of the 
athBT Sarah Drew. John waa a well set man of about 
flve-and-twent;, Sarah a brown woman of dj;htcen. 
John had foi sevoral montha borne the labour of the 
daj ID the aame field with Sarah ; when she milked, 
it was his morning and evening cba^ to bring the 
cam to her pail. Their love was the talk, bat not 
the acandal, of the whole neighbonrhiwd ; for all they 
aimed u was the blameless possessum of each other 
in muriage. It waa bat this Ter; mommg that he 
had obtained her parents' consent, and it was but till 
the neit week that they were to wait to be happy. 
Perhaps this very day, in the intervals of their work, 
tbej were talking of dieir wedding clothes ; and John 
was now matching seieral kinds of poppies and field 
flowers to her complexion, to make her a present of 
knots for the day. While they were thus employed 
(it was on the last of July), a terrible storm of than- 
der and lightning arose and drove (he labourers to 
vbat shelter the trees or hedges afforded. Sarah. 
frighted and out of breath, sunk on a haycock, and 
John (who never aeparated tiom her) sat by her 
mde, having raked two or three heaps together to 
secure her. Immediately there was beard so loud a 
crack as if heaven had biuvl BsOnder. The labourers, 
all solicitous for each other's safety, called to one 
another : those that were nearest our lovers, bearing 
no answer, stepped to the place where Ihey lay : they 
first saw a JiiUe smoke, and after> tlua WCi£vd '^ws ~i 



ifot batmen hwlMHlk Tkqr-'W 
iaj in €ne gn*«, in tha pwU «l 
in Oxfoidihire ; where my Lord i 
quest, liu eipcteil n monumeot in 
following epilapha whirL I made 
thoMn the gorily one : J liki neitl 
hid been in England to haTS done 
I tbink il VH8 what you rould not 



Km piljlDC HmVii !h 
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Upon the wIioIb, I cannot think theie people un- 
, tu^py. The greatest happiness, next to living as 
tlkey would liSTe done, ma to diti u they did. The 
gr^test honoui people of this lovr degree could have 
was to be remembered on a Httle monnment; unless 
you will give them another, — that of being honoured 
with > tear from the fineat eyes in the world. I 
kiurw you have tendemeee ; yoa must have it ; it is 
the (eiy emanation of good sense and virtue ; the 
' fineit joiuds, like the finest metals, dissolre the 

But when you are reflecting upon objects of pity. 
pr^ do not iorget one who bad no sooner found out 
an object of the highest estepm, than he was seps- 
ratad Cram it ; and who is so very unhappy as not to 
ba susceptible of conaoiation from others, by being so 
miserably in the right as to think other women what 
they really ate. Such a one cannot but be despe- 
rately fond of any ctealure that is quite di^rent 
from these. If the Circassian be utterly void of such 
honour as these hare, and such virtuB as these bosst 
of, I am content. I had detested the sound of lumeil 
woman, and bming ipoiuf, ever since I heard the pretly 
name of OiUiliche, Dear Madam, I am for ever 
Youni. &c. 

My most humble serrices to Mr. Wortley. Pray 
let me bear fo>m you soon, though I shall vety soon 
writs agaio, I am confident half oui letters are lost. 
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Lvni. 



Dover, Nov. 1, O. S. ins. 

I UA\E this minute received a letter of yoors, sent 
me from Paris. I believe and hope I shall very soon 
see both you and Mr. Congreve ; but as I am here 
in an inn, where we stay to regulate our march to 
Ivondon, bag and baggage, I shall employ some of 
my leisure time in answering that part of yours that 
seems to require an answer. 

I must applaud your good nature, in supposing, 
that your pastoral lovers (vulgarly called haymakers) 
would have lived in everlasting joy and harmony, if 
the lightning had not interrupted their scheme of 
happiness. I see no reason to imagine that John 
Hughes and Sarah Drew were either wiser or mcxe 
virtuous than their neighbours. That a well set roan 
of twenty-five should have a fancy to marry a brown 
woman of eighteen, is nothing marvellous; and I 
cannot help thinking, that had they married, their 
lives would have passed in the common track with 
their fellow parishioners. His endeavouring to shield 
her from the storm was a natural action, and what 
he would have certainly done for his horse, if he had 
been in the same situation. Neither am I of opinion, 
that their sudden death was a reward of their mutual 
virtue. You know the Jews were reproved for think- 
ing a village destroyed by fire more wicked than those 
that had escaped the thunder* Time and chance 




>p«n to all men. Since ;oa desire me lo tiy mj 
1 in Mk epitaph, I tliiiik the following linei perhaps 
re juit, though not to poetiol as jean. 



OlHhl.|»orc 


»,pl,U 


m m dead 


Od Si>«l>y nc 


nthfy 


ibDDld biv 


Btu •« how BM\y I).Ji>«> ,!, «ii 


On Tliiniliy ] 




llD-d Uld Jl| 


TbeK lender Ic 




.dJy rriehte 


Shcltn'd btae. 




cocHlDE hi; 


In faopo lo p>. 






B-KbtMiO, 




r^ndTh'^ 




ftirltii 


il md no do 


And, Kiiii^ 01 


1 tbtir 1 


Irembling fc 


Coulgn'd then 


no the 


»b«le.ofd 



H^ J<dntry cot»d Uie mtrrUge chain ; 

confesa these sentuuentg are not alti^thsr so 
>ic as youn ; hut I bope jod will folate them in 
mr of the two i»»t lines. You see how ninch I 
em the hoDOui you have done them ; though I am 
Tery impatient (o have the same, and had ralher 
diroe to be jonr stupid living humble serraot, tlwa 
eltbraltd by all the pens in Euiope. 

would wrile to Coogrere, but suppose you will 
I this to him, if he inquires after me. 




LETTERS 



THE EMBASSY TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 




LETTERS. 



HAvmG (like other undeieivtiig people) a vast opi- 
oion of my own meriU. and some small fctth ia your 
iinceii^, I believed It impossible jou ahould forget 
me, and therefore veiy impudently eipected a long 
letteF from yon tMs morning; but Heaven, which 
yoQ know delists in abasing tlie proud, has, I find, 
decreed no such thing; and, notwithstanding my 
vanity and your tows, I begin to fancy myself for- 
gotten ; and this epistle comei, in humble mtmner, 
to kiss your hands, and petition for the ecanty alms 
of one little Tisit, though Dsrer bo short: pray, madam, 
for God's sake, have pity on a poor prisoner^ — one 
ittle vxHit — BO may God sead you a fine hiiBband, 
^utinuance of beauty, &c. ; but if you deny my re- 
]uest< and make a jest of my tendetnesa (which, be- 
tween friends, I do think a little apon the ridiculouB)i 

[ do TOW nerar to ; but I had better not vow, 

'or I shall certainly love you, do what you will — 
iough I beg you would not tell some certain people 
if that fond eipieseion, who wiU itA^Si^-j «i^.'i»K' 
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you to follow the abominable maTi-ma of no answer, 
ill treatment, and so forth, not considering that sudi 
conduct is full as base as beating a poor ¥nretch who 
has liis hands tied ; and mercy to the distressed is a 
mark of divine goodness. Upon which godly con- 
sideration I hope you will afford a small visit to yoor 
disconsolate 

M, Pl£RR£P0NT. 



LX. 



TO MRS. WORTLEY». 

Ash Wednesday, 1709. 
Tina comes to inquire after your health in the first 
place ; and if there be any hopes of the recovery of 
my diamond 1 If not, I must content myself with 
reckoning it one of the mortifications proper to this 
devout time, and it may serve for a motive of homili- 
ation. Is not this the right temper with which we 
ought to bear losses which ? 



* Mi}«. was at that time the regnlar address to thott 

uitiiiairied ladits, who had completed their education.— <S'c^ 

tS'pectator, &c. 




TO MRS, WORTLEY. 

How often, m; dear Mrs. Wortlej, muet I assure 
you that your letters are ever agreeable, and, beyond 
BTpression, welconia to met Depend upon it that 1 
rocton tbs correapondence you favour- me willi toii 
great a hsppiuees to neglect it; there ia bo danger 
of your fault ; I rather fear to grow troubleBome bj' 
my ackaoirledgmentg. I will not believe you flatter 
me; I will look upon what you nay as Dn obligini; 
mark of your partiality. How happy must I think 
myHlf when 1 fancy your friendship to me even great 
fioOogb to overpower your judgment^ I am afraid 
this is one of the pleasoies of the imagination, and 1 
dnnnot be so very successful in m earnest and im- 
potlaDt a wish. This letter is eicessiiely dull. Do 
ymi know it is from my vast desire of pleasing you, 
■9 there is notluag more ftequent than for the Toici- 
to falter when people sing before judges, or, as those 
arguments are always worst where the orator is in a 
pasaioDv Believe me, I could scribble three sheets 

to (I must not name), but to twenty people. 

that have not so great a share of my esteem, anil 
whose friendubip is not so absolutely necessary Tor 
my happiness, but am quite at a loss to you. I will 
not commend your letters (let them deserve never so 
much), because I will show yoa it is $o«ai'b\& Vn tcte 
lo forbear wblU I have a mind to,nlie^\V.itfro Vi.'vk 
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your desire I should do so. My dear, dear, adiea! 
I am entirely yours, and wish nothing more tho 
that it may be some time or other in my power to 
convince you that there is nobody dearer than yon^ 
self to 

M. PlERBEPOOT. 

I am horridly ashamed of this letter : pray hsvfH 
you may not tldnk it too inconaideTable to be laa^JBti 
at — that may be. 



LXII. 

TO MRS. WORTLEY. 

Aognst 8, 1700. 
I SHALL run mad — ^witn what heart can people write, 
when they believe their letters will never be receiiedl 
I have already writ you a very long scrawl, but it 
seems it never came to your hands ; I cannot bear to 
be accused of coldness by one whom I shall love all 
my life. This will, perhaps, miscarry as the last did; 
liow unfortunate am I if it does ! You will thiols I 
forget you, who are never out of my thoughts. Yoo 
will fancy me stupid enough to neglect your letters, 
when they are the only pleasures of my solitude ; is 
sliort, you will call me ungrateful and insensiUe, 
when I esteem you as I ought, in esteeming joa 
above all the world. If I am not quite so unha]^y 
as I imagine, and you do receive this, let me know 
it as soon aa ^ou. c^ai-, iox ^sJ^^^a. \ %Va11 be in ter- 
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M ; and let me bag ifoa for Ihe foCoie, 
do not teceive letten ver; oonatantl; friHn.mei 
ne the poMbof killed — imagine tlie mail bomt 
Hime othei Btmge acddenti yon can j»'»g'"« 
ig to impouible at that I forget yon, mj dear 
Wortley. I know no pretence 1 have to yoaz 
opinion bnt my hearty deBiring it : I wilh I 
hat imagination you tsU of, to render me a 
coiTEipondent far you, who can write bdwsU 
eiy thing. I am now so much ahme, I have 
B to paas whole days in reading, but ain not at 
]per for so delicate an employment ai choosing 
ooka. Your own fancy will better direct yon. 
rudy at present ii nolhmg but dictionariea and 
uarB. I am trying whether it be poanble to 
without a mastei : I am not certain (and dare 
i bope) I ihall make any great progreea ; but I 
he study AL> divening, 1 am not only easy, but 
:d with the solitude that indulges it. I Ibrgel 
is such a pisce as London, and wish for no 
my but youie. You s«e, my dear, in making 
easures consist of these unfashionable diveraianB, 
not of the number who cannot be easy out of 
ode. I believe more follies are committed out 
nplaisance to the world, than in following our 
inctinatioiu — Nature is seldom in the wrong, 
n ^ways ; it is with some regret 1 follow it in 
e impertinences of dress ; the compliance is so 
I, it comforts me : but I am amazed to see it 
Ited even in the most important occBaions of 
.vet; and that people of good sense in other 




I infiiutuly lot 
will call thu oac imperii 



for raillery ; and I am not to take it as a tiling really 
■so ; but I will give you as serious an answer as if it 
was all true. 

When ^Ir. Cowley, and other i)eople (for 1 know 
several have leuriit afier the same manner), Wv re in 
places where they had opportunity of being learned 
by word of mouth, I do not see any violent necessity 
of printed rules ; but being where from the top of the 
house to the bottom not a creature in it miderstauds 
so much as even good English, without the help of a 
dictionary or inspiration, I know no way of attaining 
to any language. Despairing of the last, I am forced 
to make use of the other, though I do verily believe 
I shall return to London the same ignorant soul 1 
went from it ; but the study is a present amusement. 
I must own I have vanity enough to fancy, if I had 
any body with me, without much trouble perhaps I 
might read. 

What do you mean by complaining I never write 

♦r» vmi in tViA nnipf aitiiafirkTi nf miTKl T An in ntlior 
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being devoted to the €ne» iHidiiever Aa 

of tlie other. What I sm now doing is ^ rvty-gm 
[iroof of wliat I say, it is a plain undeB^siEs^ trud 
your friendship is die only happiness of my life ; uk 
whenever I lose it, I have nothing to do but to take 
one of my garters and search for a conyenient beiB. 
\'ou see how absolutely necessary it is for me to pR* 
s4Tve it. Prudence is at the very time saying to !«• 
are you madi you will not send this dull, tediov. 
insipid, long letter to Mrs. Wortley, will you? it ii 
the direct way to tire out her patience : if she senci 
you as you deserve, she will first langh very heotilji 
then tear the letter, and never answer it, purely to 
avoid the plague of such another: will her good 
nature for ever resist her judgment ? — ^I hearken to 
these counsels, I allow them to be good, and then— 1 
act quite contrary : no consideration can hinder me 
from telling you, my dear, dear Mrs. Wortley, nobody 
was ever so entirely, so faithfully yours, as 

M. PlERBEPONT. 

I put in your lovers, for I do not allow it posuUe 
for a man to be so sincere as I am ; if there was such 
a thing, tliough, you would find it ; I submit therefore 
to your judgment 

1 had forgot to tell you that I writ a long letter di- 
rected to Peterborough, last post ; I hope you will 
have it : — you see I foi^t your judgment, to depend 
upon your goodness. 




lADT HONTAOU'I 



LXIV. 
TO MRS. WORTLEY. 



M inSnite); obliged to jon. my dew Mrs. Wortley, 



-e the persoD from whom I would 
dioose to receive gifts aad graces ; I am vety well 
ntisfied to owe them to jour own dehc«cy of imdgi- 
nation, which TepnwentB to you the idea of n £ne 
ladj, and you have good Datnre enough to fancy I urn 
she. All thiB ia mighty well, bat you do not ato|) 
Aere : imagination ia booniiUeu. After giving me 
imagiuBiy wit and bem^, you give me im^inary 
paaoona, and yon tell me I am in loTe : if I laa, it ia 
« petfect Bin of ignoronce, far I do not eo much aa 
know the man's name I I have been stodying these 
three houra, and cannot goesa who you mean. 1 
passed the daya of Nottin|;ham races in Tboresby, 
without seeing or even wiabing to see one of the sex 
Now if 1 am in love, I have very bud fortune tu 
conceal it so induatriouslj from my own knowledge, 
and yet discover it so much to other pe(^le. It is 
against all form to have such a passion as that, witli- 
out giving one sigh for the Tnattei, Fray tell me the 
name of him 1 love, that I may (according to fho 
laudable custom of lovera) sigh to the woods an<i 
groves hereabouts, and teacix "u, Xn &«> »^i- "^"j*- 



106 ^^ 

»««1« »ir«,v J!t* « *e *^°T 'better,-. 
'»" then TOuT "* "««»y toa>^ S^xJ 9«»litie5 

*^'^ either of oth«r. "* *" "^wSi *"" "^ PW» 

""■w people, nor L„ ""^ '«>w jr ™ «ter aeoB- 

f .<«^i»aiati^lt^ ^ """* ^^ ^'^ ^^ »^ 
"««• but it is all L??**'^<y-yoa J^ ** «^^ 
>:<"' believe mj . ^P'9°eiyi^" *^ tkink tii 

Of those fe^ „P'^ to my uneaanj^ '««h <*Mare, 
*'"« generality ^„"'^V» took „ L^ "P**"" I am 

^^^ With mef wr«»-'-iichia^.!r'"-*'«ified 

""""te easy ^^^jg 

^»«feitifcJ,4^, 



w 
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This letter is a good deal grave, and, like other 
grave things, dull ; but I will not ask pardon for what 
I caniiot help. 



LXV. 
TO MRS. WORTLEY. 

Sept. 5, 1709. 

Mt dear Mrs. Wordey, as she has the entire power 
of raising, can also, with a word, calm my passions. 
The kindness of your last recompenses me for the 
injustice of your former letter ; but you cannot sure 
be angry at my little resentment. You have read 
that a man who, with patience, hears himself called 
fafiietic, can never be esteemed a good Christian. To 
be capable of preferring the despicable wretch you 
mention to Mr. Wortley, is as ridiculous, if not as 
criminal, as forst^dng the Deity to worship a calf. 
Do- not tell me any body ever had so mean an opinion 
of my inclinations ; it is among the number of those 
things I would forget. My tenderness is always 
built upon my esteem; and when the foundation 
perishes, it falls : I must own, I think it is so with 
every body — ^but enough of this : you tell me it was 
meant for raillery — ^was not the kindness meant so 
tool I fear I am too apt to think what is amusement 
designed in earnest — ^no matter, it is for -my repose 
to be deceived, and I will believe whatever you tell 
me. 
I should be very glad to be infotme^ ci/l "^ xx^p^. 
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method, or whether there ia each a thing akne» bi 
am afindd to ask the quesdon: It may be leasou^ 
called preaamptian in a girl to have, her thoogbtt 
that way. Yoa are the only creature that I bi*< 
made my confidant in that case : 1 will assure yoa* 
I call it the greatest secret of my life. Adieu, m; 
dear, the post stays ; my next shall be longer. 



LXVI. 
TO MBS. WORTLEY. 

London, Dec. 7, 1709. 
JMy knight-errantry is at an end, and I believe I shall 
henceforward think freeing of galley-slaves and knock- 
ing down windmills more laadable undertakings thiin 
the defence of any woman's reputation whatever. To 
say truth, I have never had any great esteem for the 
generality of the fair sex ; and my only consolatioa 
for being of that gender, has been the assurance it 
gave me of never being married to any one among 
them ; but I own, at present, I am so much out of 
humour with the actions of Lady H***, that I never 
was so heartily ashamed of my petticoats before. 
You know, I suppose, that by this discreet match, 
she renounces the care of her children ; and I am 
laughed at by all my acquaintance for my faith in her 
honour and understanding. My only refuge is the sin- 
cere hope that she is out of her senses ; and taking 
herself for Queen of Sheba, and Mr. M*** for King 
Solomon, I do not think it c^t^ «^Tvdkukma ; but the 
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en.yoQ may well imagiDe, ore not >o cbuiwble, ud 
ley agree in the kind leflectiou, that nothiiig hinders 
omeu&am plajiugthe fool but not havini; it ui theii 
twsr. The many instancea that are to be fDuud to 
ipport thii <qiiiuon, oq^t to nuke the taw leaaoa. 
lie moie Tahied'-but where aie the nasoaable 



OUB hours are eo well employed, I hardly dare ofier 
>u this trifle to look orer ; but then, M> well am I 
^UBinled with the aweelneja of temper which ac- 
impauies yonr learaing, I dare erer aaouie myself 
* a pardon. Yon have already forgiTen me greatei ' 
ipertinencea, and condesceaded yet &rther in giving 
e instnictiona, and bestowing some of jtmr minulea 
teaching me. This surproing humiUty haa all the 
iect it ought to have on my heart ; I am sensible of 
e gratitude I owe to eo much goodaess, and how 
nch 1 am erer bound to be your serraat. Here ie 
;o work of one week of my aoliCode — by the many 
uit* in it your lordship will easily believe I ipenl 
I mace time apon it; it waahaidlj EouiiDK&.-iiQan.'V 



1 10 LADY aiOSTAGU'ft IfTTSBf. 

m-ai obliged to begin my joaxney, and I bid noi ko- 
sure to write it orer agaiiu — Yoa hare it hat ^jA- 
out any coixectioos, with all its blocs and tnm: I 
cndearoured at no beauty of style, bat to kt^ a 
literalJy as I could to the sense of the anthor. My 
only intention in piresenting it, is to msk yoor bvUip 
whether I have understood Epictetns ? The fiwdt 
c)ia|iter, particularly, I am afraid I hare mr***^— 
J^iety and greatness of sool set yoa above all wadm- 
tuues that can happen to yourself, except the cahn- 
nics of false tonguesj but that same piety wfaidi 
renders what happens to yourself indifferent to yoo. 
yet softens the natural compassion in your temper to 
tlie nearest degree of tenderness for the interests of 
the church, and the liberty and welfare of your coun- 
try : tlic steps that are now made towards the de- 
Htnution of both, the apparent danger we are in, the 
niaiiifeKt growth of injustice, oppression, and hypo- 
crisy, cannot do otherwise than give your lordship 
those hours of sorrow, which, did not your fortitude 
of soul, and reflections from religion and philoso]^T, 
hliorten, would add to the national misfortunes, by 
injuring the health of so great a supporter of oar 
sinking liberties. I ought to ask pajrdon for thii 
'ii^cssion : it is more proper for me in this place to 
say something to excuse an address that looks bo 
v(!ry presuming. My sex is usually forbid studies of 
this nature, and folly reckoned so much our proper 
s])Ii('r(^ tliat we are sooner pardoned any excess d 
that, tlian the least pretensions to reading or good 
sense. We arc permitted no books but such as tend 
to the weakening and effeminating of the mind. Onr 
natural defects axo e^ex^ n«^^ md.vd%ed, and it is 
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iMikeil upon u In a d^ree crlmiaal to improve our 
isasoD, or fluicy we have auj. We ua Uiigbt lo 
place ■!! oar ut in adoniing our ODtward forma, and 
pefuntud, without repn>ai:li, to eairj that ciuCom 
oreu to eitiaTagaiicy. whilo'our mindB aie entirel; 
neglected, and, bj disuse of reflections, filled with 
nothing but the tiifling object* our eyes are daily 
eotertained with, Thii custom, so lon^ eeCnblished 
aid iodoBtnausly upheld, makes it even ridiculous 
tb go out of the commoD road, and forces one to find 
M Many eicoiea, as if it were a thing altogether cri- 
Bunal not to play the fool in concert with othei 
women of qoali^, whose birth and leisuie only serve 
to render them the most useless and most worthless 
part of the creation. There is hardly a character in 
the world more despicable, or more liable to universal 
ridicule, than that of a learned woman : those words 
imfdy, according to the received sense, a talking, im- 
pertinent, vain, and conceited creatare. I believe 
nobody will deny that leuning may have this effect, 
bat it must be a very supei£cial degree of it. Eras- 
mns was certainly a man of great learning, and good 
sense ; and he seems to have my opinion of it, when 
he says, " Femina qum vera sapit, non videtur aibi 
aapere ; omtn, qun, cum nihil sapiat, sibi videtur 
sapere, ea demum bis stulta est" The Abhi Belle- 
gn^ gives a right reason for women's talking over 
much, that they know nothing, and every outward 
ob^t strikes their imagination, and produces a mul- 
titude of thoughiB, wMch, if they knew more, they 
would know not worth their thinking of. I am not 
now arguing for an equahty of the two sexes. 1 do 
not doubt but that Cod and a&t>ir« ^une ■Coi'ymi- <i» 
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ftlkm : we owe ubniieniM nnd subminan U) tlie tr 1 
perioi m ; uul Boy TComon viha taSen bor i 
■nil fblly u dmy Ihis, rebels a{,'Biogt the jgw of tk 
CreUor, anvl iuiiiaputable oidet of nature*, bul tliCK 
is a wnns etlect than this, wliirh Tollowa die EUclre 
education given lo women of quality, it being sa hsj 
for any mini of Benae> that finds it either his inlnc^l 
or his pleunre to corrupt them. The conunon melluil 
i?, to begin by attacking thojr religion; Ihey bring 
iheia a tbousand rallacious ikr^;uments, which tbeit 
excMsiTB ignorance hindciHthem from refilling: fwl 
I now spBsk ftom my own kuawledge and conitTs*- 
tinn among them, there are mote Btheiats among die 
tinu lailiea tlian the looaeet sort of rakes; and d» 
iiune ignorance that generaJIy works out into eicm 
of guperstilion, eiposes them lo the snares of inj 
who hate B fimcyto cany (hem to (he other eitreme, 
I have made my eicuses akeady too long, and will 
conclude io the words of Erasmus : " Vulgna Beaii' 
c]uod lingna Latina non convenit feminia, quia paimn 
fkcit ad tuendam illaram pudicitiam, quoniam rarum 
et inBoUrom eat, feminam scire Latinam, attamcti 
couauetudo omnium maJariun rerum magistra, Vf- 
corum efit feminam in Germania nataiti discere Gal- 
Kce.ntlDquaturcumbisquiBciaDt Gatlice : carotin 
ha belur indecorum discere Latina, ut ijuotldie conFi- 
bulett:r cum tot auctorihua tam facundis, tam erudide* 
tam aapienlibua, tam fidis conaultaiibus I Certe loihi 
quantulumcunque cerebri eat, mnlim in bonie studii^ 
conaumere, quam in preciboe line mente dietia, in 
pernoctibus coniiviis, in eihauiiendis capacibus pa- 
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LXVIII. 
TO MBS. WORTLEY. 



I BEtVBN you B thousand thante, my dear, for bo 
mgreeable an entertainment as your letter in our cold 
^maX^r where the §un appeaXH unwillingly. Wit is 
U wonderfully pleasing as a Bunshiny day; and, Co 
speak poetic^ly, FhicbuB ia very aparing of all his 
&VQun. I fancied youilettei an emblemof yourself: 
in lome parts I found the BofCnees of your Toice, aad 
IB otheis the livadcy of youi eyes : you are to eipect 
BO ntuin but bumble and heaity thanks, yet I can- 
Bot fori>eai entertumi^ you with oui York lorers. 
(Strange nHjnBters you will think, love being as much - 
forced op here as melons). In the first form of these 
croaluiee, is even Mr. Vanbnig. Heaven, no doubt, 
compasaionatuig our dulness, has inspired him witli 
ft passion that makes us all ready to die with laugh- 
isg : it is credibly reported that he is endeavouring 
U the honomable state of matrimony, and vows to 
lead a sinfal life do more. Whether pare balinesB 
iospiiea Ms mind, or dotage turns his brain, is hard to 
, find. It is certain he keeps Monday and Thursday 
market (atsemb^ day) constantly ; and for those thai 
do Dot regard worldly muck, thei« u cAnKn^cmai^ 



n4 



f 



,^ '*•« «ooS' '^'- ^dT^ W^/'^V' c 





LXX. 
TO MRS. WORTLET. 



et, my dear Mrs. Woitley, tiat you »i« «o ju»t 
e, to believe I could Dot 1ea.iB tbe town without 
ig you \ but, Tery much against my own indina- 
I am DOW at Tlioresby. Our journey has been 
bad ; bilt, in my opinion, the worst part of it 
—going from you. I hope you intend to bs kinder 
e this summer than you were tbe laat. There 
Is nothing to keep up tbe remembrance of you in 
leart ; but I would not think of you, and tbdnk 
forgetme. Farewell, my dear. My letter ahould 
mger, if it were poasible to mate it bo without 
lition ; but 1 have already told you I lore you, 
implored yoif notto forget me, which (aa I hope 



reache) is all 1 h 



TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

DiHC over youi letter as bat as eier I could, and 
raring it with the same ridiculous precipitaciiBi, 
d one part of it escaped my sight, and the other 
utook in several placea. Voura waa dated the 
I of August; it came noi Wbn ^ <a& V'iiJx. 




lit LAVT mouTMmu\ 

Yoa nj •omedung of a |»dD0t4M«C, &e. V 
me anoertain wbether yoa will leoeifc 
tnd firett me heert%. Kinjlmwi, yoo m 
your degtnictioou In my opiiiicm, thiB ii 
cootndictoiy to Mne otW eipraMMos. 
of being in love just m widows doof aili 
Steele hae obeeinred, in one of his pb^ 
moot peaeionate among Uiem lia^e alwa 
en0Q|^ to drive a hatd baigatn with the 
I new knew a lover that would not will 
hia interest as well as his miatieas; or, 
be abandoned, had not the prudence (ai 
distractions) to conaider, that a woman 
woman, and money was a thing of mop 
than the whole sex pat together. Your 
tell me, you should think yourself unc 
married me ; but if I would be so tende 
fess I should break my heart if you did n 
would consider whether you would or : 
you hoped you should not. I take thi 
right interpretation of-— even your kind 
destroy me of a sudden — I hope I am 
power — I would give a good deal to be a 
As to writing — that any woman woi 
thought she writ well. Now I say, nc 
common good sense would. At best, it i 
a silly thing well, and I think it is much 1 
do a siUy thing at all. You compare it 
Suppose the comparison just : — ^perhaps 
dress would become my fetce very well ; yi 
town would condemn me for the highest e 
if I went to court in it, though it impro^ 
miracle. There are a thousand thin^ 
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tbemBelTOB, wliicli custom makes nnfit to be done. 
This is to coaTince you I am bo tai from applauding 
my own conduct, my conscience flies in my fac6 every 
timo I think of it. Tbc generality of the world have 
• great indulgence tt> their own fblliea : without being 
a jot wiser than my neighbours, I Iibtb the peculiar 
mtalOTtuiie to know and condemn all the wrong things 
I do. 

Yon beg to know whether I would not be out of 
hamoiiT. The eiprednon is modest enough ; but 
that is not what you mean. In saying I could be 
■uy, I hare already said 1 should not be out of bu- 
Bioiu : but you would have me say 1 am violently in 
lore ; that is, finding you thinlt better of me than you 
deure, you would have me give jou a juat cause to 
caatenm me. I doubt much whether there is a crea- 
tms in the world humble enough to do thaC I should 
not think you more imreaBonable if you were in love 
witb my face, and asked me to disfigure it to make 
you easy. I bav» beard of some nuns that made use 
of that expedient to secure tbeir own happiness ; but, 
H^tfmnga* alt the popish saints and martyrs, 1 never 
read of one whose charity was sublime enough to 
nwke themselves deformed, or ridiculous, to restore 
thor lovers to peace and quietness. In abort, if no- 
thing can content yoa but despising me heartily, I am 
afraid 1 shaJl be always so barijarous as to wish you 
may esteem me as Icng as you live. 
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LXXII. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

I INTENDED to make no answer to your letter; it was 
something very ungrateful, and I resolyed to gite 
ovt?r all thoughts of you. I could easily have per- 
formed that resolve some time'ago, but then you took 
})ain9 to please me : now you have brought me to 
«*rtteom you, you-make use of that esteem to give me 
uneasiness ; and I have the displeasure of seeiDg I 
t'steem a man that dislikes me. Farewell, then : since 
yyi y^ill have it so, I renounce all the ideas I have 
so long flattered myself with, and will entertain my 
fancy no longer with the imaginary pleasure ofpleas- 
iri«]f you. IJow much wiser are all those iwomen I 
hare despised than myself! In placing their happi- 
ness in trifles, they have placed it in what is attain- 
able. 1 fondly thought fine clothes and gilt coaches, 
htills, operas, and public adoration, rather the fatigues 
of life ; and that true happiness was justly defined by 
-Mr. Dry den (pardon the romantic air of repeating 
verses) when he says. 

Whom Heaven would bless it does from pomp remove, 
And makes their wealth in privacy and love. 

riiese notions had corrupted my judgment as much 
as that of Mrs. Biddy Tipkin's. According to this 
scheme, I proposed to pass my life with you. I vet 
<lo you the justice to believe, if any man could have 
been contented willi \\\\s Tivecwcierc cj,^ ^vivcl^^ it woulil 




been ;ou. Your indifleience to me doM not 
^r me torn tbinking jou cBpsble of teiid«nieH 
he happiness of fiiendship ; but I find it is not 
I '^ou -nill evec have them : yoa think me all that 
testable ; yon accuse me of want of einceri^ and 
■osity. To convince jou of yonr mistake, I will 

yoa the last eitremes of both. 
hile I fooUshly fancied you loved me (which I 
ga I had never any great i^kmn for, more than 
1 wished it), thera is no condition of life I could 
lave been happy in with you, bo very much I 
you^I might say loved, since it is the last 
; I will ever say to you. This is telling you sin- 
y my greatest weakness ; Bud now 1 will oblige 
vith a new proof of generosity — I will never s«e 
more. I shall avoid all public places; and thia 
i last letter 1 shall send. If you write, be not 
eased if I send it back unopened. 1 shall force 
uclinatioii^ to oblige yours ; and remt^mber that 
liave told me I could not oblige you more thaa 
■fosiag JOU. Had I intended ever to see you 
I, I durst not have sent this letter. Adieu. 



LXXIII. 
TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 




lao 

latter— InwUdiitobei 

bat for ft ttHDOitfit mn lihii liafc ta% iitet it tfen 

I wodd not do te aacon ]f«ft t 

I win mtm fSbm cmb to jm m jiaUtf m I oft; 
and thflft «* yooanlf it ym mm mm mB* I kva 
•howod, in ofivy aetioft cf pif Uli^ JB MtMB lor JH 
that at leait iliilliiigM m gwnftd wfd, I kan 
truatad ii^japatatiiifc fta joar luada; I Ina 
no acn^la of i^vfav 9"^ vador w^ owm hnlri 
•Mmvica oC n^ ftiaadali|i JUkv. all IfeM^ I 
nothing from 700: if yon tod it \nrmn aajaat jg y 
affidza to tako ao mil aitetDBOi I daaiia jotia 
sacrifioe nothing to mo; I pntaBdno tie upon |W 
honour ; bat, in toocmpdnao for ao olear and aa dli^ 
interetted a proceeding, nmat I eror saoeifo i^adai 
andilloaagel 

I have not the oaoal pride of my eez; I canbmr 
being told I am in the wrong, bat tell it mo gm^f * 
Perhaps I have been indiacreet; I eaaao yooagiaia 
the horzy of the worid; a great innooenoe aad m 
undesignlng gaie^ may poaaibly Imye heen c< a> alniai 
coquetry and a deaire of being followed, though aaier 
meant by me. I cannqjt answer fiir the obaofatioas 
that may be made on me: all 11^ are wj^H****!— 
attack the careless and defenceleaa : I own myaeif to 
be both. I know not any thing I can aay mora la 
show my perfect desire <i pleasing yon aad makia| 
you easy, than to proffisr to be coniSned witik yoa ia 
what maimer yoa pleased. Woold any woman bat 
me renounce all the world fbr onet or woold vy 
man but you be insensible of such a pcoof of sia- 
cerity 1 • 




TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

I lUVB thiB minula received jour two letters. I 
know not how to direct to you, whether to Londoa 
or tho country ; or, if in ihe country, to Durham or 
Wortley. It is Teiy likely you wiU neier receiTe 
thia. I hazard Bgieat deal if iCfalU into other hands, 
and I wrote for id! that. I wish, with all my BOul, I 
thought as you do; I endeavour to convince myself 
. by youi argumentii, and am aony my reason ie so 
(distillate, not to be deluded into an opinion, that it 
is impossible a man can eeleem a wonian. I suppose 
I should then be very easy at your thoughts of me ; 
I should thank you for the wit and beauty you give 
ma, and not be angry at the folhes and weaknesses ; 
but, to my infinite affliction, I can believe neither one 
nor the other. One part of my character ia not so 
good, nor the other bo bad, as you fancy it. Should 
we ever hve together, you would be disappointed both 
ways i you would find an easy equality of temper you 
da not expect, and a thousand faulu you do not ima- 
gine. You think, if you married me, I should be 
passionately foud of you one month, and of somebody 
else the next : neither would happen. I can esteem, 
I can be a friend, but I do not know whetber I can .. 
love. Expect all that is complaisant and easy, but 
never what is fond, in me. Yea judge very wrong 
of my heart, when yoa auppoie me cb^>^^ c& -itKqi^ 
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of interest, and that any thing could ob 
flatter any body. Was I the mostindige 
In the world, I should answer yon as I do 
out adding or diminishing. I am incapi 
and it is because I will not be capable ii 
I deceive one minute, I should never regi 
good opinion; and who could bear to Ut 
they despised? 

If yoa can resolve to live with a oonq 
will have all the deference due to your sa; 
good sense, and that yoor proposals can hi 
to those on whom I depend, I have notl 
against them. 

As to travelling, it is what I shoold do 
pleasure, and could easily quit London 
account: but a retirement in the countr 

m 

disagreeable to me, as I know a few moi 
make it tiresome to you. Where people i 
life, it is their mutual interest not to groi 
one another. If I had all the personal c 
1 want, a face is too slight a foundation for 
You would be soon tired with seeing eve 
same thing. Where you saw nothing else, 
have leisure to remark all the defects ; wl 
increase in proportion as the novelty lessei 
is always a grein: charm. I should have tl 
sure of seeing a coldness, which, though I 
reasonably blame you for, being involuntf 
would render me uneasy ; and the more, 
know a love may be revived which abeei 
stancy, or even infidelity, has extinguished ; 
is no returning from a d£g(y&t given by 8ati« 
J should not choo&e to ^^^ \n. ^ <»Qwd : 




lAOV montagtj'b ltiters. ISS 

well plnurd to be in Loadan, wilhoat msking 
It figure, 01 seeing sbore eight or niaa ^reeaUe 
a. Apsitmenta, table, &g, aie things that nevei 
into mj bead. Bnt I will never think of anj 
withont the conBent of my lamijj, snd ftdriw 
ot to fane; a happiness in entiie soUtode, which 
rould find oolj Esnc;. 

ike DO answer to thu, if jron can like me on m j 
tenns. It is not to me foa must make the 
eala : if not, to what purpose is our cousspon- 

iwever, preserve me jonr friendship, which I 
of with ft great deid of pleasora, and some 
y. If erer you see ma mamed, I flatter mjsalf 
rill see a C(niduct ;ou would not be sorry yoni 



TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

going to comply with joui request, and writ* 
all the plainnesB I am capable of. I know what 
be said upon such a proceeding, but am sore 
nil not aay it. Wh; should yoa always pot the 
t constniction upon my wmda 1 BeUere ma what 
ffill, but dxt not beheve 1 can be ungenerous or 
itefnL I wish I could ten you irtiat answer 
will receive &am some people, or upoo what 
9. If my opinion could iway, nothing should 
ease yon. Nobody erer was •» dinntaiealed. «& 
u I would not have Xa le^KMfi^ia'jv^ lj.^a 
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not suppose you wcrald) that I had any ways udB 
you uneasy in your dzcumstances. Let me beg yoi 
(which I do with the utmost sincerity) only to cm- 
sider yourself in this afiair; and since I am so v- 
fortunate to have nothing in my own disposal, do not 
think I have any hand in maMng settlements. Fw> 
pie in my way aie sold like slaves ; and I cmnot td 
what price my master will put on me. If yoa do 
agree, I shall endeavour to contribute, as much « 
lies in my power, to your happiness. I so hetitDj 
despise a great figure, I have no notion of spending 
money so foolishly, though one had a great deal to 
throw away. If this breaks off, I shall not complain 
of you ; and as, whatever happens, I shall still pis' 
serve the opinion that you have behaved youinelf 
well, let me entreat you, if I have conunitted any 
follies, to forgive them ; and be so just as to think I 
would not do an ill thing. 

I say nothing of my letters ; I think them entirely 
safe in your hands. 

I shall be uneasy till I know this is come to yon. 
1 have tried to write plainly. I know not what one 
can say more upon paper. 



LXXVI. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

Indeed I do not at all wonder that absence, and variety 
of new faces, should make you forget me -, but I am a 
little surprised at your curiosity to know what passes 
in my heart (a tbaji^ -tAxoX!^^ \&sh^gEfiSkK»s^i ^ ^o^), 
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etcept joQ pR^rase to yonnetf a piece of ill uatuied 
• Mtubclioa, in finding me veiy much duqnieled. Pray 
.which my woald jaa see into my heaitl Yoa can 
frame no fuesseB about it fram either my speaking or 
wridng 1 and inppoeing I Bbould attempt to shov it 
you, I know do other way. 

I begin to be tired of my hiimili^ : I have carried 
my complniaaacea to you farther than 1 onght. You 
make new gcraplea : you have a great deal of fancy ; 
and your dietrusts being all of jrour own making, are 
more immoveable tban it there were some real ground 
for them. Our aunts and grandmothers always teQ 
aa that men are a sort of aoimalB.'that if eier they 
are conetant, it ia only where they are ill used. It 
waa a kind of paradox 1 could never believe : expe- 
rience has taught me the troth of it. You are the 
first I ever had a conespondence vrith, and I tbsnk 
God I have done nitb it, for all m; life. Yon needed 
not to have told me jou are not what you have been ; 
one most be stupid not to £nd a diSsrence in your 
letters. You seem, in one part of your last, to excuse 
jouiself from baving done me any injury in point of 
forame. Do I accuse yea of any 1 

I have not spirits to dispute any longer with you. 
You say you are not yet determined : let me deter- 
mine for you, and Save you the trouble of writing 
again. Adieu for ever! make no answer, 1 wish, 
among the variety of acquaintance, you may find some 
One to please you i and cannot help the vanity of 
thinking, should you try them all, you will not find 
one that will be so sincere in their treatment, though 
ft thousand mote deserving, and every one hap^i. 
It is a i«oca of vasity and injustice 1 iiotw %a^fe 
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in a woman, to delight to giTe pain : what mnst I 
think of a man that tajbea pleasore in wM»Hng me mi- 
easy'! after the ibUy of letting yoa know it is in your 
power, I ought in prodenoe to let this go no laidier, 
except I thought yoa had good nature enough nera 
to make use of that power. I have no reason to 
think 80 : however, I am willing, yoa lee, to do yoa 
Uie highest obligation it is poflcible for me to do; 
tliat is, to give you a £ur occaaioii of being rid of ne* 



Lxxvn. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

29th March. 

Though your letter is far from what I expected, 
having once promised to answer it, with the sincere 
account of my inmost thoughts, I am resolved you 
shall not find me worse than my word, which is 
(whatever you may think) inviolable. 

It is no affectation to say that I despise the plea- 
sure of pleasing people whom I despise : all the fine 
equipages that shine in the ring never gave me ano- 
tlier thought, than either pity or contempt for the 
owners, that could place happiness in attracting the 
eyes of strangers. Nothing touches me with satis- 
faction but what touches my heart; and I should find 
more pleasure in the secret joy I should feel at a 
kind expression from a friend I esteemed, than at the 
admiration of a whole playhouse, or the envy of those 
of my own sex, wAio cowVd. uot «.ttain to the same 
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nimiber of jewels, fine dothea, &c Bupponng I waa 
Bt the reiif sommit of thU sort of happioees. 

Ym mBj be this friead if you pleaw : did you 
reall; eitaem me, lud yoa tny tmder regurd for me, 
J could, I think, pxOB my life in any atation bt^pier 
with yoa than in all the grandeuT <rf' the woild nith 
on; other. You bare Knue humonrB that would be 
diugieeable to uiy womoa that toairied with an 
intentioa of finding her happineis abroad. That is 
not my Tsaolutian. If I marry, I propose to myself 
a retirement: there is few of my acquaintance I 
ebould ever wiah to lee again ; and Che pleadng one, 
and only one, i> the wsy in which I design to pleue 
myeelf. Hapjnneas is the oatmal demgn of ail the 
world ; and every thing ws see done is meant in 
order to attain it My imagination places it in friend- 
ship. By &ieitdahip, 1 mean an entire communication 
of thoughts, wishes, intereats, and pleasures, being 
undivided ; a mutual eeleem, which naturally carries 
with it a pleasing sweetness of convenation, and ter- 
minates in the desire of making oae another happy, 
without being forced to run into visits, noite, and 
bnny, which serve rather to trouble than compose 
the thonghts of any reasonable creature. There are 
few captd)!e of a friendship such as 1 have described, 
■nd it is necessary for the generality of the world to 
be taken up with trifiee. Carry a fine lady or a fine 
gajtleman out of town, and they know no more what 
to say. To take from them plays, opens, and fash" 
ions, is taking away alt their topics of discourse ; and 
they know not how to form their thoughts on any 
Other subjects. They know very well what it is to be 
ailmiied, bat are perfectly igooraniL ot liW^V-'-A MiNi^ 
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loved. I take you to have sense enough, not a 
think this science romantic : I rather choose to use 
the word friendship, than love ; because, in the ge 
iiend sense that word is spoke, it signifies a pasaos 
rather founded on fancy than reason ; and when 1 
t>Hv friendship, I mean a mixture of friendship and 
esiL*em, and wliich a long acquaintance increases, not 
«iecays : how far I deserre such a friendship, I can 
he no judge of myself. I may want the good sense 
that is necessary to be agreeable to a man of merit, 
\a\\ I know I want the vanity to believe I have; and 
tan promise you shall never like me less upon know- 
ing uie better ; and that I shall never forget that yoa 
have a better understanding than myself. 

And now let mo entreat you to think (if possible) 
tolerably of my modesty, after so bold a declaration. 
I am resolved to throw off reserve, and use me ill if 
you please. 1 am sensible, to own an inclination for 
a man is putting one's self wholly in his power: bat 
suie you have generosity enough not to abuse it. 
After all I have said I pretend no tie but on yoar 
heart : if you do not love me, I shall not be happy 
Willi you ; if you do, I need add no farther. 1 am 
not mercenary, and would not receive an obligation 
that comes not from one who loves me. 

I do not desire my letter back again : you have 
honour, and I dare trust you. 

1 am going to the same place I went last spring. 
I shall think of you there : it depends upon you ia 
what manner. 




MR. HONTAGD TO LADT HART PIERBKPO^ 
SatDTdiy mofninB 
Etebt lima you tee me, givM me a fresh proof 
joor nat caring lor me : jet 1 beg you will meet D 
once mme. How could you pay me tliet greu con 
plimenl of yoni lonng the countiy for life, wbeu yo 
would not stay with me & few minaUe longoil Wh 
is the happy man you went to 1 I agree with you, . 
em often so doll, I cannot ezplun my meming ; bui 
will not own that the expression was so veiy obscure, 
when I sud if I had yon, I sbonld act against my 
opinirai. Why need I add, I see what is beet for m^ 
[ ctrndemn what I do, and yet X fear I most do it. If 
'Ou cannot find it out, that you are going to be un- 
»ppy, luk your ristor, who agrees with you in ereiy 
ling else, end she will convince you of your rashness 
this. She knows you do not care for me, and that 
a will Hke me less and less every year ; perhaps 
917 day of your life. Yon may, with a little care, 
ase another as well, and make him less timorous. 
'S poadble I too may please some <if those that 
e but little acquaintance ; and if I should be ptt- 
>d hy a woman. Cot being the first among her 
naniona, it would give me as much pleasure as if 
re the first man in the world. Think i^ain, and 
>nt a misfbrtone fhnn fidling on both of us. 
ben yon are at leisure, I shall be as ready to end 
I was last night, wlkan. 1 du^&|,<A aoa,*i» 



l.iO LADY MONTAGU'S UTTEiU. 

will do me hurt, by crossing his desires, rather than 
fail of meeting you. Had I imagined you could have 
left me, without Mshmg, I had not seen you. Now 
you have been so firee before Mrs. Steele ♦, you may 
call upon her, or send for her to-morrow or next day. 
J.et her dine with you, qr go to visit shops, Hyde 
Park, or other diversions. You may bring her home ; 
i can be in the house reading, as I often am, though 
the master is abroad. If you will have her visit you 
first, I will get her to go to-morrow. I think a man 
or woman is under no engagement till the writings 
are sealed; but it looks like indiscretion, even to 
begin a treaty,* without a probability of concluding it. 
When you hear of all my objections to you, and to 
myself, you will resolve against me. Last night you 
were much upon the reserve : I see you can never be 
thoroughly intimate with me ; it is because you have 
no pleasure in it. You can be easy and complaisant, 
as you have sometimes told me ; but never tldnk that 
enough to make me easy, unless you refuse me. 

Write a line this evening, or early to-morrow. If 
I do not speak plain, do you understand what I 
write ! Tell me how to mend the style, if the feult is 
in that. If the characters are not plain, 1 can easily 
mend them. I always comprehend your expressions, 
but would give a great deal to know what passes in 
your heart. 

In you I might possess youth, beau^, and all 
things that can charm. It is possible that they may 
strike me less, after a time ; but I may then consider 
1 have once enjoyed them in perfection ; that they 

♦ The wife ol Mr. (jaSx^tvivr^% ^Vs ^<dAsd) Steele. 



would have decayed aa sood in any other. You see 
' this is Dot your case. You will think yoa might have 
been hitppiei. Nerer engage mth a man, unless you 
propose to yourself the highest satisfactioa from him 



Tp E. W. UONTAGU, ESQ. 

1 AH in pain about the letter 1 sent yoo this momiag : 
t fear you should think, after what I hHve said, you 
cannot, in point of honour, break off with me. Be 
not scTupulaas on that aiticte, nor aSect to make me 
break first, to excuse jour doing it. 1 would owe 
aothiog but to inclination : if you do not lore me, I 
may hare the lesa esteem of myself but not of yon : 
I am not of the numher of those women that have the 
opinion of their persoDS Mr. Bsyes had of his play, 
that it is the touchstone of sease, and they are to 
fnuae their judgment of people's undentanding ac- 
conling to what they ihink of them. 

You may have wit, good humour, and goodnature, 
and not like me. 1 allow a great deal for the incon- 
stancy of mankind in general, and my own want of 
merit in particular. But it is a breach, at least, of the 
two last, to deceive me. I am sincere; I shall be 
sorry if I am not now what pleasesi but if I (ss I 
could with joy) abandon all things to the care of 
' plea^g you, I am then undone if I do not succeed 
— Be generous. 
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LXXX. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 
Written after her marriage. 

Walling Wells, Oct. S2. 

I DO not know very well how to b^;in : I am per- 
fectly unacquainted with a proper matrimonial style. 
After all, I think it is best to write as if we were not 
married at all. I lament your absence as if you were 
still my lover, and I am impatient to hear you have 
got safe to Durham, and that you have fixed a time 
for your return. 

I have not been very long in this family ; and I 
fancy myself in that described in the Spectator. The 
good people here look upon their children with a 
fondness that more than recompenses their care of 
them. I do not perceive much distinction in regard 
to their merits ; and when they speak sense or non- 
sense, it affects the parents with almost the same 
pleasure. My friendship for the mother, and kind- 
ness for Miss Biddy, make me endure the squalling 
of Miss Nanny and Miss Mary with abundance of 
patience ; and my foretelling the future conquests of 
the eldest daughter makes me very well vrith the 
family. I do not know whether you will presently 
find out that this seeming impertinent account is the 
tenderest expression of my love to you ; but it fur- 
nishes my imagination vrith agreeable pictures of our 
future life ; and I flatter myself with the hopes of 
one day enjoying mVK -^om \!!aa ^'ssckft satisfactions; 




ftnd that, sftei as mauj jem b^etlier. T mi^ we you 
retain the lame fbndneu for me u I risall cattMiiljr 
do for yon, when the noise of > nnnei; may bofe 
more charms lot aa than the mnmc of an open. 

AnuuenHmta anch as these are the aura efiect of 
my unceie lore, nnce it ia the nature of the paasion 
to enlQTtain the nvnd with pleasnres in pro^iect, and 
1 check myself when I grieve for yonr ebeence, by 
remembering how much reason I hive to rejoice in 
the hope of paanng my whole life with you. A good 
fortune not to be valoed 1- — I am aliaid of telling you 
th&t I letora thanks for it to Heaven, because you 
will charge me with hypocrisy ; but you are mis- 
taken : I aaaiBt every day at public prayers in this 
Aunily, nnd never forget in n^ privtite eJacuJationB 
how much I owe to Heaven for making me yours. 

It is candlelight, or I should not conclude so soon. 
Pray, my kive, begin at the tt^ and read (ill you 
come to the bottom. 



TO B. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

YouB short letter came to me this morning ; bat 1 
will not quarrel with it, unca it brought me good 
news of your health. I wait with impatience for that 
of your return. The Bishop of Salisboiy writes me 
word tliBt my Lord Pierrepont* declares very much 

* GsmuB nerrepont, creiled Biron Pleirapoul, of Bin. 
■tope, iri4 j greil uncle of Lady Mirj Wottky Ksi«»^. 
behig at Uitl Dme id liiib Baroa. 




form. A«llMlUapitaftinftBiUBiM4ri»,IAD4t 
not dcpMid Modi on Ott bttlUgMM i btf ^ M( 
FiancM HdOi ma tk* Msa fiu^. SIdm it ii M, I 
beiina job wDI tUak h Tsiy pnp^ to jm^Imk 
Tint it b* i" in lotn. nd ^t» htai Omka fate 
good oflcM jom kitt ba baa sBdMnnnd to d» M, 
DOHfcad. IfhiakiBdaBaiidnca«,ItiatDanlaaUB 
to ba naglaolad. Hbmra^ tba *v|f lypMinc* d 

hu ftlmAr doM. Tbe liibop lalla me ba bai mw 
Loid Halibi, who nja, baddaa kb Croat aataam ftf 
you, he hu pntknlar lopaet tor ma, and will tike 
paiiu to neondle aij ttAa, See. I think tbii ii 
Dearljihe word* of b; letter, wliich cootaiiu iD tba 
oewa I know, except tbat td yooi place; irtikb i^ 
that an unJbrtDnaie bnigea* ot tba town of Hogtkg- 
don was joitlj diignced yeateidaj ia tba face el 
tbe coDgr^ation, for being false to bia fliat kna, wbo, 
with an audible Tcice. finbid tbe bamu publidied be- 
tween him and a greatai fortune. Tbia scddeat 
caiiies ai many diipolaa bece M tbe duel could do 
where you aie. PnUic Bctiom, yoD know, alw^ 
make two paitiea. "He gnat pnidea tj tba joaag 
woman should haTO aaffETsd in ailence; and tbe pre- 
tendeti to spirit and flie would baTO all &lae mm M 
served, tmd hope it will be an aiample te Om tnant 
of infidelity throug^umt the whole coimtry. For my 
part I nerer rejoiced at any thing mora in my lif^ 
You will woud^ wbM private interect I ocntd bire 
in this afiair. Yon mnM know it fi)zDi|lMd 'ijiwiT— 
all the aftemoon, which waa no litlia aeinca, wlwi I 
Wat visited by the ^outigVsiSJiBa t<S»m4injlim. nil 




long letter, I know, must be paniculu'ly unpeitinent 
to A man of busiaeaa { but idleneu ia tho root of all 
evil : 1 write and leai) ti" I cannot see, and then I 
widk ; sleep aucceeda ; and thus mj whole lime U 
divided. If I were as well qualified all other ways 
as I am by idleneas, I would publish a daily papfic 
called the Mtditator. The terrace is my place con- 
aeoalAd to meditatioii, which I observe to be gay or 
grave as the ran ahowa or hides his face. Till tonlay 
1 have had no occui<ni of opening my mouth to speak, 
since I wiahed yoa a good journey. I sea nothing, 
bat I think of eveiy thing and indulge my imagina- 
tion, which ie chiefly employed on you. 



TO E. W. IIONTAGU, ESQ. 



I tx not at all surprised at my amit Cheyne's con- 
doct : people ate veiy seldom nmch grieved (and 
never ought to be) at miafoitunea they expect. When 
I gave myself to you, I gave up the Teiy deiire of 
pleasing the lest of the world, and am pretty indif- 
fareat aboBt it. I think you are veiy much in the 
right fcir designing to visit Lord Fienepont. As 
iDDch as you say 1 love the town, if you (hink it ne- 
ceuaiy for jonr inteiest to stay some time here, 1 
wonld not advise you to neglect a certainty for an 
uncertainty ; bat I believe if you pass the Christmas 
here, great matters will be expected from yoor.hos- 
{ut^ty: however, you are a better ^fi^« <Ji '^i''^ 



Uo lADT MONTACC^ utnma. 

(bna I UD. I coDtiDae uuUfibreQtl; well, a 
THur u much aa I can to preaerve myself from sp1«v 1 
•nil mclaDchol; ; not fbc my own sake ; 1 think ibii 
<rf litlJe importnoce ; but in Ihe condition I am, I 
believe it may be of very ill conaeqaeiice ; yet, pus- 
ing whole days nJooe as I do. I da not always fioil il 
possible^ and my coaslitudoa will sometiiaeB get the 
bttlci of my reason. Hiunaii nahue itaalf, Tfilbiml 
■Dy additiiiiial misfortunes, fuiniBhes disi^jeeable 
meditationa enough. Life itself, to make it euppoK- 
•ble,shouldnot be eonaidcrod tODDBarly ; my raifoii 
lepresente to ma in vain the inutility of serious n- 
Tha idle mind " " " 



b k uuIb irift ■• t» te 7«Mf "■'■■■(■■"■" *■■■ 
tiieie I* noddDg en p*r OMfa Oatfanafadk Ipft- 
lanceiAiti Iidie roiwrinn rf jawtt; (boM ■•■ 
gnine gRHiiidlMa bopaa, Bd dnt IMy Tani^, irind 
make •UtbebvfiiiMBiif Ufa. Toiqr«nMWn» 
ti6iMktt,lpon^ria^tmKjiiMj.- Idaastfadin* 
Solomoo WW man comioMd crftbe vanilj^f M»- 
ponaa&inthaalau: IJoaealltaateofiUaiHrid, 
and I anfir mjMlf to be bmritcbad bj S 



fallan inlotliBwti(iBK]P(iQ.m mthyhnly btf , rftit 
all my TSaotatiima to tba foRDKy ; btf I-donotw- 
joiayoutonaditi makaimai3i^i<CBging(tiua 
the ^, at tli« Sot dotl Ijm: Targinlbs Ul afictt 
cif myjolitedi>,aiidtMiJnM,iaI«w, 




LXXXIII. 
i. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 



CANHor forbear taking it sametliing unluDdly that 
)u do not write to me, when jon may be assiired I 
n in a gretit fiight, and know not certainly wbnt to 
[pect upon this eudden change. The ArchbiBhop 
' Yotk has been come to Biahopthoip but three daj». 
went with my couain to-day to see the king pio- 
aimed, which was done^ the archbishop walking 
ixt the loxd roayoi, and all the eountiy ganliy fol- 
wiDg, with grenter crowda of people than I behered 
' be in York, Taat acelamalioiiH, and the appearance 
' a general latisfactian ; the Fretender afterwards 
-agged about the atieetB, and burned ; linging of 
ills, bonfiiee, and illuminations, the mob crying Li- 
nty and Property, and Long live King Geoife! 
his morning all the principal men of any figure took 
Mt for London, and we are alarmed widi the fear of 
tempts &am Scotland, though all the Protestants 
jce seem unanimous for the Hanover auccession. 
he poor young ladies at Castle Howard are as much 
armed as I am, being left all alone, without any 
ipee of seeing their father again (though things 
lould prove well) this eight or nine months. They 
ive sent to desire me very earnestly to come to 
lem. and bring my boy : it is the same thing as pen- 
ouing in a nunnery, for no mortal man gtot enters 
10 dooiB in the absence of tlum i«Oact,VBn\f. ^f»K 



1S8 

port. Dviiif tlik HiMwUin l j, I tiiiiik it inH be a 
saferetnafc; tr Mminrtunqi ifMidg oipoiod In phm 
deran, if thsra 1» Wf tt aU^ I dm iaj » after ^ 
seal tlie aicUbiihap haa riioir«d» tib^ will nnt lui 
hoqae (and i wwaiiiMirtj llila) fa tfia flwt plaea. Tte 
■Trhhiihnp rnadn ma laanj mmpniiwiiifi lai iwii iiwr 
netgUxMiiiood, aid aaid be ahoald- be onra^ojed et 
the hqnan ei of l»p wif i a g Ua aoqfaafaitaBee wiA 
yoQ. laqipQaeyoQaBagfaNnrcQaaaiaat Aldbai^ 
and I beartily wtab jfOQ mn ia pailJai— il ■ I wa 
the aichbidiop'a liat of Oe bvda xegwta appoialdli 
and peiceife lord W*** ia not one of theai; I9 
which I gneaa the new acheme ia aot to make aae of 
any man gioaily infiunooa fin either parly; oonae- 
quently, thoae that haTO bean boneat in regard to 
both, will atand fureat for preformflnt. Yoa under- 
stand theaethingamiich better than me; but I hope 
yoa will be pornaded fay me and your other fiiaodf 
(who I do not doubt will be of my opinion), tiiat it 
is naoessary for the commnn good fior an booeat man 
to endeavour to be powerful, when he can be tbe 
one without loaing the first more yalnable title; aad 
remember, that money is the aouroe of power.^ 
hear that parliament aits but six montha : you know 
best whether it is worth any expense or boatle to be 
in it, for so short a time. 




UDi Montagu's 



TO £. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

I AM told that you Ue verj Hecnra at Newark : if 
;au are bo in the West, I cumot «ee why you shonld 
set up in three diffBreut places, except it be to treble 
the expense. I un aoiry yoa bad not opportunity of 
paying Lord Pieirepoat that compliment, though I 
Iw^ that it will not weigh much with hint in favour 
of another. J wish yon would remembei the common 
uMfiil maxim, whawer ia to be done at all ought to 
be dime as iood aa posuble. I considei only your 
own intereat when I apeak, and I camiot help apeak- 
ing warmly ou that anbject. I hope you will think 
of what I hinted iamj last letters 1 and if you think 
of it at all, you ctmnot think of it too soon. 

Adieu. I wish you would leam of Mi. Steele to 
write to your wife. 



W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 



Tbouoh I am very impatient to see you, I would not 
have you, by hastening to come down, lose any part 
of yonr interest. I am surpiised 'you say nothing of 
where you stand. I had a lenec tiam. '^&»i.%e«'^ 
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last post, who said she heard yoa stood at Nevrai^ 
and would be chose without oppositum; but I fegr' 
her intelligence is not at all to be depended oa. / 
am glad you think of serving your firiends ; I hope it 
will put you in mind of serving yourself^ I need not 
enlarge upon the advantages of numey ; every thiog 
we see, and every thing we hear, puts us in remem- 
brance of iL If it were possible to restore liberty to 
your country, or limit the encroachments of the pre- 
rogative, by reducing yourself to a garret, I should 
be pleased to share so glorious a poverty with yoa ; 
but, as the world is, and will be, it is a sort of duty 
to be rich, that it may be in one's power to do good: 
riches being another word for power, towards the 
obtaining of which the first necessary qualification is 
impudence, and, as Demosthenes said of pronuncia- 
tion in oratory, the second is impudence, and the 
third, still, impudence. No modest man ever did, 
or ever will, make his fortune. Your friend Lord 
Halifax, R. Walpole, and all other remarkable in- 
stances of quick advancement, have been remarkably 
impudent. The ministry is like a play at court; 
there is a little door to get in, and a great crowd 
without, shoving and thrusting who shall be foremost; 
people who knock others with their elbows, disregard 
a little kick of the shins, and still thrusting heartily 
forwards, are sure of a good place. Your modest 
man stands behind in the crowd, is shoved about by 
everybody, his clothes torn, almost squeezed to death, 
sees a thousand get in before him, that do not make 
so good a figure as himself. 

I do not say it is impossible for an impudent man 
not to rise in the woild*, Wt ^xcLodfixate merit, with 
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s laige share of impadence, ii moie probable In be 
advanced than the greatest qualificHtions without iu 
If this letter la impertiDeni, it is fonnded upon an 
opinion of your metit, irhich, if it is a mistake, I 
would not be undeceiTed : it is my inteiest to betiere ' 
(as I do) tbst you deserve evei; thing, and are cH' 
pahle of every thing i but nobody else will believe it, 
if they see you get notbiog. 



TO E. TV. MONTAGU, ESQ. 



You do me wrong in imagining (aa I perceive you 
do) that my reasons (or being solidtoos tat your 
baving that place, was in view of epending more 
money than we do. You have no cause of Aincying 
roe capable of such a thought. I do not doubt but 
Lord Hali&z will very aooa have the ataff, and it ii 
mybelief youwiUnot beatall the richer, hit I think 
it hwks well, and may facilitate your elecdan; and 
that is all the advantage I hope from it. When all 
your intimate acquaintance ara preferTad, I think you 
would have an ill aii in having nothing : upon that 
tuxount only, I am soiry so many consideiable places 
are disposed of. I aupposer now, you will certainly 
be chosen somewhere or other ; and I cannot aee why 
you should not pretend to be Speaker. I believe til 
the Whigs woold be for you, and 1 iancy you have a 
GonsideT^le interest amongst the Tories, tmd for that 
reason would be very likeVj Wi cmtj i!u V-W-aKSf*- 
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fior me to judge of tini to ireD m joacai 
bat the xepntatian of being thoiDiii^ilyof nops 
I tliiiik* of vie ia thie effinr, end I believe p 
genenUy eetaeei joa iwpeiftiel; end being d 
by your cowntiy b Biore hoponrebia then holdiBf 
piece fiNMB emj king. 



Lxxxvn. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

I CANNOT imagine why you shootd desire that I si 
not be glad, though from mistake, since, at lei 
is an agreeable one. I ccmfese I shall ever 
opinion, if you are in the treasoiy, it will be an 
tion to your figure, and fiacilitate your election, tl 
it is no otherwise advantageous ; and that if you 
nothing when all your acquaintance are prefinret 
world generally will not be persuaded that yoa 
lect your fortune, but that you are n^lected. 



LXXXVIII. 
TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

i; 

I CANNOT be very sorry for your declining at Ne 
being very uncertain of your success ; but I an 
prised you do not mention where you mean to t 
Deipatcb, in things oi 0[u&TAX?ai^,S&^^>3^^Qfitsi 
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lit;, at least delay is a sore ira; to lose, ha yrm have 
done, being easUj cbosen at York, for not reaolTiog 
in time, and at Aldbuigh, for not applying aoon enough 
to Lord Pelham. Tbete ace people who had caihei 
clioow Fairiai (hiax Jenkins, and otlien that piefei 
Jenkins to Fairfax ; but boUi parties, separately, hare 
Kdshed to me, that jou would have stood, with as- 
surancee of having preferred you to either of them. 
At Newait, Lord Lexington has a TBry considerable 
iatereet. If jou hare any thoughts of atanding, you 
must endeavour to knoir how he stands afiecled ; 
though I am a&aid he will aaaiat Brigadier Sutton, or 
some other Tory. Sir Matthew Jenison has the beat 
interest of any Whig ; but he stood last year himself, 
and will perhaps do so again. Newdigate will cer- 
tainly be chosen there for one. Upon the whole, it 
is the moat eipenmve and uncertmn place JOD can 
stand at. It is surprising to me, that you are all this 
while in the midst of your friends without being sure 
of a place, when so many insignificant creatnres come 
in without any opposition. They say Mr. Strickland 
ia sure at Carlisle, where he never Mood before, I 
believe most places are engaged by this time. I am 
Tely sorry, for jonr sake, that jou spent so much 
mmey in vain last year, and will not come in this, 
when you might make a more coosiderabte figure 
than you conld have done then. I wish Lord Felham 
would compliment Mr. Jessop with his Newark in- 
terest, and let yon oome in at Aldbuigh. 
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LXXXDC. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

in4. 

Your letter Teiy much Tezed me. I cannot imagme 
why you shoold doubt being the better for a place of 
that consideratian, which it ia in yonr power to lay 
down, whenever yon dislike the meaaozea that are 
taken. Suppoaing the wwrnniiwon laata bat a short 
time, I believe those that have acted in it will have 
the offer of some other considerable thing. I am, 
perhaps, the only woman in the world that would 
dissuade her husband (if he were inclined to it) from 
accepting the greatest place in England, upon the 
condition of his giving <me vote disagreeing with his 
principles, and the true interest of my country ; bat 
when it is possible to be of SOTvice to your country 
by going along with the ministry, I know not any 
reason for declining an honourable post. The world 
never believes it possible for people to act oat of the 
common track ; and whoever is not employed by the 
public, may talk what they please of having refused 
or slighted great ofiers ; but they are always looked 
upon either as neglected or discontented, becanse 
their pretensions have failed ; and whatever efforts 
they make against the court, are thought the effect 
of spleen and disappointment, or endeavours to get 
something they have set their heart on. As ncm 

Sir T. II n is represented (and I believe truly) 

as aiming at being secretary, no man can make a 
better figure Ihaa YrlienL he envoys a considerable 
j)lace. Being tot ^'^ -^Vac^r^yKL, '«xASi\i& %3!^>Sbft 
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minutr; ia the wrong, withdrawing from them, vhea 
it is visible that lie might itill keep hia places, 
if he had not chose to keep bis inCsgiitj. I have 
■ent you my thooj^ts of places in general, I aoUmnly 
protest, witlwat any thought of any particular advan- 
tage to myself; and if I were yoor friend, and not 
your irife, I sbould speak in the same maimer, which 
I Teally do, without any consideration, hut that of 
yoni figure and reputation, which is a thousand times 
dearar to me than splendour, moaey, &c. I suppoge 
tbit long letter m^ht hare been spared; foe yonr 
nsolutioii, I do not doubt, ia already taken. 



TO E. W. MONTAGU, B6Q. 

, 1T14. 

YoD teem not to have received my letters, or not to 
hlive miderstood them : you had been chosen imdoubl- 
«dly at York, if you had declared in time ; but there 
ia not any gentleman or tradesman diieng^ed at this 
time; they are ti«ating every night. Lord Carlisle 
and the liiampsona have given their interest to Mr. 
Jenkins, I agree vrilh you of the neceesi^ of your 
standing this parliament, which, perhaps, may be 
more considerable than any that are to follow it ; 
but, as you proceed, it is my opinion, you will spend 
yoor mcmey, and not be cbosm. 1 believe there is 
hardly a bcnou^ disengaged, I expect every letter 
should tell me you are sura of wnne place ; and, as 
far as I can perceive, yon me anre of none. A.* is. 
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has been mtnaged, periiaps it will be tbe best wiy to 
depont % certain imn in wme fiiend's 'hands, and 
buy some Uttle Coniiah bonmgh : it would undoubt- 
edly, look better to be chosen for a considenble 
town ; bat I take it to be now too late. If yoa hsTe 
any thoughts of Newark, it will be abeolntely neces- 
sary for yoa to inqnire after I^ird Lexington's inte- 
rest ; and yoor beat way to apply to Lord Holder- 
nesse, who is both a Whig and an honest man. He 
is now in town, and yoa may inquiiie of him, if briga- 
dier Satton stands there ; and ^ not, tiy to engage 
liim for you. Ixvd Lexington is so ill at the Bath, 
that it is a doubt if he will live till the election ; and 
if he dies, one of his heiresses, and the whole interest 
of his estate, will probably Ml on Lord Holdemesse. 
It is a surprise to me, that you cannot make sore 
of some borough, when a number of your friends 
bring in so many parliament men without trouble or 
expense. It is too late to mention it now, but yoa 
might bare applied to Lady Winchester, as Sir Jo- 
seph Jekyl did last year, and by her interest the 
Duke of Bolton brought him in for nothing: I am 
sure she would be more zealous to serve me than 
Lady Jekyl. You should understand these things 
better than I. I heard, by a letter last post, that 
Lady M. M * * * and Lady H * • * are to be bed- 
chamber ladies to the princess, and Lady T*** 
groom of the stole. She must be a strange princess, 
if she can pick a favourite out of them ; ' and as she 
will be one day a queea« and they say has an influence 
over her husband, I wonder they do not tliinic fit to 
place women about her with a little common sense. 




LETTERS 



Tbb following letters to Mn. HeweC are not from Lord Bate's 
Collectioo : tbey were ooamndeeted by a lady, who receiTed 
them from Lady Wastneyi, relict of Sir Hardolph Wastneyt, 
of Headoa Hall, to wImnb tliey had been beqoeatbed, with 
other papers. 

Mn. afterward Lady Hewet, was the yeongest danghter 
of Richard BettinsoD, Esq. by. Albi^a, daughter and co-heir 
of Edward CecU, Lord Yiscoont Wimbleton. She mairied 
Mr. T. Hewet, who was sorveyor general of his majesty'* 
\^ oods and works. He was knitted in 1719 and was settled 
at Shireoaks, in Not tingh amshire, wliere hie died in 17V. 
His lady long survived him, and was remarkable Ibr her ac- 
complishments and beauty, which she retained to an eztraae 
old age. 

These Letters were chiefly written by Lady M. PierrepoBt, 
about two years previously to her marriage^ They exhibit a 
lively portrait of the manners of a young woman of quality 
at the beginning of the last century, and have the many cha- 
racteristics of genius and spirit which she discovered in th« 
earliest period of her life. 




LETTERS. 



TO URS. HEWET. 

It is «o iDDg lULCB I hnd > letter from dcai Mis. 
Hewet, 1 ahauld think ber do longer in the laDil of 
the living, if Mr, KesingHde did not uaaie me be 
was bsppisr tLan I, and bad heard of your bealtii 
frMD your own hand, which makes me fant^ that 
jay last miscarried, and perhaps you ore blaming mc 
at the same time that yoa are thioking ma neglectful 
of you. Apropos of Mr. Resingade — wa are grown 
■ach good friends, I assure you, that we write Italian 
letters to each other, and I have the pleaouje of talk- 
ing to him of Madame Hewet. He told me he would 
■end jou (he two loinet of Madame de Noyei'e Me- 
moirs. I fancy you will find yourself disappointed in 
them, fbr they are horridly grave and insipid: and, 
instead of the gallantry yott might expect, they are 
fiill of doll morala. I wai bat Thursday at the new 
Opera, and saw Nicolini strangle a lii>n with great 
gallantry. But he represented sakednes* ao D&tu^ 
rally, I was surpiiied to Bee a\t>»o\aiai» «Wat »i.>sssa. 
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without any confusioii, that pretend to be so violently 
shocked at m poor douhU entendr€ or two in a comedvi 
which conyinced me that those prudes who would 
cry fie! fie! at the word naked, have no scruples 
about the thing. The marriage of Lord Willoughby 
^ocs on, and he swears he will bring the lady down 
to Nottingham races. How far it may be true, 1 
(*aunot teU. By what fine gentlemen say, yon know 
it is not easy to guess at what they mean. The lady 
has made an acquaintance with, me after the manner 
of Pyramus and Thisbe, I mean over a wall three 
yards high, which separates our gacden from Lady 
Guildford's. The young ladies had found out a way 
Uy pull out two or three bricks, and so climb up and 
hang their chins over the waU, where we, mounted 
oil chairs, used to have many belles conversatiom a la 
dcrobee for fear of the old mother. This trade conti- 
nued several days, but fortune seldom permits long 
pleasures. By long standing on the wall the bricks 
loosened ; and, one fatal morning, down drops Miss 
Nelly ; and, to complete the misfortune, she fell into 

a little sink, and bruised her poor self to that 

terrible degree, she is forced to have surgeon's plas- 
ters, and God knows what, which discovered the 
whole intrigue ; and their mamma forbade them ever 
to visit us, but by the door. Since that time, all our 
communications have been made in a vulgar manner, 
visiting in coaches, &c. &c. which took away half 
the pleasure. You know danger gives a haui goAt to 
every thing. This 'is our secret history — ^pray let it 
be so still — but I hope all the world will know that 1 
am most entirely yours, &c. 



XCIL 

TO MES. HBWBT. 

I HOPE tfij dear tin. Hewet doea not believe tliat I 
tbllaw m; iaclinatioD, when I un two oi thrse posts 
before I reCum thanka foe ber moat agreeable letters ; 
but in ttiia buay town there is reiy little time at ones 
own diaposal. My greatest plesHue ia at Mrs. Sel- 
wyn's; I came froni thence just now, and I beliete 
am the only young woman in town that am in my 
own house at ten o'clock to-night. Tbia is the night 
of Count Tumicca's ball, to which he haa inyited a 
few bane foced, and the whole (own en maiyut. I 
■uppoie yon will have a desciipdoa of it from some 
who were at it ; 1 can only give it at aecond hand, 
and will tbeieCbre say nothing of it. I have begun 
to- learn Italian, and am nmch mortified I cannot do 
it of a ^;nira of Monaieui Resingade's recommemia- 
tion ; bat it ia always the late of women (o t^y, and 
my papa has promised me to a Mx. Cassotti. 1 am 
afoud I shall nerei underatand it so well ta. yon do 
— but laUtont ttia, and talk of aomewhat more entei- 

Neit to the gieat bait, what makea the most noise 
is the marriage of an old maid, who Urea in this 
street, without a portion, to a man of 70001. per 
anmm, and they say 40,OOOL in ready money. Her 
equipage and liTeriea outshine any body's in town. 
He has presented her witli 30W)\. m ^*b\ "«sA- 
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hud lain iufiiible far these fbr^ yean: b,. 
liis gloiyi Dever bride had fovrer enTicr^ 
Least of a nan ia m Slthj, trighttal, oiiotx^ 
lesUble. I would turn away sucli a foobn^xg,' 
iiF gpoiling my dumer, while ha wailed nX ali/s. 
ivsro Duiriod on Friday, and came to church ibj 
on Siuiday. I happened to ait in the pew with 
and had the hononi of seeing Mrs. Bride & 
aideep in the middle of the wTmon, and ■nan 
coRifbrt^y, which made Mrenlnomen in the c 
think the bridegroom not quite so ngly as thi 
before. Enviooi people say it was all comitei 
to please him, but I beliere that to be scaadal ; 
daie swear nothing but downright necewi^ 
make her miss one word of the sermoD. He pn 
(o bfLve married her for her derotionj patience, 
neas, and other CbristiBn riitnes he observed i 
his first wife (who has left no childien) beinj 
haadaome, and to good oatured, as to have vei 
her own salvation to aecuie his. He baa m 
this lady to have a companion in that paradise 
his first bu given him a title. I believe I have 
you loo much of this couple ; but they are nol 
compiebended in few words. 

My dear Mrs. Hewet, remember me, and b 
that nothing can put you out ef my head. 




usY mjftABv'i 



I i« not doubt, but tbftt before thu I 
ftln. Hewet bu B thoasand times callei 
tal, and bae often repented of tbs man 
she. bits done me in the country. Lt, 
tout (roaipitwu— I am aa mocb your aon 
and think oF jou with the friendship and l 
meat 1 owe you. A train of disagreeable 
hindered my baving one leisure moment ; . 
very time my pooi bead is distracted wi 
vane^ of galUmaliai, that I dmnot tell yi 
at news. Tbe Sre I suppose you baie hi 
and tme account id, though not peihi^ thai 
raised at thrae o'clocfc, and kept waking til 
the most dreadful sight I ever raw in ny 

their sensPa : however, we escaped better t 
of our neighbours. Mrs. Braithirayte, a ? 
besnty, who had been but two days mar 
Mi. Coleman, ran out of bed ir chimiit, ami 
band followed hei in his, in which pleas 
they ran as &i as St. James's Street, wI 
■net with a chair, and prudently crammed tl 
both into it, observing the rule of dividing 
md bad fortune of this life, resolved to run al 
ogethei, and ordered the chairman to ca 
oth awajj perfectly representing, tan^ \a 
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nakfwhiwi, and want of ejes to 

nakad, our fixat bi^py pareota. 

tha pl aaa oro of haaring tha whole 1^ 
lady'a own mootlu 

Tha next moat aztfaovdiBBiy adva^, 
Boua qoanel ba tw ean her Oxiioe of JB 
Captain Haro; hut I auppoae joa camiol 
of ao aarpriafaig an eteat. 

Daatfaa nor maiiiagaa I know of aonoa 
phaat Evana, that hashed himaelfy and w 
Ijn, who win be married next woek. 1 
ringa; nvf next ihall be longer* with aom 
yonr ftir ftmily. 



XCIV. 

TO MRS. HBWET. 

I fUFFOSB my dear Mrs. Hewet has by t] 
aolved never to think moie on so inaensi 
gratefiil a creature, that could be so long : 
thanka for aoch a letter, and haa repentet 
Toara. I cannot blame your reaentment, i 
are ao much against me ; and yet I am i 
to blame as you imagine. You expreaaed 
aeeing the aecond part of the Atalantia. 
then sent to London for it, and did not qp. 
ing it last Saturday. I hoped that a bo 
a mind to see might atone for the not, 
my letter, and was reeolved not to aend < 
the other; but, like an unfortunate pny 
am, my designs are always followed by 
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nteiit. Satordu; came, and no book ; God foi^Te 
ns, I had ceitainly wubad th« Udj who vaa to send 
it me banged, but for the hopes it was cotne bj the 
NottingbaiD cairiei, and then I should have it on 
Slonday ; but, after waiting Mondaj and ToGBday, 
I find it in cot come at all. Now, madam, I do not 
queatioa yonr ibrgiTeaeis, aod hope, that when I do 
not write to Mn. HeweC, there i» soms muntBdnble 
daue for mj dlence. Your newi taxi your book very 
mnoh diverted me; it is bq old, bt^ very pleutiDt 
Spanish Dovel. When we leaie thi* place I am not 
able to tell you. I hare no raason to wish it, but 
■iBce 1 cannot see jou, that it may be in my powei 
to write you mare entertaining leUara. I htid some 
last post told me that Lady Esiei SariUe was going: 
to be muried to Loid Lonsdale. I will not sweai <o 
the truth of it, for people make no conscieDC« of what 
they write into the countiy, and think any thing good 
enough for poor us. Tliete is another etory that I 
had ftom a hand I daie depend upon. The Duke of 
Grafton and Di. Garth ran a foot match in the Mall, 
of iOO yaidi, and the latter, to his inunorUtl glory, 
beat. I piay God you may not ha>e heard thie ai- 
TSady. I am promised a cai^ oflampoona &om the 
Bath, and if they come safe, you absll share them 
with me. My dear, dear Mrs. Hewet, could I coo- 
Ciibute aoy way W your diieiaoD, it would be the 
he^ht id mj amtntion. 



I5f> LADY Montagu's LETTEBs. 

XCV. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

Nov. It. 

You liave not then received my letter? Well! I 
shall run mad. I can suffer any thing rather than that 
you should continue to think me ungrateful. I think 
it is the last of pains to be thought criminal, where 
one most desires to please, as I am sure it is always 
my wish to dear Mrs. Hewet. 

I am very glad you have the second part of. the 
new Atalantis ; if you have read it, vdll you be so 
good as to send it me ? and in return, I promise to 
get you the key to it, I know I can. But do you 
know what has happened to the unfortunate author- 
ess } People are offended at the liberty she uses in 
her memoirs, and she is taken into custody. Miser- 
able is the fate of writers; if they are agreeable, they 
are offensive ; and if dull, they starve. I lament the 
loss of the other parts which we shoiild have had ; 
and have five hundred arguments at my fingers' ends 
to prove the ridiculousness of those creatures that 
think it worth while to take notice of what is only 
designed for diversion. After this, who will dare to 
give the history of Angella? I was in hopes her 
faint essay would have provoked some better pen to 
give more elegant and secret memoirs ; but now she 
will serve as a scarecrow to frighten people from 
attempting any tiling but heavy penegyric; and we 
shall be teased with nothing but heroic poems, with 
names at length, and Mae Oaax^RX«^,%Rk 5i3s»!a(id^th 
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flatter;, that they are the sererest kind of lampoona , 
for thej both scandalize the <mt«r and the subject. 
Kke that vile paper Che Tatlei. 

I believe, ■■»«■< ai", jgu vriJI think 1 have dwelt too 
long on tliia bosiness ; but 1 am in a violent paaaion 
about it. My dear Ma. Uewet, is it impogaible you 
ahould come here ! I would oot aak it if I had a coach 
to wait upon you ; but I am not bom to have any 
thing I have a mind to. All the news I know is, 
that Mrs. Beeves ia mBiried to Colonel Sidney (if 
yoa know neither of them, 1 wilt send you their pic- 
tnree at fbll length} j and that giddy rake Creawell, 
to a fortune of SOOOt. a year. I send you the Bath 
lampoons — Corinna is Lady Manchester, and the 
other lady is Mrs. Cartwiight, who, they aay, has 
pawned her diamond neckl^e, to buy Valentine a 
snuffboi. These wars make men so violeat scarce, 
that these good ladies take up with the shadows of 
them. This is the sum total of alt the news I know, 
and you see I am willing to divert yoo all in my 
poiwer. I fancy Che ill spelling of the lampoons will 
make you laugh more than the verses ; indeed I am 
ashamed for her who wrote them. As soon as pos- 
sible, be pleased to send me the second part of the 
Atalantis, Sec. 



XCVI. 

TO MBS. HBWET. 

Ten thousand thanks to you for Madame de Noyer's 
letters ; 1 wish signer Koselli may be as diverting to 
you as 1*4 has bean to me. T\ie«t«.\!»wi«s-««^'''^- 
(rsorduisiy ; but I know uW. ■mViwOKBt Ai» ''«»* ■™"' 



I uke Mt interut in Vx. Sehnrn's* i 
a battle likB that, I think it maj be callei 
oiT tlire. I Hbould be eo BensU>le of a 
that coidd ttnicli you m Mrs. Selwyn, 
very well rejoice vrhen jou have do occa 
Adiau, madaia. This post ha< brought 
but i»miilimenu, without one bit of nei 
the last, that Lord Stair wns wounded. 
me whethei to believe it or no. 

Ficuse my dulDess ; nnd be so good. 
leaJ a letter of mine but in one of th 
ivhtn you aie entirely alonOf weuy of 
and imjUHl* to think what you should d 
pea|ilo who live in the country must b 
thoic minutes, and I know so irell w1 
that 1 bcliece even my letters maybe we 
the;f BIG to take them off your hrnds. 

• H^or Gcneril Wllliim ScLwyn, of MitM 
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xcvn. 

, TO MRS. HKWsr. 

' I BAVB a tliousiiltd Uuslu to f^TB to my dear Mrs. 
' Hewet for her newi, and above all, the letter ; and 
' I would trot have delayed them, but yoni meuenger 
' was in luute, and I was resolved to mite yon a long 
■ocibbEe. My Bdvicee of Saturday layi that a peace 
iriU poutiiely be coocladed. This cornea bant the 
Mme haod that wrote ao contraiy on Thonday, and 
I depend very much m the intelligence, I .am 
cbatmed with your corrupMulniti, for 1 hope it is 
a woman ; and if it is, I leckm bar u honour to 
oar aei. I am in no fear of the reflection yon men- 
tian ; and as I am perfectly innocent, God knowa, 
Z am far from thinking I can be Buipected. Your 
news, and no newa, I know not what to make of 
at pteeent. My domeatic affiun go on ao ill, I vrant 
qnrita to look abroad, I have got a cold that dia- 
ahlea my eyea, and diaordera me every way : and 
after much contegtatioa, I have Eubmitted to take 
medicine. You ate how atupit^ am ; bnt J have 
the oddest jumble of diugieeable thinga in my head 
that ever plagued poor mortals ; a great cold, a bad 
peace, people I lore in di^race, aoce eyes, the horrid 
prosjiect of a diil war, and the thoughts of a filthy 
podtm to take. I believe nobody ever bad such a 
melange before. My companions are your servants. 
I had fo^ot the Spectaton : <we is not worth mea- 
tioningi the othei is ao plain and so good sense, I 
wonder my body of five yeaia old diMthiu^.^^i-'^^ 
that he is in the light. 
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XCVIII. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

1 \vori.D have writ long ago to dear Mrs. Hewet bat 
i waited for the good news of saying when I might 
hoirc to Bcc you, which I now despair of for this long 
time. We go, next week, into Wiltshire, which will 
be ([uito a new world to us. I was about eight years 
old when I left it, and have entirely forgot every 
thing in it. I am sorry we shall not see you, thoogh 
I am still in hopes we shall return into Nottingham- 
shire the latter end of the year ; but all that is sap- 
posals, and I have no ground to believe it, but that I 
wish it very much. You can expect no news fnm 
one who has nothing at present in her head but 
packing up, and tlie ideas that naturally come upon 
going to a place, I may almost say, I never saw, so 
perfectly have I forgotten it. Be so good, when you 
see ^Nlrs. l^venz, to ask her if she received my let- 
ter: if she did not, I am sure I must suffer very 
much in her opinion, and appear very ungrateful, 
after her inquiry jyhcn I was sick. Mrs. Hewet 
sliould never talk of being rivalled ; there is no such 
tiling as not liking her, or liking any body else better. 
It is a provoking thing to think, so many tedious 
years as we have passed at Thoresby, we should 
always be asunder so many dirty miles ; and the first 
summer you come nearer, I am tossed to the other 
side of the world, where I do not know so much as 
one creature, and am afraid I shall not meet with such 
agreeable ne\^\ibo\«a «a xa. ^QXXSsv^^bkamshire. Biii 
destiny muat\)e ioWoy^e^S 'M\^\Q.^K\^»^w^^\ai5QK*jft*6. 
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mine, it should nerer be to «t&y perpetaall; in the 
■tune place. I Ibould even prefer littte stonni to Bn 
etemal calm ; and tbougb I am diepleased not to see 
yon, I am Dot Sony to see a new part of the kingdom. 
My dear Mrs, Hawet, presarve me your friendship 
wbererer my fortune CBiries nte, and believe that I 
am equally in all places yaura. 

your direction to Arlington^fltieet. 



TO MRS. UEWET. 

Till this minnle I was in hopes of waiting on dear 
Mrs. Hewet before we left the coimtry, which made 
me defer writing ; but now positive orders oblige na 
to go to-morrow, and the hones must rest to-day. so 
that this paper must give you thanks for me, for all 
the maay bTonis which could not have been be- 
Btowed on one who could hare had a more quick 
and lasting sense of them. When I am in London, 
I will certainly send yon all that passes, though I 
fiincy yon have it hoia people better both at writing 
and intelligence, 

Mrs. C. whoae chatacter yon deure to know, is a 
lady who has made a great noise in the world ; but 
I never thought she would come to make such a 
figure in it. The lord she hss snapped made a lam- 
poon on her last winter. For my part, I never heard 
her speak ia my life. She is generally thought hand- 
some. If Miss Selwyn (as I wish she nuqr) supplies 
her place, theis will be one si»^ ^m^^i^iDio* - 
■ JlSt. Jamet'a, of ttA^MO^cYaniMi- 
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Amidst the hurry of taking rach a jonniey t(Hiiflnov» 
I am sure you ^1 forgive my lettm being no ]aaga' 
you know people can never leave your company, <ff 
writing to you, without regret. Write to me whew 
to direct to you, and direct to me in Arlington-street, 
ncur St. James's, London. 



C. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

.MoxT of the neighbours hereabouts have been to see 
11 le, hut they are very few, and few of those few thai 
are supportable — ^none agreeable. This part of the 
world iH so different from Nottinghamshire, tliat I caa 
hardly persuade myself it is in tlie same kingdom. 
The men here are all Sylvios, no Myrtillos. If they 
could express themselves so weU, they would say, 
like him, 

" Millu nimfe darai per una fcra 
Olio (li mclampo miu cacciatu fosse 
(fO<la9i quustc gioje 
Cbi u'ha di mc piujasto, io non Ic scuto." 

I'liough they cannot say it in Italian verse, they often 
speak to that purpose in English prose over a bottle, 
iuseusihlc of other pleasures than hunting and drink- 
ing. The consequence of which is, the poor female 
part of their family being seldom permitted a coach, 
or at best but a couple of starved jades, to drag a 
dirty chariot, their lords and masters having no oc- 
casion for such a machine, as their mornings are 
spent among t\ve \io\iTk.^'a>, «sA ^^ \sv^\Sk -vvth as 
beastly comvanioBa, -mOcv ^\\»X\\s\jvssi SJms^ ^-^sx hssn- 
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this cmmtiy, which is not very fiunoos for good diink. 
If thii management did not hindei me the company 
of mj ihe neighbotm, I ihoold legret the absence of 
the PatUa Fidos, being of the opinion of Sylvia in 
Taaao, 

« AIM Kgne IdUetU di I'unon . 
Ss par **« IIS I'uiuw ulciio dllsHO." 
I wonid tain persoade jrpo to practise yoor Italian. 
I fear 1 shall forget to speak it, forwant of somebody 
to speak it to. Amongst the rest of the advantages 
I should have in yonr coiiTersalion (if 1 should be 
so liappy as to be vrilh yon), I would endeavour to 
improve in that polite language. I find yon are very 
busy about politics ; we aie the same here, particularly 
in the pulpit, where the psrsons would fain becoiDe aa 
famoua as Sachererel, and are very aony that they' 
cannot have the honour of being Iritd too. For my 
part, 1 content myself in my humble sphere, am pas- 
sive In their disputes, and endeavour to study my 
Italian in peace and quietnesB. But people mistake 
very ranch in placing peace in woods and shades, for 
I believe solitude puts people oat of humour, and 
makes them disposed to quarrel, or there would not 
be so many dispatea about religion and liberty, by 
ciefttnies that never understood the first, nor have, 
or are likely to have, a taste of the latter. 

" Cnuh'd bj Ihe ttlnl otUiltty pooadi a year." 

CI. 

TO HR8. HEWST. 

1 WOULD willingly rrtura deia 'Mm.'HBHW.wittiSB^ 

more, fir dtrertb^ me w -woli, t^^ ^ •Qosiifc^™ 




IM UDY MOMVABU'S LnTBi. 

potiMBtlj vcf t emed. It ia w puite d A 
Cbulotto findi U to maiij Lmd Conw^.k 
Mngnet Tnfton, Lnd Bnoka*. Bonds tin 
cfaaniH of ■(««, tins i« all I knoir. I lea 
mMuaim; bnt it happana airaeglomly to ba m 
fill] of eonptoy, nd if I omit ttds opportn 
knoir not wbn I ni^ hare notliM of *a 
Mc. Stno^ tba tilBbr Udwp, WM iMt mek ml 
to « i«iy pnttf wea«B, Ibi. Batemaa, whom k 
in lote with fa bUiog badwaid btttn her hona 
"•••••• le^iiiigadilcli. Mra. Wbite, Mrs. am 

and Mra, More, are all with me i and 1 am m ea\ 
laued with my civilitiea lour & tour, tbU I bt 
hardly calmnees of spirit to tell you, in a ctanpoa 
w^, that I am joor ibankM humble aemaU 



TO HBS. HBWBT. 

York, Not. inS. 
It is not owing tither to ioMOtiHIity or ingratitnd 
that I have not yet letumed my thankB to deai Ml 
Hewet for hei obliging letter ; but the weakneu 
my light will Dot peimit me to eipreas ike dicnt 
of my heart, and I am (biced to ait by the fiiesic 
and think you a thouaand thanka, when I would 
putting them apoo paper. I rejmce that Lady Hi 
riet has ibown some aennlriJity, aa unwotthy an < 
jecl aa she baa choaea ; yet I think it is better th 
(aa I reared she had) ^tifidly ""^"g over all l 
senaea along vnAi tiei fcsnasBi ^nt 'Cub qbb of li 




grace ; I tlioogbt her other facoltie* u imperfect u 
that of hearing. I am glad she is not such a stock 
as I took her to be. I beg yooj pardon that I must 
mite B letter without news, but I do not know one 
bit, if it were to Btind one instead of my neck Terse. 
I am here waiting the meeting of the parliunent, 
Kai am peisutided you will be in London befoie me ; 
if not, I will eadeaTOui to lee yos. Yon talk of the 
Duke of Leeds— I hear that he has placed his heroic 
love upon the bright channs of a pewterec's wife ; 
and, after a long amour, end nuuiy perilous adven- 
tures, has etolea the fair lady, which, in spite of his 
vn-inkles and grandchild, penoade people of bis yonth 
and gallantly. Yod see what staff I am forced to 
ivrite, but to snch I am conqielled, excepting I should 
entertain you with York loves and piques, which 
would be aa dull to yon as what passed at the last 
wake. It is impossible to laugh at what they do, 
without having first laughed at what they aie. 

I am, madam, youra. 

This is abrupt; but the post will wait for no man. 



TO MBS. UBwer. 

Adiitoople, April 1, ITIT. 
I DARE BBji my dear b&a. Hewet thinks me the most 
stupid thing alive, to ne^ect to agreeable a corres- 
pondence ; but it has hiiheito been utceriy out of my 
power to continue it. 1 hM6^)0ca\s^liuA.■Q!t ■kA. 




leS L4DT HOKTAOn'S UTTBItl. 

down, witlwat intemiMioiii tfaese lait mght montb 
wbollj ulwi np either in going pent, oi inuToidild 
coon Mtendanc*. Yoa know reiy wall hair hul 
Iriom it a powible to fiod on cddier of tboM m 
plojmeDU. I like tnTellmg eztremelj, and btic 
had no raMoo to cmqilMn of faaring hod too littk ei 
it, having now gone tbroo^ all the Toikiih dnoi- 
niooa in Eoiope, no^ to reckon mj joameys thnra^ 
I Himgaiy, Bohemia, and the whole totu of Genonnj ; 
* bat thue ani tnSet to tlna Iwt. I cannot, bowera 
(tbank Qod), complun of httnng suffered b; hdgM, 
either in my own health oi that of my fumly. Uj 
son never wai better in hi* ITe. Thia connliy ii ce^ 
tainly one of the finest in t}ie world; hithem all I 
lee ia lo new to me, it ii like ft fresh scene of u 
opera eieiy day. I will not tire you wilh desdiptiou 
of places or manners, which perhaps you hare no 
cuiioaiCy for ; but only denre you would be bo good 
as to lee me hear as oft as you can (which can be no 
oCber than very seldom), what passes on your aide of 
the globe. Before you can receive this, yon mnit 
couuder all things as six months old, which nov 
appear new to me. There will be a great field br 
you to write, if your charity extends so far, aa it will 
be entirely dlsintereated and free from ostentatim 
(it not beiug possible for me here to boast of yooi 
letters), and it will be very beneficial to your precious 
Boul, which I piay Heaven to put Into your bead to 
conaider and practise accordingly. 




To Mr. Pope 

To Ibe Lady Rich..,. 
To Mrs. TUstlethwayl 



Iri. Tblstlethmyte.. 

It. Pops 

« Lady Rich 



Mr. Pope to Lady Montagu.. 



t.Wonley'.'.. 



«4. To I 
M. Tol 
W. To) 



tiibopotSiUsbDry... 
Mrt. Worliey..., 

E. W. Moiita^,*Eii|'.V.'.V.V.V.V.. 
oB. W. HvBl^ii, Bm|. 
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ea. To Mn. 
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